
Grow Your Bottom-

Natural Capital Investment Fund www.ncifund.org 

Line with EEMarch 13, 2014|  Richmond, VA



Becoming Energy EfficientBecoming Energy Efficient

Getting an energy audit & funding 
the recommendations
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Natural Capital Investment FundNatural Capital Investment Fund

MissionMission...

id ll d i l b d…provide small and emerging natural resource‐based 
businesses with the financing they need to advance 
sustainable economic development and have a positivesustainable economic development and have a positive 
impact on human health and the natural environment.
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Sectors SummarySectors Summary
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Energy InitiativeEnergy Initiative
Find: Educate small business 

th b fit f EEowners on the benefits of EE

Facilitate: 
– Subsidize energy audits; 
– identify & coordinate 

resources

Fund: Provide financing & 
technical assistance

Feedback: Track energy & cost 
savings 
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Our ProcessOur Process
Tell us about your business, operations and challenges

NCIF will:
 Facilitate and share the cost of an energy audit by a Facilitate and share the cost of an energy audit by a 

certified provider
 Review the report w/ recommendations and paybacks 
 A i t ith t d b t li ti Assist you with grant and rebate applications
 Coordinate all site visits by vendors and funders
 Recommend contractors, suppliers and installerspp
 Provide flexible financing for implementation
 Assist with grant follow up
 Share the story of your green business!
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 Share the story of your green business!



Energy AuditEnergy Audit

Gather 12 mo energy billsGather 12 mo. energy bills
Host 1 hour site visit
 i iReview Written report
Energy use analysis
Recommendations w/cost and payback estimates
Specs for potential construction

6 weeks to grant approval
2 years to implement w/USDA grant
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2 years to implement w/USDA grant



Funding OptionsFunding Options

• Utility rebatesUtility rebates
• Cost‐share

– USDA Rural Energy for America Program (REAP)USDA Rural Energy for America Program (REAP)
– NRCS EQIP On‐Farm Energy Initiative

• Financing & Guaranteed LoansFinancing & Guaranteed Loans
– $50‐500K
– Fixed rate 3‐7 yearsFixed rate, 3 7 years
– Subordinated debt
– Competitive on stand‐alone projects
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Competitive on stand alone projects



USDA REAPUSDA REAP

• USDA Rural DevelopmentUSDA Rural Development
Rural Energy for America Program (REAP)
S ll l b i & d– Small, rural businesses & ag. producers

– 25% cost‐share (for eligible project costs)
– Maximum awards

• Energy efficiency: $250,000
R bl $500 000• Renewable energy: $500,000

– $20K or less preferred; $200K or less simplified
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Additional ResourcesAdditional Resources

• USDA REAP & B&I Guaranteed Loan ProgramsUSDA REAP & B&I Guaranteed Loan Programs
• Community Reinvestment Act loans

i l h i l• Economic Development Authority loans
• Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credit
• Energy Investment Tax Credit (solar)
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Technical AssistanceTechnical Assistance

• Energy AuditsEnergy Audits
• Waste Reduction Assessments

i• Accounting
• Marketing
• Strategic business planning
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Thank you!Thank you!

Visit us on the web:Visit us on the web: 
ncifund.org 

Contact me:
Hannah Vargason
304‐876‐2815 x 238304 876 2815 x.238
hvargason@conservationfund.org
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