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 TRAVEL GREEN – partnership DEQ, VTC, VHTA – amazing 
things
Wh h b t th i t? Who here cares about the environment?

 Who goes on vacation or goes out to eat from time to time?
 When you do, do you just stop caring about the environment?y , y j p g
 Ever been to a conference where they are not recycling?
 Ever been to a conference where they really got it right?  
 H b t if th ti f d t ? How about if they are composting food waste? 
 Trip Advisor – 75, 50, 20% stats….
 Use your Purchasing Power – when we travel, we can continue to live 

green – and we have the great opportunity to support facilities that are doing 
what they can to minimize their environmental impacts. 

 Travelling green and having green conferences and meetings is 
one of the easy things that you can do as an individual and as an 
organization.

 Especially when there is a green tourism program working to make 
it easy…...
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Program Goals


Program Goals
Reduce Environmental Impacts  & 

Improve Profitabilityp y
Increase Awareness: 

 Tourism Industry Tourism Industry 
 Consumers

Make Virginia….
A Green Tourism Destination!
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A Green Tourism  Destination!



VoluntaryVoluntary
All Sectors of Tourism
C I l dConsumer-Involved
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Consumer Engagement 
&& 

Continuous Improvement
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By The Numbers…
538 Lodging538 Lodging 
170 Attractions
59 Conference Centers59 Conference Centers
3 Convention Centers
223 Restaurants
40    Supporting Organizations
33 Visitor Centers
4 B i4 Breweries
18     Wineries
270 Green Events/Festivals270  Green Events/Festivals
70 VG Suppliers
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Major Major 
Announcement

Virginia is a 
Green Travel Destination!
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The Environmental Impacts 
of the Hospitality Industry

 200-room hotel annually:y
- 11.2 million gallons of water

00 000 f- 500,000 pounds of trash
- 7.2 millions pounds of greenhouse7.2 millions pounds of greenhouse 
gas emissions.
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Measureable ResultsMeasureable Results

1400+ Virginia Green participants…  
 5500 tons recycled solid wastes
 146 million kwh reduced
 421 tbtu natural gas reduced
 736,000 ccf water use reduced,
 165  million lbs greenhouse gas emissions 

reduced
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Financial BenefitsFinancial Benefits

 Annual Cost Savings:
- $975,000 reduced waste management
- $5.8 million from reduced water usage  $ g
- $3.5 million from reduced natural gas use
- $14 7 million in energy savings- $14.7 million in energy savings

- $25 million in cost savings
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Increased BusinessIncreased Business

 Green Conferences & Meetings
 Green Travel Getaways & Packages

Customer Satisfaction & Feedback Customer Satisfaction & Feedback
 Supporting Partner Engagementpp g g g
 Media Partners & Marketing
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Green Meetings & ConferencesGreen Meetings & Conferences

• State & Federal Executive Orders
Corporate Social Responsibility• Corporate Social Responsibility

• ASAE Green Convene
• MPI / APEX Standards
• Virginia Green makes it easy.g y
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2014 DEQ Environmental Excellence Conference: 
Enhancing Environmental Management and Stewardship
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2014 DEQ Environmental Excellence Conference: 
Enhancing Environmental Management and Stewardship

Greening of the Conference:
 Emphasis on highly-visible recyclingp g y y g
 Eliminate disposables
 Printingg
 Vendors and catering
 Transportationp
 Sustainable, organic and local
 Calculate carbon impacts 

13 March 2014 17

p



 In the past 18 months, the hotel has realized:
 Energy savings of more than 10% through lighting replacements, installation of 

sensors conservation and additional system upgradessensors, conservation, and additional system upgrades. 

 Savings of 5% in natural gas purchases through improved HVAC maintenance and 
equipment changes; and from reduced hot-water heating needs from low-flow fixture replacements.

 Savings of 10% in water use through the low-flow fixture and faucet replacement projects g g p p j

 20% savings in gasoline use by the purchase of fuel-efficient shuttle vans and system 
efficiencies in scheduling.

 10% reduction in trash generation through recycling – and that trash 
generation will be significantly decreased in the coming months due to their new emphasis on recycling and the 
new collection of food wastes for composting.

 Project landfill diversion rate of 40% or more in the coming months 
and more than 80% during the conference. g

 Green house gas emissions -- carbon calculator – 40,000 lbs --
estimate that we’ve reduced that by nearly 25% simply by having 
the conference at this green facility and making thoughtful g y g g
measures to minimize event impacts.
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2014 DEQ Environmental Excellence Conference: 
Enhancing Environmental Management and Stewardship

The Virginia Green “ASK”:The Virginia Green ASK :
 Require green meetings & conferences
 Virginia Green lodging for staff travel Virginia Green lodging for staff travel
 Promote Virginia Green Travel to staff and 
family and customersfamily and customers.
 Give customer feedback 
 Make referrals whenever possible Make referrals whenever possible
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