Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ)

Fact Sheet: Virginia Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Program
The Virginia Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Program (VELAP) regulations became effective on January 1, 2009, per 1 VAC 30, Chapter 45: Certification for Noncommercial Environmental Laboratories and 1 VAC 30, Chapter 46: Accreditation for Commercial Environmental Laboratories.  These regulations directed the Division of Consolidated Laboratory

Services (DCLS) to establish a program to certify environmental laboratories that perform tests, analyses, measurements or monitoring required pursuant to the Commonwealth's air, waste, and water laws and regulations.
· A “commercial environmental laboratory” performs analysis for another person.

· A “noncommercial environmental laboratory” performs analysis only for its owner.  An example of a noncommercial environmental laboratory is a laboratory at a wastewater treatment plant owned by a local government that does laboratory work only for the treatment plant to meet the requirements of a DEQ wastewater permit.

Initial Application:  Applications for certification of noncommercial environmental laboratories were due to DCLS by September 29, 2009.  Applications for accreditation of commercial environmental laboratories were due to DCLS by July 1, 2009.  Applications submitted after the prescribed deadlines will be processed in the order which they are received by DCLS.
The certification program for noncommercial environmental laboratories and the accreditation program for commercial environmental laboratories will be established on January 1, 2012.  Once these programs have been established, a laboratory will be required to become certified or accredited under VELAP before any analyses can be used for the purposes of the Virginia Air Pollution Control Law, the Virginia Waste Management Act or the State Water Control Law.

To be certified (accredited), commercial environmental laboratories must meet the requirements of the 2003 National Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Conference (NELAC) standards.  Noncommercial environmental laboratories must meet a limited version of these standards.  The 2003 NELAC Standards can be downloaded from the NELAC Institute’s website at http://www.nelac-institute.org/.
Reciprocal Accreditation:  DCLS, when recognized by the National Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Program (NELAP) as a primary accrediting authority (no later than January 1, 2010), may grant reciprocal accreditation to an environmental laboratory that holds a current accreditation from another NELAP-recognized primary accrediting authority.

Exceptions:  If the laboratory only performs field testing, certification is not required.  If the laboratory only performs analysis for citizen monitoring groups, the laboratory must meet DEQ’s requirements but not those of the VELAP.
The regulations discussed above and information about the application process is located on DCLS’s website at www.dgs.virginia.gov/dcls.
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