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NOTICE

RE:  Virginia’s Underground Storage Tank (UST) Regulation Amendments effective September 15, 2010

Dear Underground Storage Tank Owner:

Effective September 15, 2010, Virginia’s Underground Storage Tank (UST) Regulation (9VAC25-580-10 et seq.) was amended to incorporate the federal law (Energy Policy Act of 2005) changes.  The amended regulation now includes secondary containment requirements, provisions for delivery prohibition, and UST operator training requirements.

Secondary Containment
Any newly installed UST system or replaced UST system component (tank or product pipe) must have secondary containment and be monitored for leaks by using interstitial monitoring if the UST system is installed within 1,000 feet of any existing community water system or any existing potable drinking water well. Also, each new motor fuel dispenser system must have under-dispenser containment.  If an existing motor fuel dispenser system is replaced, under-dispenser containment is required if any piping component is modified (e.g., flexible piping connectors). These requirements do not apply to repairs meant to restore an underground tank, pipe, or dispenser to operating condition.  If more than 50% of the length of a piping run is replaced, then the entire piping run must be secondarily contained.

Delivery Prohibition
Section 370 of the UST Regulation authorizes the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) to place a Delivery Prohibition Tag (Red Tag) on an Underground Storage Tank (UST) that is not in compliance with certain provisions of the UST Regulation.  The Delivery Prohibition Tag affixed to a tank will deem a tank ineligible for product delivery.  USTs will not be deemed ineligible for product delivery at the time of inspection and will have an opportunity to return to compliance or rebut DEQ staff conclusions prior to delivery prohibition.  

Operator Training
All UST system operators are required to have approved training regarding the UST regulations by August 8, 2012.  The UST owner should document their Class A, B, and C operators and ensure all operators obtain a training certificate to document successful training completion.  

Additional information regarding these requirements may be obtained from the DEQ Petroleum Storage Tank website located at www.deq.virginia.gov/tanks/ or by contacting me at (540) 562-6853 or Russ Ellison at (804) 698-4269.

Sincerely,
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Alicia Meadows

UST Operator Training Coordinator

cc:   Betty Lamp, DEQ-OSRR


Russ Ellison, DEQ-OSRR


DEQ Regional Tank Program Managers
