September 15, 2014
Hello Friend of Clean Virginia Waterways,

In 2013, a record number of volunteers (7,617) cleaned our waterways by participating in a Virginia Waterways Cleanup event (part of the International Coastal Cleanup). I am writing to ask you to please join us this September or October! This is our 20th year of organizing cleanup events, and YOU can help this be the best year ever.
Find a cleanup site near you: http://www.longwood.edu/cleanva/CleanupEvents2014.html  

There are more than 200 cleanup events in September and October in Virginia — from the mountains to the ocean. From Northern Virginia to Southside Virginia.
Last year volunteers like you kept 328,200 POUNDS of plastic and trash out of Virginia’s rivers, bays and our world’s ocean! Please join us at a cleanup this fall -- You will not only feel good that you are making a positive difference, but the data you collect will be put to work in changing the littering behaviors of people sharing our earth.


What did volunteers in Virginia find last year? 


	Item
	Number recorded
	Percent of total

	1. Cigarette Butts
	24,594
	15.69%

	2. Beverage Bottles (Plastic)
	15,929
	10.16%

	3. Food Wrappers (candy, chips, etc.)
	15,032
	9.59%

	4. Beverage Cans
	12,419
	7.92%

	5. Grocery Bags (Plastic)
	12,157
	7.75%

	6. Plastic Pieces
	9,832
	6.27%

	7. Beverage Bottles (Glass)
	7,157
	4.57%

	8. Foam Pieces
	6,274
	4.00%

	9. Bottle Caps (Plastic)
	5,996
	3.82%

	10. Other Plastic Bags
	5,985
	3.82%

	Top Ten Total
	115,375
	73.60%



These ten items accounted for 73.6 percent of all litter and trash picked up by volunteers in Virginia during the 2013 Virginia Waterways Cleanup (part of the International Coastal Cleanup).

Since 1995, you and other volunteers have removed more than 3.3 million pounds of litter and trash from Virginia’s waterways through this successful hands-on project. We are thankful for your support, plus the support of our sponsors including the Chesapeake Bay Restoration Fund, Altria, Booz Allen Hamilton, Glad Bags, Longwood University, and the Ocean Conservancy. 

I hope you can join this statewide and international event this year! Thank you for caring about our environment and working towards cleaner water.


Katie Register, Executive Director
Clean Virginia Waterways
Longwood University (Stevens 113)
201 High Street
Farmville, VA 23909
Office:  434-395-2602

CVW Web Site: www.longwood.edu/cleanva/

