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Local Environmental Review for Highway Projects

In 2007 legislation was enacted that affects highway projects undertaken by localities.
Effective July 1, 2007, any county, city or town of the Commonwealth must conduct an
environmental review of highway improvements. The threshold for this review was
established as $500,000.00.

Virginia Code § 10.1-1188 B states: For purposes of this chapter, this subsection shall
only apply to the review of highway and road construction projects or any part thereof.
The Secretaries of Transportation and Natural Resources shall jointly establish
procedures for review and comment by state natural and historic resource agencies of
highway and road construction projects. Such procedures shall provide for review and
comment on appropriate projects and categories of projects to address the
environmental impact of the project, any adverse environmental effects which cannot be
avoided if the project is undertaken, the measures proposed to minimize the impact of
the project, any alternatives to the proposed construction, and any irreversible
environmental changes which would be involved in the project.

Legislation effective July 1, 2013, raises the total cost from $500,000 to $ 2 million after
which highway construction, reconstruction, or improvement projects by localities would
be required to have an environmental impact report. The Memorandum of Agreement
between the secretaries of Natural Resources and Transportation is attached.






