
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX 4 
 

Schematic Representation of the State  
Environmental Impact Report Review Process 

 

Schematic Representation of the State Review Process for Airport Projects 
subject to Virginia Department of Aviation License/Permit Requirements 

 

Schematic Representation of the State Review Process for Federal 
Projects subject to National Environmental Policy Act Requirements 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

  

Commonwealth’s Environmental Impact Report Review Process 

Determination made if EIR required by 
proponent agency or DEQ. 

Proponent agency prepares EIR and 
notifies DEQ 30 days in advance of 
intent to submit EIR (not essential). 

DEQ receives EIR and conducts 
preliminary review for compliance 

with Section 10.1 – 1188. 

DEQ initiates 60-day review and 
distributes EIR to reviewing agencies, 

PDC and locality.  

DEQ reviews comments submitted by 
reviewers and resolves conflicts.  

DEQ completes its evaluation and 
submits comments to the Secretary of 

Administration within 60-day; DEQ 
responds to proponent agency; copies 

of response sent to reviewers, DOA 
and DEB. 

DEQ returns inadequate EIR to 
proponent agency for 
additional information; 60-day 
review suspended. 

Proponent agency 
submits revised  

EIR to DEQ. 

Reviewers request additional 
information. DEQ seeks 

information from proponent 
agency.  

Proponent agency submits 
adequate information to DEQ 
and reviewers requesting the 

information; 60-day review 
period restarts.  

Secretary of Administration (for 
Governor) approves/disapproves 

project. Approval sent to proponent 
agency with copies sent to DEQ, DOA 

and DEB. 
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DEQ action 

Proponent agency/reviewer action 



 

 

  

Federal agency 
responds to comments 
on supplemental EA/EIS 

in Final EA/EIS. 

Federal agency initiates scoping for information on 
natural resources and potential adverse environmental 

impacts of the project. 

Appropriate DEQ divisions and other 
state agencies send comments directly 

to federal agency with copy to DEQ 
OEIR. 

Federal agency develops EA or EIS in accordance with CEQ guidelines, issues 
public notice on availability of document, and establishes deadlines for 

comments (typically 30 days for EA and 45 days for EIS).  

Federal agency distributes document to 
DEQ, state reviewing agencies, PDC 

and locality. 

Federal agency 
responds to comments 
on draft document in 
supplemental or final 

EA or EIS.  

DEQ sends copies of scoping requests to 
appropriate state agencies and other 

divisions of DEQ; DEQ OEIR sends scoping 
comments to federal agency. 

DEQ sends coordinated review 
request form to appropriate DEQ 
reviewers, state agencies, PDC 

and locality. Establishes deadline 
for state review. 

DEQ reviews comments from 
reviewers, resolves conflicts, 

prepares Commonwealth’s 
response, alerts SNR about 

controversial projects.  
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COMMONWEALTH’S REVIEW PROCESS 

Federal Projects Subject to NEPA Requirements 

DEQ/state action 

Federal action 

FONSI issued 
(EA); Record of 

Decision 
generated (EIS); 
Federal agency 

proceeds. 

FONSI issued 
(EA); Record of 

Decision 
generated (EIS); 
Federal agency 

proceeds. 

DEQ coordinates review of 
supplemental EA/EIS, resolves 

conflicts, prepares 
Commonwealth’s consolidated 

comments.  



 

 

 

DOAV receives complete application for 
license; DOAV requests that DEQ 

initiate the 90-day review process to 
satisfy Section 5.1-7.

DEQ OEIR distributes environmental document to 
reviewers; establishes deadline for comments.  

DEQ prepares consolidated comments on 
environmental, social and economic impacts of 

project; DEQ sends response to DOAV with 
copies of all written comments and court’s report 
of hearing (when applicable) with copies to FAA, 

DOAV and applicant. 

Applicant submits final environmental 
document to DOAV, FAA and DEQ; DEQ 
sends copies to reviewers, if warranted.

DOAV acts on license application; 
issues license with condition for 

adherence to DEQ’s recommendations 
or denies request. 

DEQ publishes legal notice 
for public hearing and 

written public comments. 

DEQ reviews written public 
comments and compiles a 

summary of comments 
from hearing.  
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COMMONWEALTH’S REVIEW PROCESS 

Airport Projects Subject to Virginia Department of Aviation’s License/Permit 
Requirements 

 

DEQ action 

Proponent agency/DOAV action 

DEQ reviews comments submitted by reviewers; 
resolves any conflicts.  

DEQ conducts public 
hearing in conjunction 

with DOAV and FAA (when 
applicable).  




