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Module 3
Recognizing Wetlands in the Field
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Things to look for (at the beginning
of a project)

• Are the wetlands flagged?

• Are they flagged correctly?

• Are they protected with appropriate
protection (i.e., sediment fence/tree
protection fence/temporary
diversions)?

• Is the side signed in the field?

• Will the appropriate side be
cleared/filled?
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Plan Reviewers/Inspectors

Check:

• Topographic maps

• County’s Digital Ortho Photography

• NFWS National Wetlands Inventory Maps (NWI)

• Google Earth (also has historic photographs)

• Soil Survey (digital or printed)

http://www.fws.gov/wetlands/
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I accept the terms and conditions
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Zoomed in on Goochland County
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Zoomed in on Goochland County
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Limitations of NWIs

• NWI maps are based on aerial photograph

interpretation and not on ground-truthing

• Scale is an issue (i.e., exact location of

boundary, small wetlands)

• Age of the photographs but also the time of

year they were taken

Web Soul Survey:
http://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov
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Limitations

• Scale!

• Aerial Photography

• Photo Interpretation

• Ground Truthing
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Into the field

• Are the onsite and

offsite wetlands

identified?

• Are the onsite wetlands

permitted and/or

protected?

Identifying wetlands

Pre-Construction Meeting

1. Walk the perimeter

2. Make sure that adjacent wetlands are marked

(especially down gradient)

3. Make sure that buffers are marked

4. Are on-site wetlands and buffers marked

5. Take before photographs

6. Are we missing any wetlands?
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Wetland
Indicators

Flooding lines (a.k.a. water
marks) & moss trim lines &
sparsely vegetated concave
surface
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Wetland Indicators

Water Stained Leaves and
Moss Trim Lines
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?

Wetland
Indicators

Sphagnum and other wetland
vegetation

Note! Not all ferns
indicate there is a

wetland
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Flow path

Drift lines
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Normal woods?

High HighLow

Water stained Leaves
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Drainage Pattern

Red Flags, What to do?

Ask for more information

Is information satisfactory?

• Proceed with project

Yes
• Contact COE and/or DEQ to determine if a

jurisdictional determination would be
needed before proceeding with the projectNo
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End of Module 3.
Questions?


