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Objectives 

 Describe the role and responsibilities of a certified program administrator for 

compliance with the Virginia Stormwater Management Program permit issuance 

process. 

 List the requirements for a complete Construction General Permit application. 

 Reproduce the VSMP process steps for land disturbing activities that are greater 

than or equal to one acre. 

 Recall the required components of a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP). 

 Summarize the goal and general components of the Pollution Prevention (P2) plan. 

 List the stormwater management plan components and minimum plan 

requirements for completeness. 

 Describe the requirements of an agreement in lieu of a stormwater management 

plan and identify when it can serve as an alternative to a stormwater management 

plan. 

 Determine, for a given project, the time limits of applicability for the Part II B and 

Part II C technical criteria and the time and conditions under which grandfathering 

of the Part II C technical criteria would be allowed. 

 Discuss alternatives and exceptions for meeting stormwater management technical 

criteria, including how and under which conditions requests can be made. 

 Describe the stormwater management plan review process and schedule (including 

modifications to previously approved plans). 

 Relate the long-term maintenance agreement requirements to the stormwater 

management plan requirements and Construction General Permit process. 

 State when permit application fees are required. 

 Describe the local VSMP authority permit and distinguish it from the Construction 

General Permit. 
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4a. Overview  

The role of the program administrator in the permit issuance process is as follows: 

 Ensure stormwater management plan review is completed within the required 

timeframe and proper notice is sent to the applicant; 

 Verify application package is complete; 

 Confirm registration statement information is accurate and entered into the 

Construction General Permit System (if required); and  

 Ensure approval to start land disturbance is given at the correct time. 

APPLICATION PACKAGE 

Before starting a land-disturbing activity, an operator must submit an application 

package to the VSMP authority for review and approval. Land disturbance cannot begin until 

the proper permits have been issued. This module covers what the operator must submit in the 

application package to the VSMP authority and the process the VSMP authority must follow 

when reviewing an application package.  

The flow chart on the following page illustrates the process for land-disturbing activities 

greater than or equal to one acre. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Application package requirements 

 Approved stormwater management plan 

 Approved erosion and sediment control plan 

 Initial terms of long-term maintenance agreement* 

 Security for performance* 

 Fees* 

 Registration statement* 

* If required 
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4b. Plan Preparation 

The first step an operator must take toward receiving approval to start land disturbance is to 

prepare an erosion and sediment control plan and a stormwater management plan. 

Stormwater management (SWM) plan 

(9VAC25-870-55) 

The stormwater management plan must be approved by the VSMP authority before the start of 

land disturbance. The plan outlines how stormwater leaving a site after construction will meet 

the necessary water quality and quantity technical criteria.  

SWM plan contents: 

 

1. Information on the type of and location of stormwater discharges, information on the 

features to which stormwater is being discharged including: 

o Surface waters or karst features if present; and  

o Pre-development and post-development drainage areas. 
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2. Contact information including: 

o Name, address, telephone number, and email address of the owner, and 

o Tax reference number and parcel number of the property or properties affected. 

3. Narrative including: 

o Description of current site conditions and final site conditions, or 

o If allowed by the VSMP authority, the information provided and documented 

during the review process that address the current and final site conditions. 

4. General description of the proposed stormwater management facilities and the 

mechanisms through which the facilities will be operated and maintained after 

construction is complete. 

5. Information on the proposed stormwater management facilities including: 

o Type of facilities, 

o Location, including geographic coordinates, 

o Acres treated, and  

o Surface waters or karst features into which the facility will discharge. 

6. Hydrologic and hydraulic computations, including runoff characteristics.  

7. Documentation and calculations verifying compliance with the water quality and 

quantity requirements of the Regulations. 

8. Map(s) of the site that depict the topography of the site and includes: 

o All contributing drainage areas, 

o Existing streams, ponds, culverts, ditches, wetlands, other water bodies, and 

floodplains, 

o Soil types, karst features if present, forest cover, and other vegetative areas, 

o Current land use including existing structures, roads, and locations of known 

utilities and easements, 
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o Sufficient information on adjoining parcels to assess the impacts of stormwater 

from the site on these parcels, 

o Limits of clearing and grading, and the proposed drainage patterns on the site, 

o Proposed buildings, roads, parking areas, utilities, and stormwater management 

facilities, and 

o Proposed land use with tabulation of the percentage of surface area to be 

adapted to various uses, including but not limited to planned locations of 

utilities, roads, and easements.  

9. Letter of availability from the off-site provider if using off-site compliance options. 

10. Fee and form if required. 

NOTE: 

Construction activities that are part of a larger common plan of development or sale  

(e.g., commercial or residential subdivision) and disturb less than one acre may utilize a SWPPP 

template provided by DEQ and need not provide a separate stormwater management plan if 

one has been prepared and implemented for the larger common plan of development or sale  

(9VAC25-880-70 Part II) 
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4c. Stormwater Management Plan Technical Criteria 

As discussed in Module 2a, the Regulations include technical criteria that must be met in the 

stormwater management plan. There are two sets of criteria – II B and II C. The following two 

sections explain how to determine which criteria apply to a project. 

TIME LIMITS OF TECHNICAL CRITERIA APPLICABILITY  

(9VAC25-870-47B) 

Permits issued before July 1, 2014 

Land-disturbing activities that obtained state permit coverage or started land disturbance 

before July 1, 2014, must meet the Part II C technical criteria. Such projects shall remain subject 

to the Part II C technical criteria for two additional permit cycles (permit cycle is five years). 

After such time, portions of the project not under construction shall become subject to any new 

technical criteria adopted by the Board.  

 

Permits issued July 1, 2014 and after 

Land-disturbing activities that obtained an initial state permit on or after July 1, 2014 must 

meet the Part II B technical criteria, with the exception of grandfathered projects. Land-

disturbing activities conducted in accordance with the Part II B technical criteria shall remain 

subject to the Part II B technical criteria for two additional state permit cycles. After such time, 

portions of the project not under construction shall become subject to any new technical 

criteria adopted by the Board.   

Initial permit 
coverage 

Part II B 

1st 5-year 
renewal 

Part II B 

2nd 5-year 
renewal  

Part II B 

New 
critera 

7/1/29 – 6/30/34 7/1/14 – 6/30/19 
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GRANDFATHERING  

(9VAC25-870-48) 

The grandfathering section of the Regulations lays out conditions for determining whether a 

land-disturbing activity that was neither permitted nor had started land disturbance before July 

1, 2014 is able to meet the technical criteria in Part II C 

Locality, state, and federal projects 

Locality, state, and federal projects shall be considered grandfathered by the VSMP authority 

and shall be subject to the Part II C technical criteria provided: 

1. There has been an obligation of locality, state, or federal funding, in whole or in part, 

prior to July 1, 2012, or DEQ has approved a stormwater management plan prior to 

July 1, 2012; 

2. A state permit has not been issued prior to July 1, 2014; and 

3. Land disturbance did not start before July 1, 2014. 

Land disturbing activities grandfathered under the provision listed above, shall remain subject 

to the Part II C technical criteria until June 30, 2019. After such time, portions of the project not 

under construction shall become subject to any new technical criteria adopted by the Board. 

In cases where governmental bonding or public debt financing has been issued for a project 

prior to July 1, 2012, the project is subject to the technical criteria of Part II C and there is no 

specified time for completion. 

All other land-disturbing activities 

All other land-disturbing activities shall be considered grandfathered by the VSMP authority 

and shall be subject to the Part II C technical criteria provided: 

1. A proffered or conditional zoning plan, zoning with a plan of development, 

preliminary or final subdivision plat, preliminary or final site plan, or any document 

determined by the locality to be equivalent: 

i. Was approved by the locality prior to July 1, 2012,  
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ii. Provided a layout (a conceptual drawing sufficient to provide for the 

specified stormwater management facilities required at the time of approval 

9VAC25-870-10), 

iii. Complies with the Part II C technical criteria, and 

iv. Has not been subsequently modified or amended in a manner resulting in an 

increase in the amount of phosphorus leaving each point of discharge, and 

such that there is no increase in the volume or rate of runoff; 

2. A state permit has not been issued prior to July 1, 2014; and 

3. Land disturbance did not start before July 1, 2014. 

4. Land disturbing activities grandfathered under the provision listed above, shall remain 

subject to the Part II C technical criteria until June 30, 2019. After such time, portions of 

the project not under construction shall become subject to any new technical criteria 

adopted by the Board. 

See the flow charts on the next two pages for more assistance with determining time limits on 

applicability of approved design criteria and grandfathering.  

 

NOTE: 

An operator may choose to construct to a more stringent standard at their own discretion. 
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*Or a proffered or conditional zoning plan, zoning with a plan of development, 

preliminary or final subdivision plat, preliminary or final site plan, or any document 

determined by the locality to be equivalent thereto. 

  

Flow Chart of Time Limits of Applicability of Approved 

Technical Criteria and Grandfathering 

-Private LDAs- 
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ALTERNATIVES FOR MEETING THE PART II B TECHNICAL CRITERIA  

(9VAC25-870-63, 9VAC25_870-65, 9VAC25-870-66) 

The following sections describes a VSMP authority’s authorization to allow an operator to fully 

or partially meet the Part II B water quality technical criteria through the use of nutrient credits 

and other offsite options. 

Offsite compliance options  

(§62.1-44.15:35, 9VAC25-870-69) 

Offsite options include: 

1. Offsite controls utilized in accordance with a comprehensive stormwater 

management plan (9VAC25-870-92) for the local watershed within which a project 

is located; 

2. A locality pollutant loading pro rata share program (§15.2-2243) or similar local 

funding mechanism;  

3. The nonpoint nutrient offset program established pursuant to §62.1-44.15:35; 

4. Other offsite options approved by an applicable state agency or state board; and 

5. When an operator has additional properties available within the same hydrology 

unit code (HUC) or upstream HUC that the land-disturbing activity directly 

discharges to or within the same watershed as determined by the VSMP authority, 

offsite stormwater management facilities on those properties may be utilized to 

meet the required phosphorus nutrient reductions from the land-disturbing activity. 

NOTE: 

The offsite options listed in number 1 and 2 above may be used to meet the requirements of the 

water quantity criteria. 
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A VSMP authority must allow an operator to utilize offsite options under any of the following 

conditions: 

1. Less than five acres of land will be disturbed; 

2. The post-construction phosphorus control requirement is less than 10 pounds per 

year; or 

3. The operator demonstrates the following to the satisfaction of the VSMP authority: 

i. Alternative site designs have been considered that may accommodate on-

site best management practices, 

ii. On-site best management practices have been considered in alternative site 

designs to the maximum extent practicable,  

iii. Appropriate on-site best management practices will be implemented, and 

iv. Full compliance with the postdevelopment nonpoint nutrient runoff 

compliance requirements cannot practicably be met on-site.  

If an applicant demonstrates onsite control of at least 75% of the required phosphorus 

nutrient reductions, the applicant is deemed to have met the four requirements above. 

 

NOTE: 

Offsite options must not be allowed unless the selected offsite option achieves the necessary 

nutrient reductions before the start of land disturbance. In the case of phased projects, the 

operator may acquire or achieve offsite nutrient reductions before the start of each phase of 

land-disturbing activity in an amount sufficient for each phase.  

 

Offsite options cannot be used in violation of local water quality-based limitations at the point 

of discharge based on an impaired waters plan, an MS4 program plan, or otherwise established 

or approved by the Board. 

 

Comprehensive stormwater management plans 

(9VAC25-870-92)  

The first offsite options listed above is a comprehensive stormwater management plan. A 

locality’s VSMP authority may develop a comprehensive- or commonly referred to as regional – 
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stormwater management plan to meet the Part II B water quality and/or quantity criteria. The 

plan must be approved by DEQ. 

State and federal agencies may develop comprehensive stormwater management plans, and 

may participate in locality-developed comprehensive stormwater management plans where 

practicable and permitted by the locality VSMP authority. 

Nutrient offset program  

(§62.1-44.15:35) 

The third offsite option listed above is a nutrient offset program. A VSMP authority is 

authorized to allow the use of nutrient credits. The credits must be from the same tributary as 

the land-disturbing activity and the same or adjacent eight-digit hydrologic unit code (HUC). 

Credits outside the same or adjacent eight-digit HUC may only be used if, at the time of 

accepting the final site design, the VSMP authority determines no credits are available within 

the same or adjacent eight-digit HUC. 

Nutrient credits must also: 

 Comply with a 1:1 ration of credits to the required phosphorus reduction; 

 Achieve necessary nutrient reductions before the start of land disturbance; and be 

 Be documented in a certification from the credit provider with the number of 

phosphorus nutrient credits acquired and the associated ratio of nitrogen nutrient 

credits at the credit generating entity. Documentation must be provided to the VSMP 

authority and DEQ. 

Nutrient credits cannot be used to: 

 Address water quantity control requirements; nor to 

 Violate local water quality-based limitations. 
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ALTERNATIVES FOR MEETING THE PART II C TECHNICAL CRITERIA  

(9VAC25-870-99) 

Water quality requirements and where allowed, water quantity requirements, of Part II C may 

be achieved in accordance with the same offsite compliance options listed above for Part II B 

(9VAC25-870-69). 

1. Offsite controls utilized in accordance with a comprehensive stormwater 

management plan (9VAC25-870-92) for the local watershed within which a project 

is located; 

2. A locality pollutant loading pro rata share program (§15.2-2243) or similar local 

funding mechanism;  

3. The nonpoint nutrient offset program established pursuant to §62.1-44.15:35; 

4. Other offsite options approved by an applicable state agency or state board; and 

5. When an operator has additional properties available within the same hydrology 

unit code (HUC) or upstream HUC that the land-disturbing activity directly 

discharges to or within the same watershed as determined by the VSMP authority, 

offsite stormwater management facilities on those properties may be utilized to 

meet the required phosphorus nutrient reductions from the land-disturbing activity. 

 

NOTE: 

The offsite options listed in number 1 and 2 above may be used to meet the requirements of the 

water quantity criteria. 

 

Requesting an exception from the Part II B or II C technical criteria  

(9VAC25-870-57, 122) 

A request for an exception from the Part II B or II C technical criteria, including the reason for 

making the request, may be submitted in writing to the VSMP authority. 

A VSMP authority may grant exceptions to the technical requirements of Part II B or Part II C 

provided all of the following conditions are met: 
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 The exception is the minimum necessary to afford relief; 

 Reasonable and appropriate conditions shall be imposed so that the intent of the Act 

and Regulations are preserved; 

 Granting the exception will not confer any special privileges that are denied in other 

similar circumstances; and  

 Exception requests are not based upon conditions or circumstances that are self-

imposed or self-created.  

Exceptions must not be granted for: 

 Economic hardship alone; 

 Obtaining required state permits; or the 

 Use of a BMP not found on the Virginia Stormwater BMP Clearinghouse, except where 

allowed under Part II C. 

 

NOTE: 

Exceptions to requirements for phosphorus reductions are not allowed unless offsite options 

have been considered and found not available.  
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4d. Stormwater Management Plan Review Process 

ESC AND SWM PLAN SUBMITTAL 

The operator must submit the erosion and sediment control plan to the Virginia Erosion and 

Sediment Control (VESCP) authority for review and approval and the stormwater management 

plan to the VSMP authority for review and approval.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

REVIEW OF COMPLETENESS  

(§62.1-44.15:34, 9VAC25-870-108) 

The VSMP authority has 15 calendar days to determine the completeness of a stormwater 

management plan in accordance with 9VAC25-870-55 and notify the applicant of its 

determination. If the plan is not complete, the VSMP authority must notify the applicant in 

writing or electronically of the reason(s). 

PLAN REVIEW  

(§62.1-44.15:34, 9VAC25-870-108) 

If a plan is complete and the applicant has been notified within 15 days of submission, the VSMP 

authority has 60 calendar days from the time of notification to review the plan. 

If a determination of completeness is not made and communicated to the applicant within the 

15 calendar days, the plan shall be deemed complete as of the date of submission and the VSMP 

authority has 60 calendar days from the date of submission to review the plan. 

The VSMP authority has 45 calendar days from the date of resubmission to review a plan that 

was previously disapproved. 
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If a plan meets all the requirements of the Regulations and of the VSMP authority but no action 

is taken within the time specified above, then the plan is approved.  

NOTE: 

 

During the review period, the VSMP authority must notify the operator or the designated agent 

in writing of the decision to approve or disapprove the plan. The reason(s) for not approving a 

plan must be included.   
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LONG-TERM MAINTENANCE AGREEMENTS  

(9VAC25-870-112) 

The long-term responsibility for and maintenance of stormwater management facilities and 

other techniques specified to manage the quality and quantity of runoff requirements must be 

set forth in an instrument recorded in the local land records prior to state permit termination 

or earlier as required by the VSMP authority. At a minimum, the agreement must: 

 Be submitted for review and approval before the approval of the stormwater 

management plan; 

 Be stated to run with the land; 

 Provide for all necessary access to the property for purposes of maintenance and 

regulatory inspections; 

 Provide for inspections and maintenance and the submission of inspection and 

maintenance reports to the VSMP authority; and 

 Be enforceable by all appropriate governmental parties. 

SECURITY FOR PERFORMANCE  

(§62.1-44.15:34) 

Before plan approval, a VSMP authority may require an applicant, excluding state or federal 

entities, to submit a reasonable performance bond and must refund the bond within 60 days of 

completion of permit requirements.  

MODIFICATIONS 

(§62.1-44.15:34, 9VAC25-870-108) 

The VSMP authority has 60 calendar days to respond in writing for plans that have been 

modified after approval with either an approval or disapproval.  

Based on an inspection, the VSMP authority may require amendments to the approved 

stormwater management plan to address any deficiencies within a time frame set by the VSMP 

authority.  
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4e. SWPPP Development  

STORMWATER POLLUTION PREVENTION PLAN (SWPPP)  

(9VAC25-870-54, 9VAC25-880-70 PART II) 

The operator must develop a stormwater pollution prevention plan (SWPPP) before submitting 

a registration statement to the VSMP authority for permit coverage and implement the SWPPP 

throughout the construction activity. The SWPPP must include the following items: 

1. General information 

 Signed copy of the registration statement 

 Copy of the notice of coverage letter (upon receipt from DEQ) 

 Copy of the Construction GP (upon receipt from DEQ) 

 Narrative description of the nature of the construction activity, including the function of 

the project (e.g., low density residential, shopping mall, highway, etc.) 

 Legible site plan 

2. Erosion and sediment control plan 

 Approved ESC plan, “agreement in lieu of a plan”, or ESC plan developed in accordance 

with DEQ approved annual standards and specifications. All ESC plans must include a 

Approved ESC plan Approved SWM plan 

P2 plan 
Impaired waters, 

TMDL + exceptional 
waters requirements 

Qualified personnel 

Delegation of 
authority 

SWPPP signature 

General information 
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statement describing the maintenance responsibilities required for the erosion and 

sediment controls used. 

3. Stormwater management plan 

 New construction – approved SWM plan, “agreement in lieu of a plan”, or SWM plan 

developed in accordance with DEQ approved annual standards and specifications 

 Existing construction – description of, and all necessary calculations supporting, all 

post-construction stormwater management measures  

4. Pollution prevention (P2) plan 

 Identifies potential pollutant-generating activities and the pollutant that is expected to 

be exposed to stormwater 

 Describes the location where the potential pollutant-generating activities will occur, or 

if identified on the site plan, reference the site plan 

 Identifies all nonstormwater discharges, as authorized in 9VAC25-880-70 Part I E, that 

are or will be commingled with stormwater discharges from the construction activity, 

including any applicable support activity 

 Identifies the person responsible for implementing the pollution prevention practice or 

practices for each pollutant-generating activity if other than the person listed as the 

qualified personnel 

 Describes the pollution prevention practices and procedures that will be implemented 

to: 

1. Prevent and respond to leaks, spills, and other releases including (i) 

procedures for expeditiously stopping, containing, and cleaning up spills, leaks, 

and other releases; and (ii) procedures for reporting leaks, spills, and other 

releases in accordance with Part III G 

2. Prevent the discharge of spilled and leaked fuels and chemicals from vehicle 

fueling and maintenance activities (e.g., providing secondary containment such 

as spill berms, decks, spill containment pallets, providing cover where 

appropriate, and having spill kits readily available) 
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3. Prevent the discharge of soaps, solvents, detergents, and wash water from 

construction materials, including the clean-up of stucco, paint, form release oils, 

and curing compounds (e.g., providing (i) cover (e.g., plastic sheeting or 

temporary roofs) to prevent contact with stormwater; (ii) collection and proper 

disposal in a manner to prevent contact with stormwater; and (iii) a similarly 

effective means designed to prevent discharge of these pollutants) 

4. Minimize the discharge of pollutants from vehicle and equipment washing, 

wheel wash water, and other types of washing (e.g., locating activities away 

from surface waters and stormwater inlets or conveyance and directing wash 

waters to sediment basins or traps, using filtration devices such as filter bags or 

sand filters, or using similarly effective controls) 

5. Direct concrete wash water into a leak-proof container or leak-proof settling 

basin. The container or basin shall be designed so that no overflows can occur 

due to inadequate sizing or precipitation. Hardened concrete wastes shall be 

removed and disposed of in a manner consistent with the handling of other 

construction wastes. Liquid concrete wastes shall be removed and disposed of in 

a manner consistent with the handling of other construction wash waters and 

shall not be discharged to surface waters 

6. Minimize the discharge of pollutants from storage, handling, and disposal of 

construction products, materials, and wastes including (i) building products 

such as asphalt sealants, copper flashing, roofing materials, adhesives, and 

concrete admixtures; (ii) pesticides, herbicides, insecticides, fertilizers, and 

landscape materials; and (iii) construction and domestic wastes such as 

packaging materials, scrap construction materials, masonry products, timber, 

pipe and electrical cuttings, plastics, Styrofoam, concrete, and other trash or 

building materials 

7. Prevent the discharge of fuels, oils, and other petroleum products, hazardous or 

toxic wastes, and sanitary wastes 

8. Address any other discharge from the potential pollutant-generating activities 

not addressed above 
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 Describes procedures for providing pollution prevention awareness of all applicable 

wastes, including any wash water, disposal practices, and applicable disposal locations 

of such wastes, to personnel in order to comply with the conditions of this general 

permit.  

NOTE: 

The Regulations do not require the P2 plan to be approved before the start of land disturbance. 

However, a locality VSMP authority may require prior approval as part of a more stringent 

requirement.  

The P2 plan must be updated throughout the duration of the land-disturbing activity. 

 

5. SWPPP requirements for discharges to impaired waters, surface waters with an 

applicable TMDL wasteload allocation and exceptional waters 

 Identifies the impaired water(s), approved TMDL(s), pollutant(s) of concern, and 

exceptional waters, when applicable 

 Provides clear direction that: 

1. Permanent or temporary soil stabilization must be applied to denuded areas 

within seven days after final grade is reached on any portion of the site 

2. Nutrients must be applied in accordance with manufacturer's recommendations 

or an approved nutrient management plan and must not be applied during 

rainfall events 

3. A modified SWPPP inspection schedule shall be implemented in accordance with 

Part I B 4 or Part I B 5 of the Construction GP 

6. Qualified personnel 

 Lists the name, phone number, and qualifications of the qualified personnel conducting 

inspections  

7. Delegation of authority 

 Lists the individuals or positions with delegated authority, in accordance with 9VAC25-

880-70 Part III K, to sign inspection reports or modify the SWPPP 

8. SWPPP signature 
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 Signed and dated by operator or duly authorized representative of operator with the 

following certification (9VAC25-880-70 Part III K 4): 

"I certify under penalty of law that I have read and understand this document and that 

this document and all attachments were prepared in accordance with a system designed 

to assure that qualified personnel properly gathered and evaluated the information 

submitted. Based on my inquiry of the person or persons who manage the system, or 

those persons directly responsible for gathering the information, the information 

submitted is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, true, accurate, and complete. I am 

aware that there are significant penalties for submitting false information, including the 

possibility of fine and imprisonment for knowing violations." 

NOTE: 

The SWPPP requirements may be fulfilled by incorporating by reference other plans such as a 

spill prevention control and countermeasure (SPCC) plan. All plans incorporated by reference 

into the SWPPP become enforceable under this general permit. If a plan incorporated by 

reference does not contain all of the required elements of the SWPPP, the operator must 

develop the missing elements and include them in the SWPPP. 
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4f. Single-Family Detached Residential Structures 

Single-family detached residential structures that disturb equal to or greater than one acre of 

land require coverage under the Construction GP. However, there are some differences that set 

these land disturbing activities apart from the rest. 

Agreement in lieu of a stormwater management plan  

(§62.1-44.15:24) 

Instead of requiring the owner or permittee of a single family residence to submit a stormwater 

management plan, a VSMP authority may execute a contract with the owner that specifies 

methods that must be implemented to comply with the requirements of the VSMP. The 

agreement in lieu of a stormwater management plan can be downloaded from: 

http://deq.virginia.gov/programs/water/stormwatermanagement/vsmppermits/construction

generalpermit.aspx 

Registration Statement 

(§ 62.1-44.15:28) 

Operators of single-family detached residential structures that disturb equal to or greater than 

one acre of land are not required to submit a registration statement. Instead, operators need 

to download the coverage letter for single-family detached residential structures from: 

www.deq.virginia.gov/Programs/Water/StormwaterManagement/VSMPPermits/Construction

GeneralPermit.aspx. 

Long-term maintenance agreements, post-construction inspections and 

construction record drawings 

(9VAC25-870-108, 9VAC25-870-112, 9VAC25-870-114) 

The VSMP authority does not have to require long-term maintenance agreements for 

stormwater management facilities designed to treat stormwater runoff primarily from an 

individual residential lot on which they are located, provided it is demonstrated to the 

satisfaction of the VSMP authority that future maintenance of such facilities will be addressed 

through an enforceable mechanism at the discretion of the VSMP authority. Such facilities are 

not subject to the requirement for an inspection to be conducted by the VSMP authority. 

Additionally, VSMP authorities may choose not to require construction record drawings for 

stormwater management facilities that are not required to have maintenance agreements. 

http://deq.virginia.gov/programs/water/stormwatermanagement/vsmppermits/constructiongeneralpermit.aspx
http://deq.virginia.gov/programs/water/stormwatermanagement/vsmppermits/constructiongeneralpermit.aspx
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacodefull/title62.1/chapter3.1/article2.3/
http://www.deq.virginia.gov/Programs/Water/StormwaterManagement/VSMPPermits/ConstructionGeneralPermit.aspx
http://www.deq.virginia.gov/Programs/Water/StormwaterManagement/VSMPPermits/ConstructionGeneralPermit.aspx
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincode/title9/agency25/chapter870/section108/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincode/title9/agency25/chapter870/section112/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincode/title9/agency25/chapter870/section114/
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4g. Construction General Permit 

Land-disturbing activities that will disturb one acre or more or are part of a larger common 

plan of development or sale that will disturb one acre or more, must obtain coverage under the 

Construction GP. The permit is issued by DEQ and authorizes stormwater discharges from large 

and small construction activities.  

CONSTRUCTION GP REGISTRATION STATEMENT  

(62.1-44.15:34, 9VAC25-870-59, 9VAC25-880-30, 9VAC25-880-50) 

An operator must submit a complete and accurate registration statement for Construction GP 

coverage, when applicable, to the VSMP authority before starting land disturbance. By signing 

the registration statement, the operator is certifying they have prepared a SWPPP with the 

required plan approvals. A copy of the registration statement and instruction can be found on 

the next three pages. 

The registration statement can be downloaded from: 

http://deq.virginia.gov/programs/water/stormwatermanagement/vsmppermits/construction

generalpermit.aspx  

NOTE: 

Instructions for using DEQ’s GIS Mapping Application to obtain the HUC, receiving waters, and 

latitude and longitude to fill out the registration statement can be found at: 

http://www.deq.virginia.gov/Programs/Water/StormwaterManagement/VSMPPermits/Const

ructionGeneralPermit.aspx   

 

  

http://deq.virginia.gov/programs/water/stormwatermanagement/vsmppermits/constructiongeneralpermit.aspx
http://deq.virginia.gov/programs/water/stormwatermanagement/vsmppermits/constructiongeneralpermit.aspx
http://www.deq.virginia.gov/Programs/Water/StormwaterManagement/VSMPPermits/ConstructionGeneralPermit.aspx
http://www.deq.virginia.gov/Programs/Water/StormwaterManagement/VSMPPermits/ConstructionGeneralPermit.aspx
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Registration Statement 
General VPDES Permit for Discharges of Stormwater from Construction Activities (VAR10) 

(Please Type or Print All Information) 

1. Construction Activity Operator: (General permit coverage will be issued to this operator. The Certification in Item #12 must be 
signed by the appropriate person associated with this operator.) 

Name:               

Contact:               

Mailing Address:              

City:      State:   Zip:   Phone:      

Email address (if available):             

Indicate if DEQ may transmit general permit correspondence electronically:  Yes   No  

2. Existing General Permit Registration Number (for renewals only):        

3. Name and Location of the Construction Activity: 

Name:               

Address (if available):              

City:        State:     Zip:    

County (if not located within a City):            

Latitude (decimal degrees):     Longitude (decimal degrees):      

Name and Location of all Off-site Support Activities to be covered under the general permit: 

Name:               

Address (if available):              

City:        State:     Zip:    

County (if not located within a City):            

Latitude (decimal degrees):     Longitude (decimal degrees):      

4. Status of the Construction Activity (check only one):  Federal   State   Public   Private  

5. Nature of the Construction Activity (e.g., commercial, industrial, residential, agricultural, oil and gas, etc.): 

                

6. Name of the Receiving Water(s) and Hydrologic Unit Code (HUC): 

Name:       Name:        

HUC:       HUC:        

7. If the discharge is through a Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4), the name of the MS4 operator: 

                

8. Estimated Project Start and Completion Date:  

Start Date (mm/dd/yyyy):     Completion Date (mm/dd/yyyy):     

9. Total Land Area of Development (to the nearest one-hundredth acre):        

Estimated Area to be Disturbed (to the nearest one-hundredth acre):        

10. Is the area to be disturbed part of a larger common plan of development or sale?  Yes   No  

11. A stormwater pollution prevention plan (SWPPP) must be prepared in accordance with the requirements of the General 
VPDES Permit for Discharges of Stormwater from Construction Activities prior to submitting this Registration Statement. 
By signing this Registration Statement the operator is certifying that the SWPPP has been prepared. 

12. Certification: "I certify under penalty of law that I have read and understand this Registration Statement and that this document 

and all attachments were prepared in accordance with a system designed to assure that qualified personnel properly gathered and 
evaluated the information submitted. Based on my inquiry of the person or persons who manage the system or those persons 
directly responsible for gathering the information, the information submitted is to the best of my knowledge and belief true, 
accurate, and complete. I am aware that there are significant penalties for submitting false information including the possibility of 
fine and imprisonment for knowing violations." 

Printed Name:         Title:      

Signature:          Date:      

(Please sign in INK.  This Certification must be signed by the appropriate person associated with the operator identified in 
Item #1.) 
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Instructions for Completing the Registration Statement 
General VPDES Permit for Discharges of Stormwater from Construction Activities (VAR10) 

 
GENERAL 
 
A. Coverage Under this General Permit. 
 
Any operator applying for coverage under this general permit who is 
required to submit a Registration Statement (see Section B below) 
must submit a complete Registration Statement to the Department.  
The Registration Statement serves as a Notice of Intent for coverage 
under the General VPDES Permit for Discharges of Stormwater from 
Construction Activities (VAR10). 
 
B. Single-family Detached Residential Structures. 
 
Operators with an existing stormwater discharge or proposing a new 
stormwater discharge associated with the construction of a single-
family detached residential structure are not required to submit a 
Registration Statement or the Department of Environmental Quality 
(DEQ) portion of the general permit fee. 
 
Operators of these types of discharges are authorized to discharge 
under this general permit immediately upon the general permit’s 
effective date of July 1, 2014. 
 
C. To Apply for Permit Coverage. 
 

1. New Construction Activities. Any operator proposing a new 
stormwater discharge from construction activities shall submit a 
complete Registration Statement to the Department prior to the 
commencement of land disturbance, unless exempted by Section B 
above.  Any operator proposing a new stormwater discharge from 
construction activities in response to a public emergency where the 
related work requires immediate authorization to avoid imminent 
endangerment to human health or the environment is immediately 
authorized to discharge under this general permit and must submit a 
complete Registration Statement to the Department no later than 30 
days after commencing land disturbance; documentation to 
substantiate the occurrence of the public emergency must 
accompany the Registration Statement. 
 
2. Existing Construction Activities. Any operator that was 
authorized to discharge under the general permit issued in 2009, 
and who intends to continue coverage under this general permit, 
shall submit a complete Registration Statement to the Department 
on or before June 1, 2014, unless exempted by Section B above. 

 
D. Where to Submit Registration Statements. 
 
All Registration Statements should be submitted to: 

 
Department of Environmental Quality 
Office of Stormwater Management, 10

th
 Floor 

P.O. Box 1105 
Richmond, VA 23218 

 
LINE-BY-LINE INSTRUCTIONS 
 
Item 1: Construction Activity Operator Information. 
 
"Operator" means the owner or operator of any facility or activity 
subject to the Stormwater Management Act and regulations. In the 
context of stormwater associated with a large or small construction 
activity, operator means any person associated with a construction 
project that meets either of the following two criteria: (i) the person has 
direct operational control over construction plans and specifications, 
including the ability to make modifications to those plans and 
specifications or (ii) the person has day-to-day operational control of 
those activities at a project that are necessary to ensure compliance 
with a stormwater pollution prevention plan for the site or other state 
permit or VSMP authority permit conditions (i.e., they are authorized to 
direct workers at a site to carry out activities required by the 
stormwater pollution prevention plan or comply with other permit 
conditions). 
 

The entities that are considered operators will commonly consist of the 
owner or developer of a project (the party with control of project plans 
and specifications) or the general contractor (the party with day to day 
operational control of the activities at the project site which are 
necessary to ensure compliance with the general permit). 
 
Provide the legal name (do not use a colloquial name), contact, mailing 
address, telephone number, and email address (if available) of the 
construction activity operator; general permit coverage will be issued to 
this operator.  Indicate if the Department may transmit general permit 
correspondence electronically. 
 
Item 2: Existing General Permit Registration Number. 
 
For reapplications only, provide the existing general permit registration 
number for the construction activity.  This item does not need to be 
completed for new construction activities applying for general permit 
coverage. 
 
Item 3: Name and Location of the Construction Activity 
Information. 
 
Provide the official name, street address (if available), city or county (if 
not located within a City) of the construction activity.  Also, provide the 
latitude and longitude in decimal degrees of the approximate center of 
the construction activity (e.g., N 37.5000, W 77.5000). 
 
Name and Location of Off-site Support Activity Information. 
 
This general permit also authorizes stormwater discharges from 
support activities (e.g., concrete or asphalt batch plants, equipment 
staging yards, material storage areas, excavated material disposal 
areas, borrow areas) located on-site or off-site provided that (i) the 
support activity is directly related to a construction activity that is 
required to have general permit coverage; (ii) the support activity is not 
a commercial operation, nor does it serve multiple unrelated 
construction activities by different operators; (iii) the support activity 
does not operate beyond the completion of the construction activity it 
supports; (iv) the support activity is identified in the registration 
statement at the time of general permit coverage; (v) appropriate 
control measures are identified in a SWPPP and implemented to 
address the discharges from the support activity areas; and  (vi) all 
applicable state, federal, and local approvals are obtained for the 
support activity. 
 
Provide the official name, street address (if available), City and County 
(if not located within a City) of all off-site support activities to be 
covered under this general permit.  Also, provide the latitude and 
longitude in decimal degrees of the approximate center of the off-site 
support activities (e.g., N 37.5000, W 77.5000). Also, if an off-site 
support activity is going to be covered under this general permit the 
total land area of the off-site support activity and the estimated area to 
be disturbed by the off-site support activity need to be included in Item 
#9. 
 
Item 4: Status of the Construction Activity. 
 
Indicate the appropriate status (Federal, State, Public, or Private) of 
the construction activity. 
 
Item 5: Nature of the Construction Activity. 
 
Provide a brief description of the construction activity, such as 
commercial, residential, agricultural, oil and gas, etc. This list is not all 
inclusive. 
 
Item 6: Receiving Waters(s) and HUC Information. 
 
Provide the name of the receiving water(s) and corresponding HUC for 
all stormwater discharges including any stormwater discharges from 
off-site support activities to be covered under this general permit. 
Hydrologic Unit Code or HUC is a watershed unit established in the 
most recent version of Virginia’s 6

th
 order national watershed boundary 

dataset. 
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Item 7: MS4 Information. 
 
If stormwater is discharged through a municipal separate storm sewer 
system (MS4), provide the name of the MS4 operator. The name of the 
MS4 operator is generally the Town, City, County, Institute or Federal 
facility where the construction activity is located. 
 
Item 8: Construction Activity Start and Completion Date 
Information. 
 
Provide the estimated start date (month/day/year) of the construction 
activity.  Provide the estimated completion date (month/day/year) of 
the construction activity. 
 
Item 9: Construction Activity Area Information.  
 
Provide the total area (to the nearest one-hundredth acre) of the 
development (i.e.., the total acreage of the larger common plan of 
development or sale). Include the total acreage of any off-site support 
activity to be covered under this general permit. 
 
Provide the estimated area (to the nearest one-hundredth acre) to be 
disturbed by the construction activity. Include the estimated area of 
land disturbance that will occur at any off-site support activity to be 
covered under this general permit. 
 
Item 10: Common Plan of Development or Sale Information. 
 
Indicate if the area to be disturbed by the construction activity is part of 
a larger common plan of development or sale. Larger common plan of 
development or sale is defined as a contiguous area where separate 
and distinct construction may be taking place at different times on 
different schedules. Plan is broadly defined as any announcement or 
documentation, including a sign, public notice or hearing, sales pitch, 
advertisement, drawing, permit application, zoning request, etc., or 
physical demarcation such as boundary signs, lot stakes, or surveyor 
markings indicating that construction activities may occur. 
 
Item 11: Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP). 
 
A Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) must be prepared in 
accordance with the requirements of the General VPDES Permit for 
Discharges of Stormwater from Construction Activities (VAR10) prior to 
submitting this Registration Statement. By signing this Registration 
Statement the operator is certifying that the SWPPP has been 
prepared. 
 
Item 12: Certification. 
 
A properly authorized individual associated with the operator identified 
in Item 1 of the Registration Statement is responsible for certifying and 
signing the Registration Statement.  Please sign the Registration 
Statement in INK. 
 
State statutes provide for severe penalties for submitting false 
information on the Registration Statement. State regulations require 
that the Registration Statement be signed as follows: 
 

a. For a corporation: by a responsible corporate officer. For the 
purpose of this part, a responsible corporate officer means: 
 

(i) A president, secretary, treasurer, or vice-president of the 
corporation in charge of a principal business function, or any other 
person who performs similar policy-making or decision-making 
functions for the corporation, or 
 
(ii) the manager of one or more manufacturing, production, or 
operating facilities, provided the manager is authorized to make 
management decisions that govern the operation of the regulated 
facility including having the explicit or implicit duty of making major 
capital investment recommendations, and initiating and directing 
other comprehensive measures to assure long-term compliance 
with environmental laws and regulations; the manager can ensure 
that the necessary systems are established or actions taken to 
gather complete and accurate information for permit application 
requirements; and where authority to sign documents has been 

assigned or delegated to the manager in accordance with 
corporate procedures. 

 
b. For a partnership or sole proprietorship: by a general partner or 
the proprietor, respectively. 
 
c. For a municipality, state, federal, or other public agency: by either 
a principal executive officer or ranking elected official. For purposes 
of this part, a principal executive officer of a public agency includes: 
 

(i) The chief executive officer of the agency, or 
 
(ii) A senior executive officer having responsibility for the overall 
operations of a principal geographic unit of the agency. 
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FEES  

(9VAC25-870-820) 

Applicants are required to pay permit application fees. Fees are also required for registration 

for coverage under the Construction GP. Fees must be paid when applications for state permit 

issuance, reissuance, modification or transfer are submitted. Applications will be considered 

incomplete if the proper fee is not paid and will not be processed until the fee is received.  

The permit fee form can be downloaded from: 

http://deq.virginia.gov/programs/water/stormwatermanagement/vsmppermits/construction

generalpermit.aspx 

A copy of the permit fee form can be found on the next four pages. 

  

http://deq.virginia.gov/programs/water/stormwatermanagement/vsmppermits/constructiongeneralpermit.aspx
http://deq.virginia.gov/programs/water/stormwatermanagement/vsmppermits/constructiongeneralpermit.aspx
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DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY OPERATOR PERMIT FEE FORM 

(Please Type or Print All Information) 

 

Instructions: Applicants for a Construction Activity Individual Permit are required to pay permit application fees. Fees are 

also required for registration for coverage under a Construction Activity General Permit. Fees must be paid when 

applications for state permit issuance, reissuance, modification or transfer are submitted. Applications will be considered 

incomplete if the proper fee is not paid and will not be processed until the fee is received. 

 

The fee schedule for state permits is included with this form. Fees for state permit issuance, reissuance, maintenance, 

modification and transfer are included. Once you have determined the fee for the type of application you are submitting, 

complete this form. The original copy of the form and your check or money order payable to "Treasurer of Virginia" 

should be mailed to: 

 

 Department of Environmental Quality 

 Receipts Control 

 P.O. Box 1104 

 Richmond, VA 23218 

 

A copy of this form and a copy of your check or money order should accompany the permit application (or registration 

statement). You should retain a copy for your records. 

 

Construction Activity Operator: 

 
Name:                
 
Contact:               
 
Mailing Address:              
 
City:       State:   Zip:   Phone:      
 
Email address (if available):             

 

Name and Location of the Construction Activity: 

 
Name:                
 
City:         State:    Zip:     
 
County:                

 

Type of State Permit:  Construction Activity Individual Permit   Construction Activity General Permit  

(from Fee Schedule) 

 

Type of Action:  New Issuance  Reissuance   Maintenance 

 

    Modification   Transfer 

 

Amount of Fee Submitted (from Fee Schedule):       

 

Existing General Permit Registration Number (if applicable):      

 

FOR DEQ USE ONLY 

Date: DC #: 
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CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY PERMIT FEE SCHEDULE 

 
A. Individual Permits. The fee for filing a state permit application for a Construction Activity Individual Permit issued by the Board is as 

follows: (NOTE: Individual permittees pay an annual permit maintenance fee instead of a reapplication fee. The permittee is billed 
separately by DEQ for the annual permit maintenance fee.) 
 

TYPE OF STATE PERMIT ISSUANCE 

Individual Permit for Discharges from Construction Activities $15,000 

 
B. Registration Statements. The fee for filing a state permit application (registration statement) for coverage under a Construction 

Activity General Permit issued by the Board, including a state or federal agency that does not administer a project in accordance with 
approved annual standards and specifications, is as follows: 
 

TYPE OF STATE PERMIT ISSUANCE 

General / Stormwater Management - Small Construction Activity / Land Clearing (Single-family detached 
residential structures within or outside a common plan of development or sale with land-disturbance 
acreage less than five acres) 

$0 

General / Stormwater Management - Small Construction Activity / Land Clearing (Areas within common 
plans of development or sale with land-disturbance acreage less than one acre, except for single-family 
detached residential structures) 

$290 

General / Stormwater Management - Small Construction Activity / Land Clearing (Sites or areas within 
common plans of development or sale with land-disturbance acreage equal to or greater than one acre and 
less than five acres) 

$2,700 

General / Stormwater Management - Large Construction Activity / Land Clearing (Sites or areas within 
common plans of development or sale with land-disturbance acreage equal to or greater than five acres and 
less than 10 acres) 

$3,400 

General / Stormwater Management - Large Construction Activity / Land Clearing (Sites or areas within 
common plans of development or sale with land-disturbance acreage equal to or greater than 10 acres and 
less than 50 acres) 

$4,500 

General / Stormwater Management - Large Construction Activity / Land Clearing (Sites or areas within 
common plans of development or sale with land-disturbance acreage equal to or greater than 50 acres and 
less than 100 acres) 

$6,100 

General / Stormwater Management - Large Construction Activity / Land Clearing (Sites or areas within 
common plans of development or sale with land-disturbance acreage equal to or greater than 100 acres) 

$9,600 

 
The fee for filing a state permit application (registration statement) for coverage under a Construction Activity General Permit issued by 
the Board for a state or federal agency that administers a project in accordance with approved annual standards and specifications is as 
follows: 
 

TYPE OF STATE PERMIT ISSUANCE 

Construction General / Stormwater Management - Phase I Land  Clearing (“Large” Construction Activity - 
Sites or common plans of development or sale equal to or greater than 5 acres) 

$750 

Construction General / Stormwater Management - Phase II Land  Clearing (“Small” Construction Activity - 
Sites or common plans of development or sale equal to or greater than 1 acre and less than 5 acres) 

$450 
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C. State Permit Modification or Transfer Fees.  The following fees apply to the modification or transfer of a Construction Activity 

Individual Permit or a Construction Activity General Permit issued by the Board. The fee assessed shall be based on the total disturbed 
acreage of the construction activity. In addition to the state permit modification fee, modifications resulting in an increase in total 
disturbed acreage shall pay the difference in the initial Construction Activity General Permit fee paid and the Construction Activity 
General Permit fee that would have applied for the total disturbed acreage in Section B above. 
 

TYPE OF STATE PERMIT  MODIFICATION 

General / Stormwater Management - Small Construction Activity / Land Clearing (Single-family detached 
residential structures within or outside a common plan of development or sale with land-disturbance 
acreage less than five acres where DEQ is the VSMP authority) 

$0 

General / Stormwater Management - Small Construction Activity / Land Clearing (Areas within common 
plans of development or sale with land disturbance acreage less than one acre, except for single-family 
detached residential structures) 

$20 

General / Stormwater Management - Small Construction Activity / Land Clearing (Sites or areas within 
common plans of development or sale with land-disturbance acreage equal to or greater than one and less 
than five acres) 

$200 

General / Stormwater Management - Large Construction Activity / Land Clearing (Sites or areas within 
common plans of development or sale with land-disturbance acreage equal to or greater than five acres and 
less than 10 acres) 

$250 

General / Stormwater Management - Large Construction Activity / Land Clearing (Sites or areas within 
common plans of development or sale with land-disturbance acreage equal to or greater than 10 acres and 
less than 50 acres) 

$300 

General / Stormwater Management - Large Construction Activity / Land Clearing (Sites or areas within 
common plans of development or sale with land-disturbance acreage equal to or greater than 50 acres and 
less than 100 acres) 

$450 

General / Stormwater Management - Large Construction Activity / Land Clearing (Sites or areas within 
common plans of development or sale with land-disturbance acreage equal to or greater than 100 acres) 

$700 

Individual Permit for Discharges from Construction Activities $5,000 
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D. State Permit Maintenance Fees.  The following annual state permit maintenance fees apply to each state permit identified below, 

including expired permits that have been administratively continued. No annual state permit maintenance fee is required for coverage 
under a Construction Activity General Permit for a state or federal agency that administers a project in accordance with approved annual 
standards and specifications. 
 

TYPE OF STATE PERMIT  MAINTENANCE 

General / Stormwater Management - Small Construction Activity / Land Clearing (Single-family detached 
residential structures within or outside a common plan of development or sale with land-disturbance 
acreage less than five acres where DEQ is the VSMP authority) 

$0 

General / Stormwater Management – Small Construction Activity/Land Clearing (Areas within common 
plans of development or sale with land disturbance acreage less than one acre, except for single-family 
detached residential structures) 

$50 

General / Stormwater Management – Small Construction Activity/Land Clearing (Sites or areas within 
common plans of development or sale with land-disturbance acreage equal to or greater than one and less 
than five acres) 

$400 

General / Stormwater Management – Large Construction Activity/Land Clearing (Sites or areas within 
common plans of development or sale with land-disturbance acreage equal to or greater than five acres and 
less than 10 acres) 

$500 

General / Stormwater Management – Large Construction Activity/Land Clearing (Sites or areas within 
common plans of development or sale with land-disturbance acreage equal to or greater than 10 acres and 
less than 50 acres) 

$650 

General / Stormwater Management – Large Construction Activity/Land Clearing (Sites or areas within 
common plans of development or sale with land-disturbance acreage equal to or greater than 50 acres and 
less than 100 acres) 

$900 

General / Stormwater Management – Large Construction Activity/Land Clearing (Sites or areas within 
common plans of development or sale with land-disturbance acreage equal to or greater than 100 acres) 

$1,400 

Individual Permit for Discharges from Construction Activities $3,000 
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CONSTRUCTION GENERAL PERMIT SYSTEM 

 

The Construction General Permit System is a database utilized by locality VSMP authorities to 

coordinate the issuance and termination of Construction GP coverage with DEQ. Each VSMP 

authority must coordinate with DEQ to establish administrator access to the System.  

All Construction GP questions should be emailed to: constructiongp@deq.virginia.gov. 

Before the locality VSMP authority can enter the registration statement information into the 

Construction General Permit System, the program administrator must confirm the following: 

 Registration statement is complete and accurate; 

 Stormwater management plan has been approved by the VSMP authority; 

 Erosion and sediment control plan has been approved by the VESCP authority; 

 Initial conditions of the long-term maintenance agreement for permanent stormwater 

management facilities have been approved by the VSMP authority; and  

 All fees have been paid. 

Remember, the following land-disturbing activities do not get entered into the System: 

 Land-disturbing activities less than one acre and not part of a larger common plan of 

development or sale. 

 Land-disturbing activities associated with the construction of single-family detached 

residential structures. 

  

mailto:constructiongp@deq.virginia.gov
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Things to remember when using the Construction GP System 

- Excerpted from the Construction GP System User’s Guide –  

Registration Statement Data Entry Rules  

The following data entry rules should be followed when entering Operator Name, 

Operator Address, Construction Activity Name, and Construction Activity Location. 

Following these data entry rules will make it easier to search for data and provide 

consistency throughout the state. These are also the same data entry rules that are 

utilized by DEQ. 

Operator Name and Construction Activity Name  

The following data entry rules should be followed for Operator Name and 

Construction Activity Name. 

Punctuation should not be used  

This includes but is not limited to apostrophes, periods, and commas. When the 

apostrophe is omitted, no space should be used between the word and the 

possessive "s".  Example:  Saint Mary’s Hospital would be entered as Saint Marys 

Hospital. 

Symbols should not be used 

When a symbol is present in a name, the symbol is to be omitted and a space is left 

as a placeholder, except in the case of the apostrophe. The "&" should be spelled 

out as "and", "@" as "at", and "#" as "number.”   Examples: 

 

 A Registration Statement (RS) is received for #1 Cleaner’s. It is entered 

as "Number 1 Cleaners." 

 A RS is received for $2.99 Cleaners. It is entered as 2 99 Cleaners. Note 

that NO space is left at the beginning of the name for the $ symbol. 

Abbreviations should not be used 

All names are to be completely spelled out. This includes common abbreviations 

such as St. would be entered as Saint. Example, St. Mary's Hospital would be entered 

as Saint Marys Hospital. 

Data should not be entered in all upper case or lower case 

Construction Activity Names identified by a number 

For Gas Stations, Convenience Stores, and other names that are identified by a 

number, separate the name and number by a space only. It should be entered as 

the store name followed by the number. Do not use the # symbol or a hyphen. 

Examples:  7 Eleven 89653 
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Hyphen Exceptions 

The only exception to the no symbols or punctuation rule is the use of a hyphen to 

separate a name and a locator. When using a hyphen to separate a name, then 

add a locator, it is to be entered as the name followed by a space followed by the 

hyphen followed by a space followed by the locator. 
 

 Tidewater Materials – Jackson Quarry 

Residence as Construction Activity Location Name 

Residences are entered last name then first name followed by “residence”.  

Example: 

 Smith John Residence 

 

If there are multiple individuals to be listed, then the last names should be 

entered with no punctuation or symbols followed by a description such as 

residence, property, estate, etc. Enter the order of the names as they appear in 

the document or application. In the comment field, enter the full names of the 

individuals. Examples: 

 Smith Jones Johnson Ball Residence 

 Agee Rowe Simpson Estate 

 

If the last names of all of the individuals do not fit in the name field, enter as 

many as possible followed by “et al” (no punctuation), and enter the remaining 

information in the comment field. In the comment field, enter the names of the 

individuals.  Example: 

 

  Jones Johnson et al Estate 

 

In the comment field, enter John Smith, Henry Jones, Robert Johnson, Paul Taylor 

Federal Facilities 

Federal facility names are entered as US [space] department name [space] hyphen 

[space] locator. Use the abbreviation US for United States with all military bases.  

Examples: 

 US Army - Fort Belvoir 

 US Navy - Naval Weapons Warfare Center – Dahlgren 

 US Air Force - Andrews Air Force Base 

 US Post Office - Deep Creek Station 

Localities 

The name of the locality is entered followed by a locator.   Do not use “of” in the 

name.  Examples: 

 Hanover County – Parks and Recreation 

 Richmond City – Sanitation Department 

 Accomac Town – Fire Department 
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Construction Activity Operator Mailing Address 

The address is entered with no punctuation or symbols, and follows the 

guidelines of the USPS Postal Addressing Standards.  

Alphabetic Street Names and Post Office Boxes 

Street names are spelled out. Street suffixes such as road, avenue, and lane are 

abbreviated. Post office boxes are entered as PO Box.  There is no space 

between PO and “P”, “O”, “B” are capitalized. 

 

Examples: 

 629 E Main St 

 PO Box 777 

 

COMMONLY USED ADDRESS ABBREVIATIONS: 

Attention Attn Junction Jct 

Avenue Ave Parkway Pkwy 

Boulevard Blvd Pike Pike 

Branch Br Place Pl 

Bypass Byp Plaza Plz 

Center Ctr Road Rd 

Circle Cir Route Rte 

Crossing Xing Shore Shr 

Drive Dr Station Sta 

Expressway Expy Street St 

Harbor Hbr Suite Ste 

Heights Hts Turnpike Tpke 

Highway Hwy   

 

When a street name is the name of a state, country, or direction, the name is 

spelled out (not abbreviated). 

Examples: 

 103 Virginia Ave 

 520 North St 

 612 England Rd 

Numeric Street Names 

Numeric street names are entered as the number followed by the appropriate suffix, 

such as “th”, “nd”, “st”, “rd”. 

Example:   4513 3rd St 

Unit Designators 

Unit designators such as Apartment, Suite, and Floor are entered on the same line as 

the street address if possible. 
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Example: 629 E Main St Ste 802 

 

If there is not enough room in Address Line 1, enter this information in Address Line 2. 

 

Common Unit Designators include: 

Apartment Apt 

Building Bldg 

Floor Fl 

Suite Ste 

Unit Unit 

Room Rm 

Department Dept 

 

County, State and Local Highways 

County, State and Local highways as the actual street names are spelled out. 

Examples: 

 101 County Road 20 

 1126 County Highway 140 

 300 Highway 50 

 220 Interstate 64 

Directional Indicator in Address 

The directional indicator refers to descriptive information that gives a direction to the 

address. The following is a list of the directional indicators and the appropriate 

abbreviations. 

 

North N 

South S 

East E 

West W 

Northeast NE 

Northwest NW 

Southeast SE 

Southwest SW 

 

Construction Activity Location Address 

If the Operator provides a Construction Activity Location address on the Registration 

Statement, the same data entry rules described in Section 1.4.2 above should be 

followed. 

 

Additionally, corner addresses can be entered if a specific street number is not 

available.  They are entered as first street name linked by “and” followed by the 

second street name. 

Example: 5th and High  
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CONSTRUCTION GP ISSUANCE 

Locality VSMP authority collects the state portion of the permit fee  

After the locality VSMP authority enters the information from the registration statement into 

the system, the locality VSMP authority and DEQ receive an email notifying receipt of the 

submission. Then DEQ issues Construction GP coverage and the operator receives an email with 

the coverage letter. The locality VSMP authority is copied on the email. If the operator has 

chosen not to receive information electronically, the notice of coverage letter will be sent via 

the US Postal Service.  

 

  

1st VSMP authority confirms application is complete 

2nd 
VSMP authority enters information from registration 

statement into system 

3rd 
Email notifying receipt of registration statement sent to VSMP 

authority and DEQ  

4th 
DEQ issues permit coverage and operator and VSMP 

authority receive coverage letter via email or USPS 
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Locality VSMP authority does not collect the state portion of the permit fee 

After the VSMP authority enters the information from the registration statement into the 

system, the VSMP authority and DEQ receive an email notifying receipt of the submission. Then 

the operator receives an email from DEQ explaining their payment options: 

 Credit card online (fastest method); or 

 Check or money order. 

Once the operator makes their payment, DEQ issues Construction GP coverage and the operator 

receives an email with the coverage letter. The locality VSMP authority is copied on the email. If 

the operator has chosen not to receive information electronically, the notice of coverage letter 

will be sent via the US Postal Service. 

1st VSMP authority confirms application is complete 

2nd 
VSMP authority enters information from registration 

statement into system 

3rd 
Email notifying receipt of registration statement sent to VSMP 

authority and DEQ  

6th 
DEQ issues permit coverage and operator and VSMP 

authority receive coverage letter via email or USPS 

4th Email notifying operator of their payment options sent 

5th Payment submitted  
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4h. Locality VSMP Authority Approval to Start Land Disturbance 

 

LOCALITY VSMP AUTHORITY PERMIT REQUIREMENTS  

(§62.1-44.15:27) 

Locality VSMP authorities must issue a consolidated stormwater management and erosion and 

sediment control permit that is consistent with the provisions of the Erosion and Sediment 

Control Law. The permit must also include a copy of or reference to the Construction GP. 

A locality VSMP authority may only approve the start of land-disturbance after DEQ has issued 

the Construction GP. When the Construction GP is not required, authorization may be given 

after the required plans have been approved, initial terms of the long-term maintenance 

agreement have been submitted (as required), and any local fees have been paid (§62.1-

44.15:27, 62.1-44.15:34). 

1. Plan preparation 

2. ESC plan, SWM plan 

and maintenance 

agreement submittal 

3. Determination of 

completeness 

6. SWPPP 

development 
5. Plan approval 4. Plan review 

7. Construction GP 

registration statement 

submittal 

8. Construction GP 

issued by DEQ 

9. VSMP authority 

approval to start 

construction 
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Knowledge Check Questions 

Answer the following questions with the reference from the Act and/or Regulations 

1. What must permit applicants submit to the VSMP authority about permanent stormwater 

management facilities before the stormwater management plan can be approved? 

 

2. If a project received permit coverage in May 2012, what technical criteria is the project 

subject to? How long is the project subject to the technical criteria? 

 

 

3. If a non-grandfathered project received permit coverage in August 2015, what technical 

criteria is the project subject to? How long is the project submitted to the technical criteria? 

 

 

4. Circle the condition(s) below that prevents a private land disturbing activity from being 

grandfathered: 

 Construction GP coverage was issued before July 1, 2014 

 Land disturbance started after July 1, 2014 

 A final site plan that provides a layout, complies with the Part II C technical criteria, 

has not been modified since approval, was approved by the locality after July 1, 

2014 

5. If a determination of completeness is not communicated to the applicant within the 

required timeframe, how long does the VSMP authority have to review the stormwater 

management plan? 

 

 

6. What type of regulated land-disturbing activity requires coverage under the Construction 

GP, but does not need to submit a registration statement?  
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Knowledge Check Answers 

1. What must permit applicants submit to the VSMP authority about permanent stormwater 

management facilities before the stormwater management plan can be approved? 

Initial terms of the long-term maintenance agreement (9VAC25-870-112). 

2. If a project received permit coverage in May 2012, what technical criteria is the project 

subject to? How long is the project subject to the technical criteria? 

The project is subject to the Part II C technical criteria until June 30, 2024. After that time, any 

unfinished portion of the site is subject to any new technical criteria (9VAC25-870-47B). 

3. If a non-grandfathered project received permit coverage in August 2015, what technical 

criteria is the project subject to? How long is the project submitted to the technical criteria? 

The project is subject to the Part II B technical criteria until June 30, 2029. After that time, any 

unfinished portion of the site is subject to any new technical criteria (9VAC25-870-47B). 

4. Circle the condition(s) below that prevents a private land disturbing activity from being 

grandfathered: 

Construction GP coverage was issued before July 1, 2014 (9VAC25-870-48). 

5. If a determination of completeness is not communicated to the applicant within the 

required timeframe, how long does the VSMP authority have to review the stormwater 

management plan? 

60 days from the time the plan was submitted (9VAC25-870-108). 

6. What type of regulated land-disturbing activity requires coverage under the Construction 

GP, but does not need to submit a registration statement?  

Single-family homes disturbing greater than or equal to one acre (§62.1-44.15:28). 

 


