· Branching Out

July 27, 2012
The mission of Three Rivers Environmental Educators is to promote collaboration of resources and provide networking opportunities for environmental educators in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula areas of Virginia.  www.vanaturally.com/tree 
TREE meetings:
Our next meeting will be:

September 18: Friends of the Rappahannock, Fredricksburg, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Topic TBD

We need meeting venues and topics for next year’s meetings.  E-mail information to Charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov
Local Events:
Introduction to Plant Identification: Wetland Species of the Mid-Atlantic Coast – August 8, 2012 -- Virginia Institute of Marine Science, Gloucester Point, VA -- Dr. Doug DeBerry will lecture, and will lead the class through a “virtual laboratory” on plant identification techniques [much like the format used for the “Grasses, Sedges and Rushes” workshop last winter!].  In the virtual laboratory (which will take place in the auditorium), Dr. DeBerry will discuss use of plant identification techniques, characteristics, and additional available resources.  There is no charge for this class but pre-registration is required.  To register, send an email with the following information: 1) name, 2) affiliation, and 3) email address to: syerdle@vims.edu, OR fax: 804-684-7120, OR telephone: 804-684-7144.  Registration confirmations will follow within several days.
Sign Up Now for 2012 4-H Water Wizard Program

The 4-H Water Wizards day-camp style program will be offered by Westmoreland & Richmond County 4-H programs again this summer.  It is a three day environmental education program focused on a meaningful watershed experience.  The program is open to boys and girls ages 9-13.  The dates for this year are August 13, 14 & 15.

The program is shaping up as follows but is subject to change.  The first day will be at a site with water access and the second day will be spent exploring a local creek by canoe with Chesapeake Bay Educators.  The 3rd day will be held on the Chesapeake Bay on a charter boat leaving from Reedville.

The program will run from 9am-4pm on the first and second days and from 8-4 on the third day.  Youth should be committed to attending all three days of the program.   The cost is $20 per participant.  Space is limited and registration will be first come, first served.  Participants must register for this program by calling the Westmoreland County Extension Office at 493-8924.  Registration deadline is Friday, August 3.
Oyster Roundup & New Gardener Seminar for Gloucester - Chesapeake Bay Foundation
August 16

6:00 - 7:30 pm

VIMS Watermen's Hall 

1208 Greate Road, Classroom A?B, Gloucester Point, VA 23062

Growing your own oysters is one of the most enjoyable and interactive ways you can contribute to the recovery of the Chesapeake Bay. As critical filters, oysters are a key player in our restoration efforts. And people of all ages, especially kids, find great enjoyment helping and observing these amazing creatures grow. Now more than ever, CBF needs volunteers to grow oysters in salty waters throughout Virginia. We've all heard of the drastic decline of our oyster population. Now, here's a way to take action and have a direct impact on oyster restoration and the ultimate health of the Bay. CBF experts will lead you during a one-hour training seminar in various cities throughout the eastern portion of Virginia, starting July 12 and running through mid-September. Please review the calendar below and register today! A $30 suggested donation covers the cost of 1,000 native oyster seed and includes CBF membership. Visit our website http://www.cbf.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.cbf.org%2fvirginiaoysters&srcid=40593&srctid=1&erid=11266398&trid=ecc745ba-de7b-4404-8872-78440f0c4ac7  to learn more about our oyster gardening program.   Oyster gardening only takes about two hours a month and is a fun and fulfilling way to help the Bay. Thanks to volunteers like you, CBF and its partners have grown or transplanted nearly 40 million oysters since 1996! If you live on, near, or have access to salty water, you can join the ranks of CBF Virginia Oyster Gardeners. Please help us continue this important effort.

 
Other Events:
The Mariners' Museum's Science Teacher Workshops
August 1-3, 2012

Take one day out of your summer to enrich your students' learning all year long!

The Mariners' Museum's Science Teacher Workshops are designed to provide instructors with new insights into creating and implementing more engaging and stimulating lesson plans for the class-room. Each day-long session focuses on connecting scientific concepts with practical uses both in the classroom and in the world around us.

Courses Include:

Ironclads, Chemistry and Conservation
August 1 - 9 A.M.- 3 P.M.

Using The Mariners' Museum's state-of-the-art Batten Conservation Lab as a backdrop, participants examine how chemistry is used to conserve metal and organic objects found in a marine archaeological environment. Real world application is discussed as you learn about ongoing conservation of artifacts recovered from the Civil War Ironclad Monitor and how lessons can be

applied to the classroom.

Science SOLs: CH.1: a, b, c; CH.2: c, g, h; CH.3: a-e; CH.4: g; CH.5: a-f Points Earned: 5

Chesapeake Bay: An Estuary in Crisis
August 2 - 9 A.M.- 3 P.M.

While exploring changes in the Chesapeake Bay over time, this workshop

discusses the factors that have contributed to its decline. We will examine

the Bay as an ecosystem and conclude with a walk on the Noland Trail and

a discussion of what actions can be taken to help save the Bay.

Science SOLs: LS 4.5, 4.8, 5.5, 6.7, 10, 11 ES 9; Bio 9 Points Earned: 5

Kayaking on the Bay: Fresh vs. Saltwater
August 3 - 8 A.M.- 4:30 P.M.

Spend a day kayaking and gain a unique perspective of the Chesapeake Bay

to take back to the classroom. We'll explore many aspects of the Bay's

ecosystem while paddling in Lake Maury and the James River.

Science SOLs: LS. 1, LS 5, LS 7, LS 10, LS 11; Bio 9 Points Earned: 8; minimum of 10 teachers, maximum of 16 teachers

Workshops can be taken for recertification points.

Each workshop is $45 with the exception of the Kayak day which is $75(includes rental fees for field equipment, kayaks, life jackets and paddles). Teachers will receive the rate of $140 for all three sessions. The price also includes teacher materials, a catered lunch and free admission to The Mariners' Museum. To learn more or to register, contact Wisteria Perry (757) 591-7744, wperry@MarinersMuseum.org, or visit, www.MarinersMuseum.org/education 

WOW! The Wonders of Wetlands (Wetland Bootcamp Series)

August 6, 2012                   

9:00am - 4:00pm 

Cost: $45.00*

WOW! introduces participants to wetland ecology through a study of the three parameters of wetlands: vegetation, soils and hydrology. Participants will also learn about wetland functions and values by utilizing K-12 cross curricular, inquiry based activities. Leave with a wetland resource guide with over 50 hands-on, multidisciplinary activities in lesson plan format, and ideas for student action projects. All programs will take place at Wetland Studies and Solutions, Inc, 5300 Wellington Drive, Suite 100, Gainesville, VA 20155. To register: Call 410-745-9620. For more information: Susan Sanger wow@wetland.org or 410-745-9620 x225. Registration required by July 23, 2012.

                                                                                                                                                              

POW! The Planning of Wetlands (Wetland Bootcamp Series)

August 7, 2012                  

9:00am - 4:00pm 

Cost: $50.00* 

Participants will learn the step-by-step process for creating or enhancing wetlands on school grounds or within the community. POW! guides participants through wetland design and construction with the goal of utilizing the habitat as an outdoor classroom. Leave with cross curricular activities that allow students to participate in the design, installation and monitoring of a schoolyard wetland habitat. All programs will take place at Wetland Studies and Solutions, Inc, 5300 Wellington Drive, Suite 100, Gainesville, VA 20155. To register: Call 410-745-9620. For more information: Susan Sanger wow@wetland.org or 410-745-9620 x225.
Free Tools and other Cool Stuff

Center for Coastal Resources Management (CCRM) Website -- http://ccrm.vims.edu/index.html -- Includes information on permits, wetlands, GIS data and maps, resources/publications, research, and more.  – Examples of information include the CCRM Shoreline Guidance, Other Permitting Agency Guidance, Decision Tools, Permit Records, and a Discussion Forum.  Has information on Living Shorelines, Tidal Wetlands, Non-Tidal Wetlands, Wetland Plants, Wetlands Research, and more. 
Grants, Volunteers, and Funding:
Apply for a PLT GreenWorks! Grant 
Have an idea for an environmental service-learning project for your students? Need funds to implement it? PLT GreenWorks! grants of up to $3,000 are available. Deadline to apply is September 30.

Read More >
Jobs
Position Opening: Potomac Conservancy, Coordinator -- www.potomac.org – The coordinator serves as organizer, spokesperson, and liaison for several of the Conservancy’s outreach program projects, particularly work around the Captain John Smith Chesapeake and Star-Spangled Banner National Historical Trails, Growing Native (www.growingnative.org), the River Center at Lock 8, and Canal Stewards. The Coordinator will help to develop and implement the Conservancy’s outreach efforts and will cultivate relationships with individuals, organizations, community groups, corporations, and partners to build a community of people that advocate for the Potomac. In general, the Coordinator will assist and support the Senior Director of Communications & Outreach, particularly publicizing outreach events online and to the media. Send resume and cover letter and 1 writing sample to: Outreach Coordinator Search; Potomac Conservancy; 8601 Georgia Avenue, Suite 612; Silver Spring, MD 20910 or via email to: Anne Sundermann at sundermann@potomac.org. For a position description, contact Anne Sundermann. 
NAAEE Looking for a Skilled Program Assistant 
Seeking accomplished and creative Program Assistant to join the North American Association for Environmental Education (NAAEE) in Washington, DC. The Program Assistant will be responsible for providing administrative support to the Executive Director and NAAEE staff, as well as assisting with key programmatic and communications activities. Responsibilities include overseeing administrative, editorial, and office tasks needed to support the organization, including writing and editing web copy, posting on Facebook and Twitter, conducting research, establishing a blog for NAAEE, and assisting with action alerts and other communications outreach activities.

 

Candidates should have at least 3 years of experience in environmental education or communications, social media, conservation, administrative, or related fields. Excellent communication skills are required, including superior writing and editing skills and experience with social media. Background in managing budgets, contracts, and providing administrative support a plus! Strong preference for applicants who take initiative and are skilled with all aspects of Office (Word, Excel, and PowerPoint) and social media (Facebook, Twitter, Four Square, blogs, and more.). We're looking for a team player, with a high energy level, who is enthusiastic about working to build NAAEE. NAAEE is at an exciting stage with immense prospect for growth both for the organization and our team members.

 

Position will be based in DC. Click here http://www.naaee.net/sites/default/files/us/staff/ProgramAsstJD_July10_2012.docx  for complete job description. Please email resume, cover letter, and salary history to Christiane Maertens, Deputy Director, at Christiane.maertens@gmail.com . Applicants are encouraged to apply as soon as possible, but will be accepted until the position is filled.

Got news, job postings, events, or other information to share?  Want to brag about awards?  Hear about something that would be of interest to members? Send them to charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 

Please forward this to anyone that might be interested.  Want to be included on the TREE mailings?  Contact charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 
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