· Branching Out

June 29, 2012
The mission of Three Rivers Environmental Educators is to promote collaboration of resources and provide networking opportunities for environmental educators in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula areas of Virginia.  www.vanaturally.com/tree 
Big news: Effective June 25, 2012  the Virginia Office of Environmental Education and the Virginia Naturally program will relocate from the Department of Environmental Quality to the Department of Conservation and Recreation. Here is the new contact information for Sheila Barnett and David Ruble:
Sheila Barnett or 804-786-1815
David Ruble or 804-371-4918
For those that are not familiar, VOEE office was responsible for the grant that started TREE.  If you haven’t had a chance, visit www.vanaturally.org to see grants, teacher trainings, and events. 

TREE meetings:
We had a great meeting on June 18 when Lisa Deaton from Project Learning Tree told us about the program and gave us lots of resources for forest, water, and other environmental education.  She told us about legislation affecting environmental education in schools.  

Our next meeting will be:

September 18: Friends of the Rappahannock, Fredricksburg, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Topic TBD
Other Events:
Teacher Professional Development Courses – Various dates in June, July, and August 2012 – Located in Maryland, Virginia, Pennsylvania, and Washington, D.C. -- Participants can earn recertification credit or graduate credit from Catholic University or Mary Baldwin College (extra fee for graduate credit). For more information, see http://www.cbf.org/page.aspx?pid=282
Call for Abstracts: Natural Areas Conference – Abstract submission deadline extended to July 1, 2012; Conference: October 9-12, 2012 – Norfolk, Va. -- This conference is an annual gathering of conversation professionals, natural areas managers, biologists and more. It’s hosted by the Natural Areas Association and the National Association of Exotic Pest Plant Councils. The Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation is the local co-host for 2012.  Areas of interest are: Natural Areas Program Relevance and Resilience, Marketing, Communications and Outreach, Land Conservation, Coastal/Marine Issues, Cave/Karst Issues, Cultural Resource Management, Managing Climate Disruption Effects, Managing Public Access in Natural Areas, Fire Ecology and Management, Invasive Species Management, and Conserving Rare Species.  For more information, see www.naturalarea.org/12conference.

2012 Annual Meeting of the Virginia Native Plant Society:  “Then and Now Along the James: Changing Landscapes, Changing Plants” -- September 14-16, 2012 -- Wyndham Virginia Crossings Conference Center, Glen Allen, VA -- According to the Society’s Spring 2012 Bulletin (available as PDF at http://vnps.org/), the meeting “will provide opportunities to visit floodplain and riverside areas to learn how they have changed over the years due to human influence, and what is being done to protect or restore native plants and check the spread of invasives.”  For more information, visit http://vnps.org/wp/vnps-2012-annual-meeting-september-14-16/; call (540) 837-1600; vnpsofc@shentel.net.
2012 
Environmental Education Conference to be held at Hungry Mother State Park October 25-26.

Proposals are now being accepted for sessions with the conference theme being Enhancing Environmental Education through Heritage and Biodiversity.

 

Please go to the website  for additional information and to submit a proposal.

The 2012-2013 Watershed Educators Institute,

a series of one and two day workshops designed to train nonformal educators in meaningful watershed educational activities,  will begin in September. To be formally recognized as a Watershed Educator Leader in the Commonwealth of Virginia participants need to complete 30 hours of training which is the equivalent of 5 workshops. Participants may also choose to simply attend one or more workshops to expand their knowledge as interested. The brochure listing the workshop dates with locations and registration link will be available by August 1 on the VaNaturally website.

MAEOE is now accepting proposals for the 2013 MAEOE Conference. Join over 600 educators for this amazing event.

The conference will take place February 7-10 at the newly remodeled Princess Royale in Ocean City, Maryland. Be a part of the excitement by improving Environmental Education in the region. 

Go to http://www.maeoe.org/conference/2013/index.php for conference details and information on how to submit a proposal. Proposal deadline is September 7. 

Free Tools and other Cool Stuff

National Wetland Plant List -- This new list went into effect June 1, 2012 and replaces the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s 1988 “National List of Plant Species that Occur in Wetlands.”  This list is used in wetland delineation, wetland restoration and research, and the development of compensatory mitigation goals, as well as in providing general botanical information about wetland plants.  Online access is available at http://geo.usace.army.mil/wetland_plants/index.html. The list is hosted on a US Army Corps of Engineers web server (See the instructions for accessing this Department of Defense web site).
Get NTEN:Change for Free to Stay on Top of the Latest Developments in Nonprofit Technology
Win the battle against information overload with NTEN:Change, A Quarterly Journal for Nonprofit Leaders. Each issue breaks down the most important developments in nonprofit technology in plain English, so you can better meet your mission. The latest edition features Beth Kanter on Content Curation, "Mapping Your Communications Mix" from Idealware's Laura Quinn, a case study on Pinterest, and much more. Thanks to the support of Google, NTEN is proud to offer NTEN:Change to GrantStation readers for free. Get connected to the information you need: Subscribe today!

Everything You Always Wanted to Know About Fundraising (but were afraid to ask)
This four-part series, written by Jay Frost of FundraisingInfo.com, highlights some of the most popular and important questions on the minds of fundraisers over the last decade. Click on the link (title)  above to read Part One.

School Curriculum “Estuaries 101” – This new middle school curriculum of information and activities is designed to accompany the existing high school curriculum.  A news release on the middle school curriculum resource is available at http://estuaries.noaa.gov/News/Default.aspx?id=396 , and the main “Estuary Education” Web site is http://estuaries.noaa.gov/.  Developed by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) National Estuarine Research Reserve System. 
Students Learning Environmental Stewardship Improve Science Scores

Science test results of 463 students in Louisiana show the students that received horticulture lessons and participated in a restoration project scored higher than the students in a control group.
Kathryn Karsh, Edward Bush, Janice Hinson and Pamela Blanchard. Integrating Horticulture Biology and Environmental Coastal Issues into the Middle School Science Curriculum. HortTechnology, 19: 813-817 (2009). 
http://eelinked.naaee.net/n/eeresearch/posts/Stud... 

Grants, Volunteers, and Funding:
2012 American Grants and Loans Catalog

The new 2012 edition contains over 5200 programs available through the U.S. government, private foundations, and corporations offering various sources of funding programs. Read the press release: http://www.sonomastatestar.com/news-briefs/new-ame... 

Youth Service America: State Farm Good Neighbor Student Achievement Grants
Youth Service America (YSA) is a resource center that partners with thousands of organizations committed to increasing the quality and quantity of volunteer opportunities for young people to serve locally, nationally, and globally. The State Farm Good Neighbor Student Achievement Grant program, administered by YSA, provides grants of up to $1,500 for programs that enhance student achievement through service-learning in K-12 public schools in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, and in the Canadian provinces of Alberta, New Brunswick, and Ontario. The program requires a 12-to-14 week Semester of Service starting on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service (January 21, 2013) and ending on Global Youth Service Day (April 26-28, 2013). Eligible candidates include teachers, service-learning coordinators in public schools, and staff in community-based organizations working within public schools. The application deadline is July 31, 2012. Visit the YSA website by clicking on the title above to submit an online application

Projects Conserving Wetland Ecosystems for Migratory Birds Funded
Fish and Wildlife Service
The Standard Grants Program provides support for conservation projects that involve long-term protection, restoration, or enhancement of wetlands and associated uplands habitats for the benefit of all wetlands-associated migratory birds. Proposed public-private partnerships will carry out projects in the United States that further the goals of the North American Wetlands Conservation Act. The application deadline is July 27, 2012.

Get Donated Software and Refurbished Hardware
TechSoup
TechSoup helps nonprofits like yours get the technology products and resources you need to operate at your full potential. With the help of our more than 40 donor partners like Microsoft and Adobe, we offer over 400 products, plus free tech learning resources including articles, blogs, webinars, community discussions, and forums led by expert hosts. Check your nonprofit’s eligibility for our donation programs and get started.

Columbia Sportswear Teacher/Administrator Scholarship

Application Deadline: June 30, 2012
The 2012 NAAEE Columbia Sportswear Teacher/Administrator Scholarship recognizes a teacher’s achievement in environmental education in his/her classroom and the administrator who supported his/her endeavors. This scholarship is the first of its kind to recognize that for a teacher to succeed at carrying out a good program they need support from an administrator. This is the third year the scholarship has been offered.
The scholarship includes a “Full Conference” registration for a teacher and supporting administrator to attend the 2012 NAAEE Annual Conference on October 10-13, 2012, in Oakland, California. Scholarship applicants will be notified by email on or before July 23, 2012. http://www.naaee.net/conference/scholarships 

Jobs
Potomac Riverkeeper Job Announcement has been posted on this website at http://potomacriverkeeper.org/job-opportunities
Got news, job postings, events, or other information to share?  Want to brag about awards?  Hear about something that would be of interest to members? Send them to charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 
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