· Branching Out

June 15, 2012
The mission of Three Rivers Environmental Educators is to promote collaboration of resources and provide networking opportunities for environmental educators in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula areas of Virginia.  www.vanaturally.com/tree 
TREE meetings:
June 18: Belle Isle State Park, Lancaster, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Invite a teacher!  Lisa Deaton, state coordinator for Project Learning Tree, will give information and updates about this environmental education curriculum.  Please bring a teacher.  We will discuss ways that we can be better partner with schools.

September 18: Friends of the Rappahannock, Fredricksburg, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Topic TBD
Local Events:
Belle Isle State Park has a variety of free and low cost programs like canoeing, nature hikes, children’s programs, concerts and more.  Programs are offered every day during the summer.  Visit www.virginiastateparks.gov , click on “Park Events” and use the drop down menu to find out more. 
Earn Credit While You Learn Outside

Join the Chesapeake Bay Foundation for a five-day adventure on the Bay or one of its tributaries in Summer 2012. Teachers can earn recertification or graduate credit while they learn how to integrate the environment into their classroom and help students achieve success as environmentally literate leaders. CBF is offering more than 30 courses that will explore the mountains of Virginia, the rivers of Pennsylvania, the islands of the Bay, and many places in between. Courses provide an experience that equips teachers with the knowledge, tools, skills, and confidence to use the local environment in their classroom. Participants receive a $1500 scholarship, bringing the course fee to $300 per person. Registration and course descriptions are available at: 
http://www.cbf.org/chesapeakeclassrooms 

Other Events:

Clean Water and Clean Air Summer Workshop - League of Conservation Voters

June 26

Richmond, VA

So, stay involved this summer by registering for one of six workshops hosted by the Virginia League of ConservationVoters-Education Fund and the Virginia Conservation Network.

*             Hear the latest issue updates and learn about the policy behind General Assembly initiatives.

*             Meet others in your region who want to protect our water, lands and air.

*             Find out how you can create more conservation victories.

Workshop discussions include: A local issue update (follow your location link below for details); Uranium Round II - Keeping the Ban; Clean Air Campaign - How you can get involved; and the 2012 Conservation Legislative Scorecard. Together with hundreds of volunteers throughout the Commonwealth, our legislative contact team members have grabbed the attention of delegates and senators with numerous letters, phone calls, e-mails, and meetings. Thanks to the work of these volunteers, Virginia's legislators are giving unprecedented consideration to natural resource protection. Register today for the workshop nearest you! When constituents speak up, elected officials listen. Register for a workshop near you today and help us increase the volume of conservation's voice in Virginia. http://vcnva.org/anx/index.cfm/1,1,2726,0,html/Summer-Workshops 

National Children & Youth Garden Symposium ~ Greater Washington, D.C.

July 19-21, 2012 ~ Greater Washington, D.C. Area
For its 20th anniversary, the American Horticultural Society’s National Children and Youth Garden Symposium returns to the Greater Washington, D.C., area to celebrate two decades of promoting teaching and learning in the garden. Located just outside of Washington, D.C., the University of Maryland will serve as home base for three dynamic days of workshops, lectures, poster sessions, and field trips. Founded in 1856 as a private agricultural college and now flagship of the state’s higher education system, the University of Maryland with its tree-lined central mall and Colonial Revival architecture is a fitting location to reflect on where we’ve been, share accomplishments, and propose for the future. For more information, or to be added to the mailing list, visit the website, email youthprograms@ahs.org, or call (703) 768-5700 ext. 137
http://www.ahs.org/youth_gardening/national_youth_... 

Virginia Project Learning Tree Facilitator Training
New Kent Forestry Center
July 24-26, 2012
Application due June 29th
Virginia Project Learning Tree is offering facilitator training on July 24-26 at the Virginia Department of Forestry's New Kent Forestry Center located at 11301 Pocahontas Trail, Providence Forge, VA 23140. The prerequisite for facilitator training is previous participation in a full-day Project Learning Tree® (PLT) PreK-8 Educator Workshop or PLT Early Childhood Workshop. All newly trained facilitators are expected to lead or co-facilitate at least one PLT workshop within 18 months of being trained. There is a $25 registration fee which covers all meals, lodging, and materials. For details and application, contact Lisa Deaton, Virginia PLT State Coordinator at 804/966-2201, ext. 115 or lisa.deaton@dof.virginia.gov or
804/512-2933 cell
 
The Mariners' Museum's Science Teacher Workshops
August 1-3, 2012
Take one day out of your summer to enrich your students' learning all year long!
The Mariners' Museum's Science Teacher Workshops are designed to provide instructors with new insights into creating and implementing more engaging and stimulating lesson plans for the class-room. Each day-long session focuses on connecting scientific concepts with practical uses both in the classroom and in the world around us.
Courses Include:
Ironclads, Chemistry and Conservation
August 1 - 9 A.M.- 3 P.M.
Using The Mariners' Museum's state-of-the-art Batten Conservation Lab as a backdrop, participants examine how chemistry is used to conserve metal and organic objects found in a marine archaeological environment. Real world application is discussed as you learn about ongoing conservation of artifacts recovered from the Civil War Ironclad Monitor and how lessons can be
applied to the classroom.
Science SOLs: CH.1: a, b, c; CH.2: c, g, h; CH.3: a-e; CH.4: g; CH.5: a-f Points Earned: 5
Chesapeake Bay: An Estuary in Crisis
August 2 - 9 A.M.- 3 P.M.
While exploring changes in the Chesapeake Bay over time, this workshop
discusses the factors that have contributed to its decline. We will examine
the Bay as an ecosystem and conclude with a walk on the Noland Trail and
a discussion of what actions can be taken to help save the Bay.
Science SOLs: LS 4.5, 4.8, 5.5, 6.7, 10, 11 ES 9; Bio 9 Points Earned: 5
To learn more or to register, contact Wisteria Perry (757) 591-7744, wperry@MarinersMuseum.org, or visit, www.MarinersMuseum.org/education   
Kayaking on the Bay: Fresh vs. Saltwater
August 3 - 8 A.M.- 4:30 P.M.

Spend a day kayaking and gain a unique perspective of the Chesapeake Bay

to take back to the classroom. We'll explore many aspects of the Bay's

ecosystem while paddling in Lake Maury and the James River.

Science SOLs: LS. 1, LS 5, LS 7, LS 10, LS 11; Bio 9 Points Earned: 8

·         minimum of 10 teachers, maximum of 16 teachers

Workshops can be taken for recertification points.

Each workshop is $45 with the exception of the Kayak day which is $75(includes rental fees for field equipment, kayaks, life jackets and paddles). Teachers will receive the rate of $140 for all three sessions. The price also includes teacher materials, a catered lunch and free admission to The Mariners' Museum. To learn more or to register, contact Wisteria Perry (757) 591-7744, wperry@MarinersMuseum.org , or visit, www.MarinersMuseum.org/education   

 

WOW! The Wonders of Wetlands (Wetland Bootcamp Series)
August 6, 2012                  
9:00am - 4:00pm 
Cost: $45.00*
WOW! introduces participants to wetland ecology through a study of the three parameters of wetlands: vegetation, soils and hydrology. Participants will also learn about wetland functions and values by utilizing K-12 cross curricular, inquiry based activities. Leave with a wetland resource guide with over 50 hands-on, multidisciplinary activities in lesson plan format, and ideas for student action projects. All programs will take place at Wetland Studies and Solutions, Inc, 5300 Wellington Drive, Suite 100, Gainesville, VA 20155. To register: Call 410-745-9620. For more information: Susan Sanger wow@wetland.org or 410-745-9620 x225. Registration required by July 23, 2012.
                                                                                                                                                      

POW! The Planning of Wetlands (Wetland Bootcamp Series)
August 7, 2012                  
9:00am - 4:00pm 
Cost: $50.00* 
Participants will learn the step-by-step process for creating or enhancing wetlands on school grounds or within the community. POW! guides participants through wetland design and construction with the goal of utilizing the habitat as an outdoor classroom. Leave with cross curricular activities that allow students to participate in the design, installation and monitoring of a schoolyard wetland habitat. All programs will take place at Wetland Studies and Solutions, Inc, 5300 Wellington Drive, Suite 100, Gainesville, VA 20155. To register: Call 410-745-9620. For more information: Susan Sanger wow@wetland.org or 410-745-9620 x225. Registration required by July 23, 2012.
 
Wetland Plant ID: Know 'em and Grow 'em (Wetland Bootcamp Series)
August 8, 2012                  
9:00am - 4:00pm 
Cost: $40.00*
This course provides educators with an understanding of wetland plant ecology and adaptations, and the resources to identify plant species in the field. Materials will also cover native and non-native species and planting tips. Educators will gain valuable tools to increase students' interest in wetland plants, and inspiration to construct schoolyard wetland habitats. All programs will take place at Wetland Studies and Solutions, Inc, 5300 Wellington Drive, Suite 100, Gainesville, VA 20155. To register: Call 410-745-9620. For more information: Susan Sanger wow@wetland.org or 410-745-9620 x225
Registration required by July 23, 2012.
Rain Gardens as Outdoor Classrooms (Wetland Bootcamp Series)         
August 9, 2012                   
9:00am - 4:00pm 
Cost: $40.00* 
This one-day course introduces educators to the concept of rain gardens and their value as schoolyard habitats. Participants will understand how rain gardens benefit the environment by improving the watershed and how they can be used as an extension of the classroom. Participants will leave with the basic knowledge of how to plan, design and implement a rain garden from start to finish. All programs will take place at Wetland Studies and Solutions, Inc, 5300 Wellington Drive, Suite 100, Gainesville, VA 20155. To register: Call 410-745-9620. For more information: Susan Sanger wow@wetland.org or 410-745-9620 x225. Registration required by July 23, 2012.
 
WOW! Facilitator Training (Wetland Bootcamp Series)                       
August 10, 2012                 
9:00am - 12:00pm 
Cost: $30.00
During this training (WOW! is a pre-requisite) participants continue their study of wetlands, practice additional activities included in the book, but not covered on day one, and learn the processes of leading WOW! Workshops, and protocols of the nationwide WOW! Facilitator Network. All programs will take place at Wetland Studies and Solutions, Inc, 5300 Wellington Drive, Suite 100, Gainesville, VA 20155 
To register: Call 410-745-9620. For more information: Susan Sanger wow@wetland.org or 410-745-9620 x225. Registration required by July 23, 2012.
 
Join Us for an Incredible Journey - Teaching and Learning With Monarch Butterflies
Workshop Details

Dates: August 14-15, 2012

Location: Interpretive Center in Freedom Park,

Williamsburg, VA

Time: 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. each day

Cost: $99.00

Each fall, monarch butterflies from the U.S. and Canada begin a 2,000 mile migration to Mexico. The following spring, their great grandchildren return. This summer, an exciting opportunity for teachers, informal educators, and outdoor enthusiasts of all sorts is coming to the Hampton Roads, Virginia area.

Each participant receives: Hands-on instruction by experienced teachers; Rearing cages, books, posters, DVDs and other essential materials; Strategies for butterfly gardens and "Monarch Parades"; Inquiry-based science activities for all abilities; Activities for Mexican/pre-Hispanic culture, history and Spanish language; Activities for language arts, math, social studies, drama, and fine arts; Distance learning projects with schools in Canada/Mexico/California; Proven models for engaging community support; Post-workshop on-going support.

This event is co-sponsored by James City County Parks & Recreation and the Williamsburg Botanical Garden.

For more information visit: www.MonarchTeacherNetwork.org   

Mail payment to: Monarch Teacher Network™ at EIRC - MTN, South Jersey Technology Park, 107 Gilbreth Parkway, Suite 200, Mullica Hill, NJ 08062 or fax: 856-582-4206 . If paying by credit card please speak to Brian or Erik at 856.582.7000 x110 or x128 for assistance. For inquiries, email or call: bhayes@eirc.org  856-582-7000 X110 or www.MonarchTeacherNetwork.org .

 
Free Tools and other Cool Stuff

Third Annual "America's Favorite Park" Campaign
Ends July 15

As many of you already know, the Coca-Cola Company has launched its third annual "America's Favorite Park" campaign. In essence, the park that gets the most votes from the public wins.

The prizes are significant and worth competition: 1st prize = $100,000; 2nd prize = $50,000; 3rd prize = $25,000; and a $15,000 grant will be awarded at random to one park that comes in from 4th to 25th place on the leaderboard at the end of the contest. Any of these dollar amounts would make a big impact at any of Virginia's state parks and would benefit park users.

Voting is now underway and ends on July 15, 2012. Until that date, you can vote as many times as your stamina permits. You can vote through a variety of approaches.

Click on http://www.virginiaoutdoors.com/article/more/3754 for a detailed explanation of the different ways you can vote.

ESTUARIES.NOAA.GOV

New Estuaries 101 Middle School Curriculum Inspiring People to learn about and Protect our Nation's Estuaries

Who? NOAA's National Estuarine Research Reserves (NERR) and the Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources are pleased to announce...

What? Estuaries 101 Middle School Curriculum, a new online multi-media science curriculum for grades 5-8th

Why? This curriculum provides interactive learning tools to teach fundamental concepts in science and develop scientific thinking skills, while helping students discover and virtually explore the nation's biologically rich estuaries.

Where? It is available free on the estuaries.noaa.gov site in easy to access teacher downloads.

When? Available NOW!

Spring of Sustainability: Free Three-Month Telecourse

Online and live events through June 22, 2012
The Spring of Sustainability (SoS) series of live, online, and teleseminar events will offer educators the opportunity to learn from and be inspired by the world's top pioneers of sustainability. Produced by the Shift Network in partnership with the Sustainable World Coalition, the SoS is the world’s largest-ever sustainability events program. Five days a week, for three months, leaders from all walks of sustainable living – from green activism to green lifestyles – will share their insights and sustainability solutions. 
http://springofsustainability.com/ 

Growing Up WILD: Resources for Early Childhood Nature-based Education

Growing Up WILD: Exploring Nature with Young Children, a multi-award-winning early childhood activity guide and training program for building school readiness skills through nature exploration, is making a splash with educators of young children! Since the launch of Growing Up WILD in 2009, more than 57,000 early childhood educators have been trained, making it one of the fastest growing nature-based education programs in the country. For more information about Growing Up WILD, including a free sample activity "Seed Need," educator testimonials, and how to access training, visit: 
http://www.pwGrowingUpWILD.org 

Kids Petition Crayola to Recycle Markers
The number of markers manufactured each year could wrap around the span of Earth three times. Since many of these markers are used in classrooms, a group of environmentally conscience students in California has asked the makers of Crayola markers, Crayola, LLC, to broaden their recycling program, which currently only recycles markers that are malformed during production. If the company agrees, consumers will be able to recycle used plastic markers. For more information and to sign the petition, visit

earth911.com/news/2012/05/18/kids-petition-crayola-recycle-markers/
Grants, Volunteers, and Funding:
Project Learning Tree GreenWorks! Grants

Deadline: September 30, 2012
PLT awarded 26 GreenWorks! grants to schools and youth organizations in 19 states to help students complete environmental service-learning projects. These student-driven projects enable students to take what they learn in the classroom and apply it to the real world. PLT’s GreenWorks! program is open to any PLT-trained educator in all 50 states and the District of Columbia. Since 1992, PLT has distributed nearly $1 million to support more than 1,000 PLT GreenWorks! projects across the country. Application forms will be made available in the summer at www.GreenWorks.org. 
http://www.plt.org/plt-greenworks-grants-support-l... 

Jobs
Looking for Resources on Marine Careers from The Masthead Online: News from the Mid-Atlantic Marine Education Association http://mameamasthead.wordpress.com/tag/marine-careers/   

Got news, job postings, events, or other information to share?  Want to brag about awards?  Hear about something that would be of interest to members? Send them to charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 

Please forward this to anyone that might be interested.  Want to be included on the TREE mailings?  Contact charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 
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