· Branching Out

April 20, 2012
The mission of Three Rivers Environmental Educators is to promote collaboration of resources and provide networking opportunities for environmental educators in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula areas of Virginia.  www.vanaturally.com/tree 
TREE meetings:
April 25:  Brent and Becky’s Bulbs, Gloucester, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Spring cleaning!  Bring your books, resources, and other things to swap.  Charlene will give an update on the Children and Nature initiative.

June 11: Belle Isle State Park, Lancaster, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Invite a teacher!  Lisa Deaton, state coordinator for Project Learning Tree, will give information and updates about this environmental education curriculum.
September 18: Friends of the Rappahannock, Fredricksburg, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.   

Local Events:
Invasive Removal Day at Belle Isle State Park and Chilton Woods  May 5.  Belle Isle from 10-noon, and Chilton Woods from 1-3 p.m.  Invasive plants rob native plants of space and nutrients.  Many birds and insects rely on specific natives that they have co-evolved with.  Help remove invasives with members of the Northern Neck chapters of Native Plant Society and Master Naturalists on this state wide initiative.  Call Charlene Talcott at 462-5030 for more information.
Other Events:
National Children & Youth Garden Symposium ~ Greater Washington D.C.

July 19-21, 2012 ~ Greater Washington D.C. Area
For its 20th anniversary, the American Horticultural Society’s National Children and Youth Garden Symposium returns to the Greater Washington, D.C. area to celebrate two decades of promoting teaching and learning in the garden. Located just outside of Washington, D.C., the University of Maryland will serve as home base for three dynamic days of workshops, lectures, poster sessions, and field trips. Founded in 1856 as a private agricultural college and now flagship of the state’s higher education system, the University of Maryland with its tree-lined central mall and Colonial Revival architecture is a fitting location to reflect on where we’ve been, share accomplishments, and propose for the future. For more information, or to be added to the mailing list, visit the website, email youthprograms@ahs.org, or call (703) 768-5700 ext. 137. 
http://www.ahs.org/youth_gardening/national_youth_... 

Free Tools and other Cool Stuff

Green Home Guides -- The Green Home Guide series covers common building topics, giving helpful hints on materials and strategies to create a home that's healthy, saves money, and is easy on the environment. The guides are available below in PDF format.  Includes “Managing Rainwater” and other publications (buying, remodeling, painting, lighting, roofing, landscaping, energy audits, etc.).  Documents are available for free download from the City of Seattle Office of Sustainability and Environment at http://www.seattle.gov/dpd/GreenBuilding/SingleFamilyResidential/Resources/RemodelingGuides/default.asp.
Playing or Planting? Which is More Likely to Promote Pro-environmental Behavior?

Researchers interviewed 2000 adults in U.S. urban areas about their childhood nature experiences and current environmental attitudes and behavior. Interview questions addressed "wild" (hiking, camping, hunting) and "domesticated" (planting trees) nature experiences in childhood. Wells, N. M., & Lekies, K. S. (2006). Nature and the life course: pathways from childhood nature experiences to adult environmentalism. Children, Youth and Environments, 16(1), 1-24. http://eelinked.naaee.net/n/eeresearch/posts/Playi... 

Earth Force GREEN     

The Global Rivers Environmental Education Network program (GREEN) provides opportunities for young people to learn more about the watersheds they live in and to use their findings to create lasting solutions for pressing water quality challenges.    

Learn more by accessing our Water Resources Planning Toolkit.   

Jobs
Jobs at Baltimore County's Department of Environmental Protection and Sustainability through the ChesapeakeConservation Corps Application deadline is May 14, 2012

EPS is offering two opportunities through the Chesapeake Conservation Corps for 18-25 year olds (in Watershed Management and Monitoring, and Community Reforestation). Successful applicants will work full-time alongside experienced professionals for a year beginning in late August. There is a stipend, health benefits, and lots of on-the-job training. Interested applicants should apply directly through the Chesapeake Bay Trust. www.cbtrust.org/chesapeakeconservationcorps. 

Got news, job postings, events, or other information to share?  Want to brag about awards?  Hear about something that would be of interest to members? Send them to charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 

Please forward this to anyone that might be interested.  Want to be included on the TREE mailings?  Contact charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 
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