The Commonwealth of Virginia vs. Lit R. Bug

Target Level:
High School

SOLs:
Sience Bio.9, ES.2
Government: 12.8

Materials Needed:
Rolecards
Copiesof thelitter laws
Twenty or more students

Time Needed:
Approximately 2 hoursor
two classperiods

* Note: For aClassl
misdemeanor, a person
issued a summonswould
appear in General District
Court. Thejudge would
hear both sides and make a
decision without a jury trial.
Ajuryisusedinthis
simulation to allow all
students to participate.

Background
Virginiastateand local lawspertainingtolitter aresimilar inintent, athoughthe
wording may differ. Seetheincluded Copy Sheet for the statelawsregarding roadside
litter.

Preparation

1. Copy the Role Cardsand affix them to index-type cards or laminate them for
durability.

Note: Threecopiesof each cardwill beneeded for thefollowing roles. defendant,
policeofficer, and expert witness. (One card will be givento each person playingthe
role, and one card to each of thetwo attorneys.) Twelve copiesof thejuror’ scard will
be needed, and the appropriate number of the passenger’ srole card will needtobe
determined so that each student hasarole.

2. Makefour copiesof the statelawsregarding roadsidelitter. One copy will begiven
to thejudge, oneto each of thetwo attorneys, and oneto the head juror during ddlibera-
tion.

3. Review basic courtroom procedureswith the class. Explain that after thefactsare
presented, thejury will decideif the defendant isguilty or innocent, and will recom-
mend the penalty according to the appropriate Code of Virginia.

Procedure
1. Sdlect studentsto role play thefollowing:
1judge, 1 Commonwedth’ sor digtrict attorney, 1 defenseattorney, 1 bailiff, 1 citizen
accused of littering, 1 police officer, 1 - 3 passengersin thr car with the defendant, 1
expert witness, and 12 jurors*. Therest of the class should bereporterscoveringthe
trid. Suggestion: Y ou might choosetoinvitealoca judge or attorney to preside over
thetrial.
2. Havethe studentsread their role cardsand assume theidentity described. Ensure
that the students understand their roles. Give out the additional copiesof role cardsand
codesasneeded. If therewill bereportersincludedinthetrial, discussany differences
between thetypesof newsmedia, e.g. television, radio, print, and on-lineand the
requirementsof each reporter. Also, notethe differencebetween“ reliable’” newspapers
and “tabloid-type’ papers.
3. When everyone hasread their cardsand isready, let the bailiff begin by introducing
thejudge, “All rise, theHonorablel.M.Law, presiding. Courtisnow insession.” The
judgewill call the prosecution first to present itscase, then the defense attorney. Each
attorney can call witnessestotestify. Thejudgewill ask if the other attorney wantsto
ask question or “cross-examime” thewitness(es).
4. Whilethejury isddliberatingina“private’ corner of the* Court Room,” havethe
mediapolishtheir reports. Ask thejury towrite* guilty” or “not guilty” onadip of
paper when they have reached aconclusion. The head juror will hold the announce-
ment until after the mediareports. After thejury reachestheir verdict, but beforethe
verdict isannounced, thereporterswill maketheir presentationsto the group.

Wrap Up/Assessment
Allow studentsthetimeto review the Code of Mrginia and discusswhy therearelaws
pertaining tolitter. Do they think the lawsare necessary? Would they changethem? If
so, how? Askif any any of the mediareportswould haveinfluenced how thejurors
voted. Why arejurys sequestered?

Extension
The students can present their (45 minute) tria for aloca middle schoal classor school
event.
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Copy Pgg————

Code of Virginia references for considering roadside litter

Section 33.1-346. Dumping trash on highway or private property

(& Any person shall be guilty of aClass 1 misdemeanor who dumps or otherwise digposes of trash, garbage,
refuse, litter or other unsightly matter on public property, including public highway, right-of-way, property
adjacent to such highway or right-of-way, or on private property without the written consent of the owner
thereof or his agent.

(b) When any personisarrested for aviolation of this section, and the matter aleged to have beenillegaly
dumped or disposed or has been g ected from amotor vehicle, or transported to the disposa sitein amotor
vehicle, thearresting officer may comply with provisions of Section 46.2-936 in making such arrest.

(c) When aviolation of the provisionsof this section has been observed by any person, and matter illegaly
dumped or disposed of has been g ected or removed from amotor vehicle, the owner or operator of such
motor vehicle shal be presumed to be the person g ecting or disposing of such matter. However, such
presumption shall be rebuttable by competent evidence.

(d) Any person convicted of such violation shal be guilty of aClass| misdemeanor.

(e) Thegoverning bodies of counties, cities and towns are hereby authorized to adopt ordinances not in
conflict with the provisons of the section and may repedl, amend or modify such ordinances.

Section 33.1-346.1 Penalties for violation of Section 33.1346

Upon conviction of any person for aviolation of Section 33.1346, the court may suspend the imposition of
any sentence on condition that the defendant volunteer his servicesfor such period of time asthe court may
designateto remove litter from the highway. Any such sums collected shal be paid into the court and for-
warded to the State Treasurer for the construction and maintenance of state highways.

Section 1X.2-11 Punishment for conviction of misdemeanor

(&) For Class| misdemeanors, confinement in jail for not more than 12 months and afine of not more than
twenty-five hundred dollars, either or both.

40



I.(Ivanor Irene) M. Law,
PresdingJudge:

Y ouwill ask the Commonwedlth’'s
attorney to begin by reading thecharges
againg thedefendant. Oncethecharges
areread, you will ask the defendant to
plead “qguilty or not guilty.” Duringthe
trid, youwill keep order inthe court and
maintain aneutral appearance. No
indication can be made of how you will
decidethe outcome of thiscaseuntil all
of theevidenceispresented and thejury
makesadecision. After theevidenceis
presented, youwill outlinetothejury
what pendtiescan beassignedtoa
person found guilty.

Bailiff:

Youwill call the court to order and
introduce Judgel. M. Law.

I.(Irwin or Ivanna) B. Blue, Palice
Officer:

| On the 10th of last month a 4:30 p.m.,
| you werefollowingablue ToyotaTerce | apple corefrom acar window. Youare
| driving down Rt. 683. You observedthe | tryingtocal al of the passengersinthe
| defendant throw something out of thecar | car to testify. Y ou are hoping they can

window. Y ou pulled the car over and
asked thedriver to step out. Whenyou

D. (Danid or Diana) Fence, Defense
Attorney:

Your client was observed throwing an

justify why your client should befound
innocent or, at theleast, receiveaminima

| asked about theincident, the defendant penalty. Thecaseagainst your client was

became defensiveand stated “it wasjust
an applecore; it really doesn't matter”.

observed by apoliceofficer (1. B. Blug).
All proper procedureswerefollowedin

| Uponinvedtigatingthescene, youlocated | stopping, arresting, and charging your

| theappropriatenotes. Youfollowed al of

theapple core ontheroadsideand made

thecorrect procedureswhen stopping the
defendant andissuing acitation for
littering.

U. (Ulyssesor Ursa) B. Guilty,
Defendant:
You are accused of throwing an apple
corefromyour car window. Y ouwere
observed doing thisby Officer 1. B. Blue.
You aretrying to talk yourself out of a
largefineand possiblejail time. Use
whatever excusesyou canimagine.
Examples. | wastryingto putitinthe
car trash bag and the wind blew it out of
thewindow, my young nephew threw it
out of thewindow, etc.

clientfor littering.

U.R. (Rabert or Roberta) Mine,

Commonwealth’ sAttor ney:
Youwill present thecaseagainst the
defendant and try to get thejury tofind
himor her guilty. Furthermore, you
want thedefendant (U. B. Guilty) to
receive the maximum penalty. You
will need to havethefactsfromthe
policeofficer (1. B. Blue) and your
expert witness(AnnieMoll or Nod
Ital) sothat you will be ableto effec-
tively questionthem.



Copy Pggg————  Role Cards continued

Passenger:

You werein the car with U.
(Ulyssesor Ursa) B. Guilty. You
witnessed that he/shethrew the
applecoreout of thewindow.
You aretryingto helpyour friend
make excusesto get off. Be
inventive, but don’tlie- perjury
cangetyoujail time.

AnnieMoll or Nod Itall,
Expert Witness:
Youwerecdledby the
Commonwedlth’ sattorney. You
will explain how discarding food
aong roadsidesattractsanimals
tothearea. If thegpplecoreis
actudly ontheroad, then any
animal living nearby that triesto
eat it, isat risk for getting hit by a
car. Remind thejury that in order
for theanimalstobeinthearea
that the apple corewasthrown,
all habitat requirementsfor that
anima must bemet. Invisting
thesite, you noted that al habitat
conditionsweremet for the
followinganimals: mice, voles,
raccoons, squirrels, and possums.
Some of the predatorsthat might
feed ontheseanimalsare hawks
and owls. Onewould expect to
findtheseanimalsasointhe
area; S0 they, too, are at risk.

Juror:

Youwill lisgentodll of the
evidenceand votewhether you fed
thedefendant isguilty or innocent.
If thejury findsthe defendant
guilty, apenalty will alsoneedto
be decided and recommended to
thejudge. Do not alow friendship
to affect your decisoninthis
important issue.

Newspaper Reporter:

Youwill ligentodl of the
evidenceandwriteafront page
story for tomorrow morning’'s
paper. Youaeadsotryingtoget a
new job a awell known newspa-
per that pays double what you are
making now. A good story will
increaseyour chancesof landinga
new job. Todothis, youwill take
very careful notesandincludeas
much detail aspossibleinyour
story.

Televison Reporter: |
Youmust listento all of the |
evidenceand writeascript that |
canbepresentedin30secondson |
thelocal news. After thetesti- |
mony ispresented, you planto |
interview al of theparties. |
Remember that your competitive |
dationsarelikely toasobe
covering the story and that ratings |
areeverything. A good story may |
help you get apromotionto news |
anchor. |
I
|
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

Tabloid Reporter:

U. B. Guilty isthemast promising
athleteinthestateandisbeing
recruited by at least 15 colleges.
Thisstory isof national interest,
especialy if he/sheisfound guilty
andgivenjail time. Youneedto
writeastory that will tell it all.
However, tabloid reportersare not
allowedin court No one can know
whoyou are; besides, youdon't
want the competition to scoop you.
Beascrestive aspossible, but
don'tactudly lie. Exaggerations
arecompletely acceptable.






