Dilermmas! You Make the Decision

Target Level:
Grades7& 8

SOLs:

Science: PS.1

English: 8.4,8.6

History & Social Science
(Civics): 7.1,7.4,7.7

Materials Needed:
DilemmaCards

Time Needed:
Oneclassperiod

Summary

Studentswill read and analyze agivenlitter dilemma. They will proposeasol ution by
reviewing it fromthe perspective of aspecific audience.

Objectives

Studentswill be ableto discuss sources of litter and associated chalenges. They will
also be ableto analyze reasonsfor thelitter problems, and bring agenerated solution to
consensus.

Background

Peoplefrequently encounter othersthat view the same situation differently than they
do. Themainreasonishbecause of theinterests of theindividua making the choice. In
organizationsand groupsthe differing pointsof view are still expressed but arelooked
at from the perspective of how to best reach the desired outcome.

Thisactivity provideslitter-related topicsthat could be viewed differently by various
groupsof people: groupsthat havetolook at littered areas, those that would haveto
cleanthelitter, and the oneswho haveto pay for thelitter to beremoved. The students
will need to decide on the perspective of aspecific group and makeadecision regard-
ingtheir givenlitter problem.

Advance Preparation
Copy the dilemmasonto card stock. These may belaminated for multiple usage.
Procedure

1. Ask students how acompany would select atelevision show to advertise their
product. Examplequestionsfollow: Who watches Saturday morning cartoon shows?
What isthe“target audience” ? Would they expect to seealuxury car commercid
during thistimeframe? Why or why not? What type of product might they see
advertised during that timeframe?

Ask studentsif different target groups might react differently to similar situations. For
example: A professional basketball player iscoming to your town. Would amember
of the high school band work as hard to get aticket to seetheball player asamember
of thebasketbal | team? Why dothink thereisadifferencein their behaviors?

2. Discusswhether different solutionsmight be proposed if different groupswerewas
making the decision about the samelitter dilemma. Ask the studentshow agroup of
potentid investorswould view litter on abusor transit system in comparison to how it
would beviewed by commuterson thesametransit system.

3. Dividethe studentsinto six similar sized groups. Give each group adilemmacard
and ingtruct them to make adecision ontheir situation based on thetype of group they
represent. Explainthat al members of the group must agree before adecision can be
reached. Have each group design an advertisement illustrating their decision. It should
include abutton, dogan, public service announcement, or kit that will be shared with
therest of their class.

4. Givethegroups approximately 20 minutesto discusstheir litter issues, agree on
their solutions, and devel op their advertisements.
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Wrap Up/Assessment
Allow timefor each group to comeforward and sharetheir dilemmaand solution. When al groupshave participated, discuss
how the advertisementsare hoped to affect the targeted audiencesin the scenarios. Note aso that any solution of aproblem
wasbegunwith discussion and increased awareness of that challenge.

Extension

Have each group sdlect aschool (or appropriately related) litter challenge. They should design and carryout an actual advertis-
ing campaign that will educatefellow school membersand/or the public about their litter problem.

(G0 VA ¢ —— Dilemma Cards

The city wantsto build aballpark for alocal soccer team whereafield iscurrently located. A baseball stadiumina
nearby city hashad huge problemswith people not placing their trashin trash cans. Many concerned citizensfeel thisnew
soccer field will have the same problem. You arethetown council and must makeadecision regarding the building of the
soccer field. Should you allow the soccer field to be devel oped? If you do, how would you makethecitizensfed that this
soccer fidld will not havethe samelitter problems?

Smith Elementary School ishaving their 10th anniversary celebration withapicnic. The plansincludelunch, cake, and
giving each student ahelium filled balloon to rel ease asthe band starts playing “ Happy Birthday”. Theschooal islocated
50 milesfromthebay. Thebay isrichwith marinelife. The currentswill carry the baloons high up into the atmosphere
and over thebay. Itisknown that the balloonswill explode dueto pressure and the dements of theweather. Fragments of
the bright-colored balloonswill float in thewater and look likefood to many animaslivinginthebay. The schoal
ecology clubwantsto stop the baloon release. Thefina decision hasbeen passed to you, agroup of school officials. If
you should decidethe balloonswill not berel eased, then you would need to suggest an dternative activity.

You arethe owners of anew boutique and do not have alot of money that can be spent on advertising. Newspaper and
radio advertisements seem pretty expensive, S0 you have been making fliersand having them distributed on car wind-
shidds. Peopleinthecommunity have begunto complain that your fliersarethelittering parking lotsand neighboring
yards. Youinvestigate and find that many driversare smply tossing thefliersontheground. Thisisyour only way of
advertising. What can you do to advertiseon avery low budget, or to keep thefliersfrom being alitter problem?

Your town park hasalarge lake with ahealthy population of ducks. Many familiesgo to thelake on weekendsto feed the
ducksand usetheplayground. Every Monday, park personnel spend severa hourscleaning al thelitter and debris|eft
from theweekend. Dueto recent budget cuts, the personnel that have been taking care of thelitter are needed for other
assgnments. Asmembersof theloca Friends of the Park organization, the park officiashave asked you to hepfinda
solutiontothelitter problem.

Asamember of the high school Athletic A ssociation you are attending an emergency meeting to solvealitter problem.
Severd of thevisiting sportsteams have been leaving large amounts of trashin the parking lot and in the locker room.
Other schools have been complaining that your teamsare guilty of littering their parking lotsand locker roomstoo. What
typeof solution can you suggest that would prevent thiskind of littering problem?

You aremembers of the church council. There hasbeen abus stopin front of your church for the area s studentsfor many
years. Recently you have been having aproblem with the students cleaning out their backpacksand leaving paper dl over
thefront yard of the church. You need to come up with asolution that will provide a safe bus stop for the students and, at
thesametime, keep your churchyard clean.
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