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Virginia Resource-Use Education Council

P.O. Box 11104, Richmond, Virginia 23230-1104

Founded 1952
Business Meeting Minutes, May 27, 2010
Meeting start:  2:00 PM
End:  3:40 PM
The 2010 Spring VRUEC business meeting was held at Meadow Event Park, Virginia State Fairgrounds.  Prior to the business meeting, a meeting celebrating 10 years of Virginia Naturally was attended by VRUEC member agencies, several state environmental agency heads and deputies and other agency representatives.  Several teachers from VA Naturally schools also attended the meeting and received recognition awards.  The goals and mission for VA Naturally, the programs’ history, and many of its highlights were reviewed and shared by meeting attendees.  VRUEC member agency reports submitted were summarized and presented by Paula Klonowski, as well.  The VRUEC business meeting began after lunch and a tour of Meadow Event Park.
VRUEC members & guests attending the business meeting:

Rebecca Askew, April Bahen, LoriAnn Barnett, Sheila Barnett, Carol Hopper Brill, Denny Casey, Lisa Deaton, Cindy Denton, Tamsey Ellis, Suzie Gilley, Betty Greenwood, Joe Kepler, Paula Klonowski, Candace Lutzow-Felling, Bill Portlock, Michelle Prysby, Ann Regn, David Ruble, Elise Sheffield, Tim Taglauer, Elaine Tholen, Jean Truong, Susan Walton, Tamra Willis, Virginia Witmer, Barbara Young, and Carol Zokaites
REPORTS
1. Review of Minutes

Due to a communication error, minutes of the February 27, 2010 business meeting were not distributed to VRUEC members.  Thus, review of minutes could not proceed.
2. Officer Nominations & Elections 2010 (Suzie Gilley) 
VRUEC by-laws state that we need to nominate officers every two years.  Previous nominations were in 2007.  Officers collectively form the VRUEC Executive Committee.
Newly elected or re-elected officers are:

VRUEC Chair: Paula Klonowski

Vice Chair: Greg Eaton 

Co-Treasurers: Ann Regn & Denny Casey

Secretary: Candace Lutzow-Felling


These officers will serve two-year terms ending in 2012.

3. Treasurer’s Report, Ann Regn & Suzie Gilley submitted 
A donation from National Paper was received for the Love-A-Tree Kit CD.  
Also included in the report are the agencies who received grants.  The first payment to the four 2010 Bay Academies was made.  The second payment will be made after each Bay Academy submits a report including a final budget with expenditures detailed.
Bookkeeping is a lot easier now because the Bay Academies are handling expenditures

specific to their Academy.
The fall VRUEC meeting fiscal discussion will include the amount of money remaining
for classroom grants.
OLD BUSINESS
Love-A-Tree Kit Topics/ Shades of Green CD  
The most recent Love-A-Tree Kit was issued as a CD titled, Windows into a Green Virginia, with the topic focus: What is environmental sustainability?  The CD contains several up-to-date lesson plans from national environmental education programs such as Project Learning Tree, Project Wet, and Project Wild.
Next Love-A-Tree Kit; 
As discussed at the February 2010 meeting, VRUEC members suggested the next Kit/CD should emphasize using native plants in landscaping.
Theme discussion continued
What resources information about native plants ought to be distributed in the next CD?
How do we know what a native species is?  How to choose the right plants would be good information.

Help locate nurseries that supply native plants & list them on the CD
Invasive species information should be part of the CD.
Would be good to have information on invasive ornamental species and similar native species that could be used as landscape alternatives.
Include a description of native alternatives to non-native species.

Virginia Native Plant Society has resources that will help with this theme.
Another resource to check: Native Plants of the Chesapeake Bay

Project Leader Volunteers
Virginia Witmer & Betty Greenwood volunteered to lead the development of this Love-A-Tree Kit/CD.
Project Timing

Should we skip a year of Love-A-Tree?  This would give us 1.5 years to prepare the kit and kit release would coincide with the new Flora of Virginia publication.  This would provide a good EE package: a new botany resource and education materials which could draw on this resource.  The potential outreach could be greater than the K-12 education community.

Would be a great statement regarding agencies collaborating and pooling resources.

The Flora has information on floral regions within ecoregions.  This information could be used by schools to determine what the flora in their areas is.  Students can also ask: “What will happen to this flora as environmental conditions change?”
The kit could include floral/climate mapping activities, too.

Potential New Timeline:  2011 September Love-A-Tree release

NEW BUSINESS
1. Reports from Regional EE Teams  (David Ruble)
David asked EE regional team representatives to give a short report (one-two sentences) on membership description and what the EE teams will be doing next year (2010-2011).  This information is important for an EE capacity building grant that will be submitted.  This information can be sent to David via email, too.
EE’s are dealing with local issues.  EPA is impressed and has provided a second year of funding to support the regional EE project.

NORTHERN VA: Membership is ~450 with participants from universities, schools, parks, county agencies, and community EE orgs;

Planning a conference, a teaching workshop, rain barrel workshops. 
CHARLOTTESVILLE: ???

SVEE:  ~95 members from a large geographic area; 
Next year will focus on recruiting college students into leadership activities & for EE team web site development
EASTERN SHORE:  Members include governmental & environmental agencies & a university LTER (long-term environmental research site) 

Plans include “Shore Outdoors”, a 4-color newspaper insert to be included in the local newspaper 1x year; this year the focus will be on TMDL and water quality; will be at a 4th grade reading level

Also, seeking solutions for trash on the shore; one response is having plastic trash bags recycled through local drop-off stations at local grocery stores
Also planning a “Watershed Walk” with hands-on activities at up to 22 stations
2.  EE Leadership Training (Tim Taglauer)
The next EE Leadership Training & meeting will be at Skyland in Shenandoah National Park on Sept 14th, 2010.  The focus will be on air quality and pollution with updates from NOAA & DGIF.
3.  EE Conference Plans (Sheila Barnett)
Conference Theme: Looking Back to a Sustainable Future
Location: JMU Montpelier, Orange County

Dates: Conference will begin at 10 AM, September 15; most field trips will be Sept. 15

Presentations: RFP’s will be sent out in June for presentation proposals and field trip suggestions.
Facilitator type training will be offered that day too including PLT, Project Wild, etc.
There is a strong interest in No Child Left Inside (NCLI); will find a keynote speaker to speak on this.
Outdoor nature walks will be on the program:  Betty Gatewood will lead a bird walk and Lisa Deaton will lead a flora and tree walk.
Lodging:  Holiday Inn in Orange has 30 rooms reserved for group.  The hotel also has a ballroom for meeting space & a reception

Discussion

Will there be different topic strands?  Yes.  Folks also are encouraged to present outdoor activities as well as traditional powerpoint presentations.  Will have limited capability for powerpoint presentations at Montpelier.
Earth, Wind, Fire, Rock, and Water are the strands for the conference.  Go to the VA Naturally web site to read a description of the strands.
.

About 100 conference participants are expected due to reduced travel budgets.
.
4.   Awards Committee (Suzie Gilley) 
See VRUEC Environmental Education Award
The VRUEC Environmental Education Award, “Otter Award”.  One application has been received, to date.  We would like to receive applications from more Virginians who have made an EE impact regionally and state wide.
5. VA EE Plan and Member Survey (Ann Regn)
Ann is heading up an effort to develop a survey for VA Naturally member organizations.  Data from this survey will be incorporated into the next Virginia Environmental Education Plan.  Three partner focus areas for VA EE are K-12 and college and community organizations.  The member survey will focus on community partners with experience providing environmental education.  The survey will be distributed on-line.
Data from the survey will help us learn what are important EE topics, training and other support needed by community partners.  Resources are limited; survey data will help us determine where to direct these resources.

In addition to on-line distribution of the survey, regional EE teams will be asked to deliver the survey to their members.

Discussion

VRUEC meeting attendees reviewed the survey draft and offered editing suggestions:  
· The survey should include some intro info about what it means to be a VA Naturally partner.  

· The survey is not intended for universities and colleges and K-12, but for community organizations; some thought this should be clarified
· Suggest adding to the survey introduction approximately how long the survey will take.  Also, let survey taker know that they can save the survey if not finished and return to finish, if necessary.

· Add a separate question re: what motivates people to become involved in EnvEd?

· Add this question: What is the most important regional issue?  OR What motivated you to get involved with VA Naturally?
· Question # 3.  Add an example (such as a homeowners’ association) to clarify what type of organization a “clearinghouse or conduit for information for our members” might be.

· Question # 4.  Ask:  “What are the most important issues to your group?”

· Question # 7 ”following” is misspelled.

· Question # 8.  Change “utility” to “value of” to read, “Please rate the value of being part of an environmental education network.”  Change punctuation from a question mark to a period. 

· Question # 10.  Add “VA Naturally” to the question to read, “Please Explain how any of the following components of VA Naturally can be improved.”

· Question #10, item 4. Change wording to read, ”VA Naturally web site” (now reads, ”A computerized networking system for educators”).

· Question #10, item 6.  Change “teacher in-service” to “teacher training or professional development”. (now reads, “Coordinated delivery of teacher in-service training”)
· Question #10, item .  Change to read “statewide delivery of teacher professional development.”

· Question #11.  Add EE Leaders’ meetings as an item to be evaluated.  State: “If you have been to an EE Leaders’ Meeting, please answer this question.”
6. Announcements (David)
· Summer Professional Development Course Opportunities have been compiled into a pamphlet and will be posted on-line (VA Naturally web site)
· “5 Ways to Help the Virginia Environment” pamphlet has been revised.  Some pamphlets have been distributed.  It is available on the web, too.  Go to the VA Naturally Community Education page to find the link.  A poster version is being developed, too.
VRUEC members were invited to stay for the York River Preservation presentation (lead by Denny Casey) if interested.  

The next VRUEC meeting will be some time in the fall, 2010.  Paula Klonowski will send an email to members notifying them of the next meeting place and date.
Respectfully submitted,
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Candace Lutzow-Felling

VRUEC Secretary
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