TREE Meeting Minutes
7/13/10

Omega Protein, Inc.
In attendance:  Faye Andrashko, Wendy Mataya, Laura Lawfer Orr, Linda McConahey, Bill Walker, Earline Walker, Loree Powell, Alexis Powell, Sean Powell, Maggie Gerdts, Beverly Holmberg, Neal Holmberg, Emma Spofford, Greta Spofford, Cole Spofford, and Heidi Spofford
We began our meeting by listening to a talk by Monty Deihl, the General Manager of Omega Protein, and Bill Purcell, Environmental Director. Monty spoke about Omega Protein’s mission and the fishing of the menhaden. He addressed some of the arguments against fishing menhaden and described to us the process of making fish oil and fish meal; then we took a tour of the facility. 

· When our business meeting began at 12:50 pm, we discussed our upcoming program with Mike Hayslett, naturalist from Sweet Briar College. Mike is scheduled to come to our area on Oct 1-5, so we will be having a planning committee meeting in the near future to decide what we want Mike to do while he’s here. He suggested starting out with an evening public program on Friday, followed by a Saturday field stomp that would include families. Then, on Sunday, he suggested some sort of advanced training for Master Naturalists or similar groups. Mike also thinks a follow-up visit in the spring would be good to show people how different the landscape is then versus the fall (finding vernal pools would be one thing done in the spring). Mike does charge for programs like this and he will be sending those details to Faye soon. There is a possibility that we can partner with groups like Master Naturalists, Master Gardeners, and Audubon to help defray the costs of his visit. By the time we have a planning committee meeting, we really need to have at least tentative commitments from partnering organizations.
· We briefly discussed the recycling program we’re going to do, and everyone decided it would be great to start this program after January 1, 2011. This way, we’re only focusing on one big project at once. In the meantime, please be thinking about the type of recycling project we would like to do, but we will not start working on it until next calendar year.

· While we have already set meeting dates for the next year, a question came up about the possibility of varying the days of the week on which we meet. Faye will be finding new dates for our TREE meetings based on this discussion, and we will vary them on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays throughout the year, rather than just having them on Tuesdays. You’ll be seeing new dates coming soon. In addition, we will hold our October TREE meeting during Mike Hayslett’s visit instead of on October 12.

· If you have any ideas for meeting locations or speakers, please let Faye know. One member suggested a speaker from the Chesapeake Bay Foundation, as a second part to our visit to Omega Protein today. 

· Officers: we need a new secretary because Laura is leaving. Please e-mail Faye with nominations!

· Be sure to sign up for the Environmental Educators’ (EE) Conference at Montpelier on September 15 and 16. The cost to register is only $25, and TREE has scholarship money to pay for 10 people to register for this conference. The EE conference ends with a locally-grown food dinner on the first day, and the second day is usually optional field trips that cost $10. You can go for just one day if you don’t want to stay overnight. Conference Web site is http://www.deq.virginia.gov/vanaturally/eeconference10.html.  Details are incomplete at this time, but please contact Faye if you are interested in attending. More on this by separate TREE e-mail.
· Question for our members: should we establish a publicity committee? We really need to get the website up to par, so please send suggestions for things to add to Faye.
· Reusable bags- the EE conference does not allow us to sell the bags, but we are still looking into getting some with the TREE logo to sell. Wendy will follow up with this project and propose several options to the members. Then we can simply vote on which proposal we like best.

· We are refining the TREE brochure and hope to have it done so people can hand it out within the next few weeks. If you have suggestions for items that should be included in this brochure, please e-mail them to Faye.

Respectfully submitted,

Laura Lawfer Orr
