Submissions for TREE website- “TREE Member Organizations & Resources” 
(updated 10/30/08):

Name of organization: Belle Isle State Park

Address:  1632 Belle Isle Road Lancaster VA 22503

804-462-5030

Contact: Charlene Talcott, Chief Ranger of Education and Interpretation

The 733-acre site is a window to the beautiful lower Rappahannock River in Lancaster County.  The park has seven miles of frontage on the north shore of the Rappahannock, and it borders Deep and Mulberry creeks. It features diverse tidal and nontidal wetlands, lowland marshes, tidal coves and upland forests. 

Wildlife: The diverse habitats found in the park provide homes to many predator birds, such as blue herons, osprey, hawks and bald eagles. White-tailed deer, turkeys, groundhogs, rabbits, squirrels, moles, reptiles and amphibians. There are eight distinct types of wetlands within the park. These diverse ecosystems make Belle Isle an excellent outdoor laboratory for environmental education.
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Location: Lancaster County on the Rappahannock River. From Warsaw, take State Route 3 East to SR 354. Turn right and follow for three miles. Turn right onto SR 683 near Litwalton to the park entrance. From Kilmarnock, take Route 3 West to Lively, then left on SR 201 for three miles, then right on SR 354 for three miles and left onto 683 to the park entrance.

Offerings: Guided canoe trips and hikes, environmental education programs, outreach educational programs.  For a current listing of park programs, visit   www.virginiastateparks.gov  Group programs are available for schools, scouts, 4-H, religious and civic organizations, family reunions, and birthday parties.  Rentals available for canoes, kayaks, bicycles, and motor boats.
Name of organization: Northern Neck Soil & Water Conservation District

Address:  5559 Richmond Road, Warsaw, VA 22572

Mailing address:  PO Box 220, Warsaw, VA 22572-0220

Synopsis of mission and EE offerings: Northern Neck Soil & Water Conservation District serves the people of Lancaster, Northumberland, Richmond, and Westmoreland Counties. Its mission is to promote the stewardship of natural resources through leadership, education, and technical assistance for all resource users and to engender a trusted relationship between the District and these users.

NNSWCD serves the community with school environmental programs for all grades, including both classroom and field experiences, community waterways cleanup projects, adult programs on current and emerging farm and residential environmental issues, citizen water quality monitoring, and more. 

The Commonwealth of VA supports the District through financial and administrative assistance provided by the Department of Conservation and Recreation. NNSWCD is also supported with funding from the four counties it represents.
Link to website: www.nnswcd.org
Name of organization: Belle Isle State Park

Address: 1632 Belle Isle Road, Lancaster, VA 22503

(804) 462-0162

2-3 sentence synopsis of mission and EE offerings: Offering guided hands-on educational programs in wetlands, forestry, and habitats. Canoeing and canoe instruction are available. Programs can be tailored to Scout and 4-H program objectives. Programs for family reunions, birthdays and other events.

Link to website: www.dcr.virginia.gov/state_parks/bel.shtml 

Name of organization: Virginia Native Plant Society, John Clayton Chapter
Address: PO Box 677, Yorktown, VA 23690

2-3 sentence synopsis of mission and EE offerings: The Virginia Native Plant Society is dedicated to the protection and preservation of the native plants of Virginia and their habitats, in order to sustain for generations to come the integrity of the Commonwealth’s rich natural heritage of ecosystems and biodiversity for purposes of enjoyment, enlightenment, sustainable use, and our own very survival.

Members meet monthly for an educational program and social time. Frequent nature walks are led by members and are advertised in the newspaper inviting the public. Plant rescue missions and the plant registry program help preserve unique habitats. VNPS members assist at the Williamsburg Botanical Garden. Brochures are available on many subjects. Speakers go to schools and clubs to educate on plant identification, plant communities, butterfly and other wildlife needs, control of invasives, and to encourage the use of natives in the home garden. The John Clayton Chapter sponsors students each year for Nature Camp at Vesuvius.

Link to website: www.claytonvnps.org
________________________________________________________________________

Name of organization: Virginia Cooperative Extension, 4-H

Address: Lancaster Extension Office

PO Box 100, 8311 Mary Ball Rd, Suite 302

Lancaster, VA 22503

t. 804.462.5780

f. 804.462.5519

 

Northumberland Extension Office

7154 Northumberland Hwy, Rt. 360 East

Heathsville, VA 22473

t. 804.580.5694

f. 804.580.9568

2-3 sentence synopsis of mission and EE offerings: Virginia Cooperative Extension (VCE), 4-H is a community of young people across America who are learning leadership, citizenship, and life skills. 4-H is open to all youth ages 5 – 19 years and offers programs and activities across a variety of curriculum areas. VCE programs and employment are open to all, regardless of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status. An equal opportunity/affirmative action employer. Extension is a joint program of Virginia Tech, Virginia State University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and state and local governments. If you are a person with a disability and desire assistance or accommodation, please notify Julie Tritz at (804-462-5780/TDD*) during business hours of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. *TDD number is (800) 828-1120.

Link to website: Lancaster County Extension Office: http://offices.ext.vt.edu/view.cfm?webname=lancaster 

Northumberland Extension Office: http://offices.ext.vt.edu/view.cfm?webname=northumberland 

4-H Natural Resources & Environmental Education offers curriculum for youth around several major areas: 1) GPS/ GIS, 2) Wildlife, 3) Forestry, 4) Fishing, 5) Shooting Education, 6) Outdoor Adventure, 7) Youth Conservation Camp, 8) Conservation Pieces Newsletter, 9) Envirothon, 10) Clean water for the Frog, 11) Master Naturalist. For more information visit http://www.ext.vt.edu/resources/4h/eenr.html 

________________________________________________________________________

Name of organization: Rappahannock River Valley National Wildlife Refuge
Address:  336 Wilna Road, P.O. Box 1030, Warsaw, VA 22572

2-3 sentence synopsis of mission and EE offerings: We protect and manage habitat for migratory and resident wildlife, with a focus on migratory birds and threatened and endangered species. We host environmental education field trips by reservation, and provide a variety of habitats to study and sampling equipment for students.
Link to website: www.fws.gov/northeast/rappahannock
_______________________________________________________________________

Name of organization: Friends of the Rappahannock 
Address:  3219 Fall Hill Avenue, Fredericksburg, VA 22404
Mailing address:  PO Box 7254, Fredericksburg VA 22404 

2-3 sentence synopsis of mission and EE offerings: Friends of the Rappahannock is a non-profit grass roots environmental organization with the mission to be the Voice and Active Force for a healthy and scenic Rappahannock River. We offer hands-on SOL oriented field programs for students preK through high school addressing environmental topics including river and wildlife ecology, low impact development, history, and river safety.  

Link to website: www.riverfriends.org

________________________________________________________________________

Name of organization: Reedville Fishermen’s Museum
Address: Located at 504 Main Street, Heathsville, VA 22473

Mailing address: P.O. Box 306, Reedville, VA 22539

 

2-3 sentence synopsis of mission and EE offerings: Each school program is tailored to the needs of the students focusing on the SOLs the teacher has identified in advance. The programs are a combination of talk and hands-on activities. In addition to the main museum, we have the oldest home in Reedville dating to 1875, two historic sailing boats on display as well as a copy of the Capt. John Smith barge, a train display, a boat building shop and a collection and display of the watermen’s gear and how different fish and sea food are caught and processed. Among the collections are lighthouses and models of the Traveling Theater Boat and a School Boat. We do have live tanks during the warmer months for the children to hold and observe the critters of the Bay. Reedville Fishermen's Museum is committed to preserving the past and future of Watermen on the Bay through education of young and old, collecting and displaying artifacts of the past and present, and boat building and preserving of boats used on the Bay.
Link to website: www.rfmuseum.org
________________________________________________________________________
Name of organization: Gloucester Master Gardeners

Address: PO Box 156, 7400 Carriage Court, Gloucester, VA 23061-0156

2-3 sentence synopsis of mission and EE offerings: We work on a volunteer basis to support the horticultural educational needs and questions of the public. We are the right hand of the respective Extension Agent in our area. The money we raise is to help kids who have an interest in horticulture and other appropriate community needs. Our volunteers put in thousands of hours each year.

Link to website: www.gloucesterva.info/ext/mastergardener/ 

________________________________________________________________________

Name of organization: Chesapeake Bay Foundation – Grasses for the Masses
          

Address: Capitol Place Building, 1108 E. Main Street, Richmond, VA 23219
2-3 sentence synopsis of mission and EE offerings: This organization is helping to plant SAV, submerged aquatic vegetation, which will help to refresh the rivers and improve their quality. Early in 2008 we did plantings at Westover Plantation. We are expanding our scope and hope to train 300 volunteers to grow and plant grasses for the next year.
Link to website: www.cbf.org/grasses.

________________________________________________________________________

Name of organization: Stratford Hall
Address: 483 Great House Road, Stratford, VA 22558
2-3 sentence synopsis of mission and EE offerings: Stratford Hall preserves the legacy of the Lee family and its plantation community; inspires an appreciation of America’s past; and encourages commitment to the ideals of leadership, honor, independent thought, and civic responsibility. We offer hands-on school programs for students in grades 3-7. These programs address history, science, and math SOLs and last approximately four hours. Specialized educational programs for other groups are also available upon request.
Link to website: www.stratfordhall.org 
