· Branching Out

September 24, 2010
The mission of Three Rivers Environmental Educators is to promote collaboration of resources and provide networking opportunities for environmental educators in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula areas of Virginia.  www.vanaturally.com/tree 
Local Events:
Belle Isle State Park is offering Ghosts and Legends Canoe Trips, Night Hikes about bats, owls, and other night creatures, and a hike through the Isle of the Living Dead.  Check www.virginiastateparks.gov and Click on events to find out more!
Other Events:
Hampton Roads Solar Tour 

September 25th-26th, homes and businesses throughout the region
HRGBC is partnering with the non-profit American Solar Energy Society to showcase solar-powered and sustainable homes, public buildings, and business in the Hampton Roads area.  All sites will be accessible for self-guided touring and a limited number of seats will be available for a paid guided bus tour. www.hrsolartour.com   advocacy@hrgbc.org 
 

Virginia Biodiesel Conference: Fueling Virginia Jobs and Economic Development
September 29th, 9am-4pm, James Madison University
www.vabiodiesel.eventbrite.com/ 
Virginia's biodiesel industry landscape is changing as it is impacted by policy, technology, and the economy.  Through the Virginia Biodiesel Conference, Virginia Clean Cities seeks to convene a broad cross-section of people and organizations working to strengthen Virginia's biodiesel industry and to promote clean alternative fuels. The format of this event will give participants opportunities to create their own breakout session topics which will lead to an engaging and wide-ranging conversation. 
Ecology and Education Summit: Environmental Literacy for a Sustainable World ~ Washington, DC October 14-15, 2010 ~
Investing in environmental literacy is critical to developing a workforce and a citizenry that can engage in public discourse, research, and governance for a sustainable world. Join in a national dialogue including education, scientific, health, and business communities to accelerate the transformation of teaching and learning among K-20+ audiences in both formal and informal settings. 

http://www.esa.org/eesummit 
2010 Virginia Stormwater Symposium: 
Navigating Changes in Stormwater Technology and Policy
October 21, 2010
Trani Center for Life Sciences, Virginia Commonwealth University
Monroe Park Campus, Richmond, Virginia
Symposium Website: http://www.vwrrc.vt.edu/symposium2010
This one-day symposium will focus on understanding and managing stormwater.  The morning session will focus on regulatory policies related to stormwater management from a national, statewide, and local government perspective. Speakers will address how the Chesapeake Bay TMDL (total maximum daily load) is expected to impact stormwater management in Virginia. The afternoon session will begin with a presentation on economic issues and will be followed by descriptions of technological advances used to prevent and control stormwater runoff, including ideas on how to meet the Bay TMDL’s expected requirements, the use of GIS to help forecast flooding areas for applications in urban planning, and the design and evaluation of stormwater control measures.  A mid-day poster session will include 27 volunteered posters that highlight basic and applied research on science, policy, and socio-economic issues related to understanding and managing stormwater.

Graduate and Professional Course ~ Virginia 

April 18-29, 2011 ~ Front Royal, Virginia
The Smithsonian-Mason Global Conservation Studies Program, “Species Monitoring and Conservation: Terrestrial Mammals,” teaches current techniques in the assessment and monitoring of wild mammal populations including bats and terrestrial species of all sizes. During the 12-day intensive residential session, which is designed for graduate students and professionals in wildlife management and conservation, participants will learn the principles of study design, carry out field assessments on the 3200-acre campus, and use the latest techniques to analyze these collected data. 
http://www.conservationtraining.si.edu 

Free Tools and other Cool Stuff

Earth Science Week 2010 October 10-16, 2010
Each year, community groups, educators, and interested citizens organize events for Earth Science Week. This year, to engage young people and the public in learning about Earth's energy resources, the theme of Earth Science Week 2010 is "Exploring Energy." The American Geological Institute (AGI) leads Earth Science Week annually in cooperation with its sponsors and the geosciences community as a service to the public.  http://www.earthsciweek.org 

Tools with a Cost:

(Ed. Note:  I have not checked out this book but thought it might be of interest to some of our members.)
	Environmental Communication (Second Edition) Environmental Communication: Skills and Principles for Natural Resource Managers, Scientists, and Engineers (Second Edition), by R.R. Jurin, University of Northern Colorado, Greeley, CO, USA; D. Roush, Odyssey School, Denver, CO, USA; J. Danter, The Nature Conservancy, Florida Chapter, Altamonte Springs, FL, USA. Published by Springer.

Environmental professionals can no longer simply publish research in technical journals. Informing the public is now a critical part of the job. Environmental Communication demonstrates, step by step, how it's done, and is an essential guide for communicating complex information to groups not familiar with scientific material. It addresses the entire communications process, from message planning, audience analysis and media relations to public speaking - skills a good communicator must master for effective public dialogue. Environmental Communication provides all the knowledge and tools you need to reach your target audience in a persuasive and highly professional manner. 

http://www.springer.com/environment/environmental+management/book/978-90-481-3986-6


	

	


Grants, Volunteers, and Funding:
Youth Service-Learning Programs Funded in the U.S. and Canada
Youth Service America: State Farm Good Neighbor Service-Learning Grants
Youth Service America (YSA) is a resource center that partners with thousands of organizations committed to increasing the quality and quantity of volunteer opportunities for young people, ages 5-25, to serve locally, nationally, and globally. The State Farm Good Neighbor Service-Learning Grants program, administered by YSA, provides grants of up to $1,000 for youth-led service-learning initiatives in all 50 states and the District of Columbia, and in the Canadian provinces of Alberta, Ontario, and New Brunswick. The program encourages semester-long projects that launch on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service (January 17, 2011) and culminate on Global Youth Service Day (April 15-17, 2011). Eligible candidates include teachers, service-learning coordinators, and students in public schools, or staff and youth in community-based organizations working with public schools. The application deadline is October 15, 2010. Visit the YSA website by clicking the blue words above to take the eligibility test and submit an online application.
Funds for Youth Gardening Projects
National Gardening Association: Youth Garden Grants
The National Gardening Association (NGA), with support from The Home Depot, will award Youth Garden Grants to 100 schools and community organizations throughout the U.S. with child-centered garden programs. Priority will be given to programs that emphasize one or more of these elements: educational focus or curricular/program integration; nutrition or plant-to-food connections; environmental awareness/education; entrepreneurship; and social aspects of gardening such as leadership development, team building, community support, or service-learning. Applicant schools and organizations must plan to garden with at least 15 children between the ages of 3 and 18. Five programs will receive gift cards valued at $1,000 (a $500 gift card to The Home Depot and a $500 gift card to the Gardening with Kids catalog); 95 programs will receive a $500 gift card to The Home Depot. All winners will receive educational materials from NGA. The application deadline is November 1, 2010. Application guidelines and forms are available on the NGA website. (Click on the blue words above)
Projects in Company Communities Funded
Walmart Store and Sam's Club Giving Programs 
The Walmart Store and Sam’s Club Giving Programs provide support to a wide range of local nonprofit organizations, government agencies, and K-12 schools and higher education institutions located in communities with Walmart Stores and/or Sam’s Clubs. Churches and other faith-based organizations with projects that address the needs of the community at large are also eligible for support. The minimum grant award is $250; the maximum grant award depends on the budget of each facility. Organizations that meet the eligibility requirements can request an application at their local store or club. Applications are accepted from February 1 through December 31, annually. Visit the Walmart website to review the programs’ giving guidelines. (Click on the blue words above)
Volunteer info
Inclusion Weekly 9/16: National Senior Corps Week 

This week is National Senior Corps Week, and NSIP Inclusion Weekly would like to take this opportunity to discuss the importance of disability inclusion when engaging older Americans in service. 

Programs may be aware of a recent studies indicating that the disability rate among older Americans is on the rise. People are living longer, but many are doing so while acquiring functional limitations, which prevent them from performing some of their day-to-day activities. It is important to keep in mind that, in addition to acquiring some functional limitations, these older Americans have, throughout their lives, acquired a great deal of skills, knowledge, and experience. These individuals are valuable resources for so many community service organizations. Engaging seniors who have acquired disabilities should not be a daunting task. Everyone can serve: no limitations are so great that they prohibit an individual from helping his or her community. NSIP staff are always available to assist programs that would like to identify strategies to meaningfully engage older Americans with acquired disabilities in service. In addition, our staff can be a resource to helping programs recruit, engage, retain, and support potential volunteers. 

Also, Inclusion Weekly would like to share some information on the benefits of service for Seniors who have acquired different limitations. Specifically, the following five reasons clearly illustrate why serving in National Service programs is so important to older adults, who have acquired disabilities. The following information was taken from a report published by AARP entitled “Beyond 50.05: A Report to the Nation on National Livable Communities: Creating Environments for Successful Aging.” 

Service can fill a void, which, if left open, may have a degenerative effect on the physical and psychological well-being of older Americans: As people enter as people enter late life they often experience significant role loss, and community service often helps individuals find a sense of meaning and purpose, which is critical to health and well being. 

Service creates new opportunities, which help form new social ties. Older Americans, who have acquired functional limitations, often find that they cannot perform the roles they once completed as routine. These role losses signify a loss of social ties and social support. Community service in programs such as Senior Corps helps provide new ones. Volunteers interact with and help their neighbors, and volunteers develop friendships with fellow volunteers. 

With the acquisition of functional limitations often comes a loss of self-esteem and depression. Community service is especially important in enhancing self-esteem and sense of personal control. A vast literature indicates the critical connection among self-esteem, personal control, and better physical and mental health across the life course. 

Many individuals meet the acquisition of a functional limitation with pessimism and frustration. Serving in programs such as Senior Corps, and helping others is likely to generate a range of positive emotions, such as pride and a sense of satisfaction. 

Studies have shown that the acquisition of functional limitations often causes “cognitive decline.” The social and intellectual stimulation associated with all forms of community service help to counteract this pressing problem. Research indicates that cognitive functioning declines steadily with advancing age, however, social involvement and cognitive stimulation may help offset these problems. Community service provides the kind of social stimulation needed to help keep cognitive skills sharp in late life. 

With the foregoing, NSIP Inclusion Weekly sought to illustrate that older Americans, who have acquired disabilities, are often a perfect match for Senior Corps programs. These individuals can provide Senior Corps and their communities with much needed skills and volunteer hours, and Senior Corps programs can provide seniors who have acquired disabilities with useful and well-defined roles that provide meaning and a sense of purpose, enhance their feelings of self-worth and mastery, involve them in relationships that can offer them social support, trigger a flow of positive emotions, and provide a source of cognitive stimulation. 

Read the AAPD Report referred to above: http://assets.aarp.org/rgcenter/il/beyond_50_communities.pdf
Jobs
Communications position 

The Choose Clean Water Coalition through the National Wildlife Federation is seeking to fill a communications manager position, based in our Annapolis office.  The Choose Clean Water Coalition is a 130 organization member coalition focused on the restoration of the rivers and streams of the Chesapeake Bay Watershed. This position will focus on both external media and public communications on behalf of coalition, as well as coalition member capacity building and assistance in the field of local communications.  Candidates should have solid experience in both traditional and social media work, as well as an aptitude for helping smaller non-profits build their internal communications capacity around a set of shared policy priorities.  An outgoing  candidate with strong writing and communication skills is desired, as well as  someone with a passion for the outdoors and the environment.  

A full job description and online application link is available below, and additional questions can be directed to Tony Caligiuri at caligiuria@nwf.org or Hilary Falk at falkh@nwf.org .  Please feel free to forward this information to any potential candidates or resources.  Thanks!

https://careers.nwf.org/ext/detail.asp?jobid=nwf2087-595915910 

Got news, job postings, events, or other information to share?  Want to brag about awards?  Hear about something that would be of interest to members? Send them to charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 

Please forward this to anyone that might be interested.  Want to be included on the TREE mailings?  Contact charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 
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