· Branching Out

July 9, 2010
The mission of Three Rivers Environmental Educators is to promote collaboration of resources and provide networking opportunities for environmental educators in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula areas of Virginia.  www.vanaturally.com/tree 
TREE meetings:
Mark your calendars for the coming TREE meeting dates:

 

October 12, 2010

 

January 11, 2011

 

April 12, 2011

Local Events:
Belle Isle State Park has programming every day throughout the summer including concerts, canoe trips, kids programs and more.  Visit www.virginiastateparks.gov and click on “Park Events” to see what is happening.

Other Events:
Please Save the Date, September 15-16, for the 2010 Virginia Environmental Education Conference. The conference will be held at James Madison’s Montpelier in Orange, Virginia.  
 
TREE has grant funding allotted for some $25 member scholarships for this year’s conference, ‘Looking Back to a Sustainable Future.’ Follow the link below for more information:
 
http://www.vanaturally.com/vanaturally/eeconference10.html 
June 25-30 Bike Virginia Shenandoah Expedition
On top of the amazing road riding this year in the Shenandoah Valley you'll have plenty of fun things to do off the bike. Host towns Staunton and Harrisonburg are rolling out the red carpet with concerts, a pool party, walking tour, and two street festivals!

On Saturday and Sunday evening you'll get a chance to meet Author, David Herlihy and hear about his book The Lost Cyclist which features a segment on the Shenandoah Valley. Riders can also sit back and enjoy see the movie Bicycle Dreams while at Eastern Mennonite University. Visit our Activities Pages to keep up on the latest information.

* Visit  www.bikevirginia.org  for tour details and to read our  new newsletter, The Jersey Pocket.
Free Tools and other Cool Stuff

Experiment to Clean Up an Oil Spill
This experiment, created by the Australian Maritime Safety Authority, is designed to give kids an idea of what it might be like to clean up an oil spill and why the task is so difficult.  Using environmentally-friendly household materials, the experiment guides students through the steps of creating an oil spill and then trying to clean it.  A series of observational questions are posed.
http://www.amsa.gov.au/marine_environment_protection/Educational_resources_and_information/Teachers/Classroom_Projects/Clean_up_oil_spill_exercise.asp 

Freebies for Science Teachers
This NSTA site provides free resources for science teachers to use in their classroom. The search tool allows teachers to search by keyword for the resource types (CDs, Kits, Videos) they are seeking. http://www.nsta.org/publications/freebies.aspx?lid=exp 
 
Games at NOAA
With summer here, it's a good time to once again highlight this portal to games and interactive activities focused on ocean and air themes.  The games highlight the science and the activities of the NOAA and other agencies and organizations promoting environmental stewardship.  Be sure to check out WaterLife, the Humpback Whale Migration Game, Storm Tracker, and more. 
http://games.noaa.gov/
Plastics at SEA
The Sea Education Association offers this website allowing visitors to follow them as they embark on the Plastics at SEA: North Atlantic Expedition, a 35-day research cruise to study the accumulation of plastic marine debris in the North Atlantic Ocean.  The website offers a daily journal, science results, biographies, and more. http://www.sea.edu/plastics/index.htm  
Today's Green Minute
Today's Green Minute is a web-based video series which covers green innovation in science, wildlife, conservation, commerce, global warming, gizmos, and more.   http://todaysgreenminute.com 
 
Trail Resources
The American Trails online library has hundreds of articles, studies, and resources on every aspect of trails and greenways.  They are also archiving presentations and award documentation from the National Trails Symposium as well as materials from other educational sessions.  Topics include Trailbuilding, Planning, Education, and much more. http://www.americantrails.org/resources/index.html 

 
Secret Life of Scientists and Engineers
The Secret Life of Scientists is a web-exclusive series from NOVA which helps the public understand how and why scientists study what they do, as well as what happens when the lab coats come off.  Sixteen scientists are currently highlighted on the site, and visitors can visit each scientist's videos and blog posts, as well as ask a question of any of the scientists.  http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/secretlife 
Flying WILD Educator Resources on Gulf Oil Spill
To help bird educators find useful information for their classrooms about the Gulf oil spill and birds, Flying WILD has complied this educator resource page that includes links to key Web sites and databases, educator tools, articles, and how to help. 
http://www.flyingwild.org/resources/gulfoilspillresources.htm 

Adopt a Microbe
Students, teachers, groups, everyone can Adopt a Microbe from the deep biosphere, an outreach project of the Juan de Fuca Hydrogeology expedition (see above).  Get to know your microbe through weekly activities and submit your projects online for prizes.  The website will be completed soon, but has enough information on it already to get you started. 
http://sites.google.com/site/adoptamicrobe/ 

 
Brain-Powered Science
Brain-Powered Science is a resource for middle and high school teachers looking to stimulate students' thinking.  The book offers thirty-three hands-on activities based on the science of a discrepant event-an experiment or demonstration in which the outcome is not what students expect-and can motivate students to reconsider preconceived notions and think about what has actually occurred.  Teachers can also take advantage of 200 up-to-date internet resources included in the book, as well as extensions to each of the physical science, biology, and chemistry activities.
http://www.nsta.org/store/product_detail.aspx?id=10.2505/0781935155192&lid=exp 
 
Changing Tides
Changing Tides: A Series of Ocean Discussions by Smithsonian's Museum of Natural History and the Centers for Ocean Sciences Education Excellence (COSEE), is a series of talks by ocean scientists about current research and how it is helping to change the tide in ocean science and conservation.  Live webcasts can be heard online and links to recordings will be posted after the webcast footage is processed.  Sign up for the Ocean Portal Newsletter for notification of future lectures.  While on the website, check out the beta version of the Educators' Corner, with links to lesson plans and activities, features, and more.
http://ocean.si.edu/ocean-videos/changingtides/ 

SciPacks
SciPacks from the NSTA Learning Center are 10-hour online learning experiences that teachers can use to help better understand the content you teach.  SciPacks are aligned with the National Science Education Standards.  Select SciPacks are available at no charge, with topics including weather and climate, plate tectonics, water, and much more. 
http://learningcenter.nsta.org/products/scipacks.aspx 

  
TED Talks
TED (Technology, Entertainment, Design) - Ideas worth spreading, offers "riveting talks by remarkable people, free to the world (in 18 minutes)".  The website offers categories including Technology, Global issues, Science, and more.  Check out the newer offerings from Peter Tyack, Brian Skerry, Enric Sala, and many more. http://www.ted.com/ 
 
 Tools with a Cost:

Making EE Relevant for Culturally Diverse Audiences
September 13 - December 3, 2010
Deadline: August 13, 2010
This 12-week online course is designed to provide participants with the basic knowledge and skills needed to make EE relevant to culturally diverse audiences. Participants will broaden their perspective of EE to encompass interests and issues of concern to culturally diverse audiences, assess barriers to participation among these audiences, and apply cultural competency skills in building relationships and partnerships with members of an audience they intend to work with in the future. Although there are no prerequisites for this course, a working understanding of environmental education is essential for success in this course. Participants may obtain three undergraduate or graduate credits from the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point. It is also available as a non-credit workshop. All participants, regardless of location, are eligible for the in-state tuition rate.  http://www.uwsp.edu/natres/eetap/index.aspx   
Fundamentals of Environmental Education
September 13 - December 3, 2010
Deadline: August 13, 2010
A 12-week online course about the fundamentals of environmental education is appropriate for both classroom teachers and for non-formal educators who work with students and/or teachers. Participants may obtain three undergraduate or graduate credits from the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point. All students, regardless of location, are eligible for the in-state tuition rate. The course is also offered at a reduced cost for those who are not interested in obtaining college credit. 
http://www.uwsp.edu/natres/eetap/index.aspx 

Leadership Development in Natural Resources: Strategic Planning and Implementation
September 20 - November 19, 2010
Deadline: August 13, 2010
Learn how to develop successful strategic planning and implementation models, processes and techniques. Emphasis will be placed on managing the strategic planning process to build the capacity of organizations to provide effective environmental education programs. Course participants will also have an opportunity for individual consultation time with the course instructor to discuss specific issues/questions they might have regarding strategic planning. This course has been designed for environmental educators, natural resource professionals and graduate students who are currently involved in a strategic planning process or may become involved in one in the future. This is a nine-week course available for two graduate level credits through the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point. It is also available as a non-credit workshop. 
http://www.uwsp.edu/natres/eetap/index.aspx 

Grants, Volunteers, and Funding:
Classroom Earth Professional Development Grants
Classroom Earth's 2010 Professional Development Grants enable applicants to take two online courses, creating a strong foundation in environmental education.  These courses are offered by the University of Wisconsin, Stevens Point through the Environmental Education and Training Partnership.  The deadline for application is July 9, 2010.
http://classroomearth.org/professional-development-grant-2010 
 
Disney Friends for Change Grants
Disney's Friends for Change Grants fund youth-led service projects, occurring between September and November, that focus on making environmentally friendly changes and engaging youth, ages 5-18 (and especially the younger ages), as leaders in their community.  Grants are open to schools, organizations, and individuals planning service projects which inspire children to work with their families, friends, schools, and communities to address critical needs in their local, national, and global communities.  The deadline for entry is July 15, 2010. 
http://www.ysa.org/grants/announcements/friendsforchange2010 

Got news, job postings, events, or other information to share?  Want to brag about awards?  Hear about something that would be of interest to members? Send them to charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 

Please forward this to anyone that might be interested.  Want to be included on the TREE mailings?  Contact faye.andrashko@va.nacdnet.net
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