· Branching Out

July 15, 2011
"It was a sultry summer day, the kind that would make a frog sweat, if it could..."
 
The mission of Three Rivers Environmental Educators is to promote collaboration of resources and provide networking opportunities for environmental educators in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula areas of Virginia.  www.vanaturally.com/tree 
TREE meetings:
We had a great meeting on July 12.   Attendees had a choice of kayaking or touring by motorboat.  We saw a 1920’s buyboat being restored and learned about the maritime history of Mathews County and the Chesapeake Bay.  We were enthralled by the stories of Marcie xxxx.  Her father wrote books about the Chesapeake, and after lunch Marcie gave us a tour of Gwynn’s Island Museum.  Those that didn’t have to return to work early had a chance to see a lighthouse with a great view.

Next meeting will be Tues., Sept. 27  

Teta Kain will enlighten us on the beautiful and pristine Dragon Run area that she

 knows so well, wowing us with her expansive knowledge and gorgeous 

photographs. Location TBD, possibly in Gloucester County.
Officers were elected at the July 12 meeting.  Charlene Talcott is now president 

and Wendy Mataya has agreed to continue as vice-president and publicity chair.

Faye Andrashko did an outstanding job during her tenure as president and we

appreciate all of her hard work.
Local Events:
Belle Isle State Park is a volunteer site for National Public Lands Day, Virginia Waterways Clean-up and Stewardship Virginia on Saturday, September 24.  Projects include shore-line clean-up, trail work, and wetland habitat restoration.  To volunteer please call Stacey Hash at 462-5030.

Sign up now for the Virginia Waterways Cleanup and the International Coastal Cleanup in Virginia (September and October 2011) 2011 is the 17th year that Clean Virginia Waterways has organized the Virginia Waterways Cleanup (part of the International Coastal Cleanup). Cleanup events are held all over the state, and CVW is interested in increasing the number of cleanups in each of Virginia's watershed.  Schools, businesses, churches, youth groups and other organizations are encouraged to coordinate a site, and serve as "Site Captains." Cleanups are held between September 1 and October 31 (you pick the date) on the coast and on inland waterways. To sign up as a cleanup leader, please fill out the Site Captain Signup Form found here: http://www.longwood.edu/cleanva/iccva.htm or send an email to cleanva@longwood.edu to join this important effort to clean our waterways.

Other Events:
The Virginia Environmental Education Conference will be October 7-9, at the College of William and Mary in Williamsburg, VA.  This year the conference is partnering with the Mid-Atlantic Marine Education Association conference, so there should be lots of good workshops.  Registration will be coming soon.
Those wishing to stay overnight can take advantage of the special conference rate of $77 night (plus taxes) at the Hospitality House. (757-229-4020) More information should be available soon at www.vanaturally.com 
Chesapeake Bay Stormwater Webcast Series – Multiple dates: July – September 2011 – Designed to help local stormwater designers, reviewers and managers across the Bay Watershed meet the challenges involved in new stormwater regulations and nutrient reduction allocations. The five webcasts are jointly offered by the Chesapeake Stormwater Network and the University of Maryland Mid-Atlantic Water Program, courtesy of grants from the Chesapeake Bay Trust and the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation.

-- July 28, 2011 -- Surviving Your Local WIP: A Practical Guide to Nutrient Accounting for the Chesapeake Bay TMDL; 

-- August 11, 2011 -- LID Changes Everything: The New Stormwater Maintenance Paradigm; 

-- August 18, 2011 -- Stormwater Retrofits to Maximize Nutrient Reduction; 
-- September 15, 2011 -- Increasing the Delivery of Residential Stewardship Practices in Urban Watersheds; 

-- September 22, 2011 -- Environmental Site Design Criteria for the Maryland Critical Area. 
Register at: https://spreadsheets.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dF9tUEhUelhrNkVsS2JPWU5MWlcwaHc6MQ.  For more information, contact Thomas R. Schueler: watershedguy@hotmail.com; 410-608-7117; http://www.chesapeakestormwater.net/. 

Project WILD and WILD Aquatic Teacher Workshop
August 10th & August 11th, 8:30 am - 12:30 pm, First Landing State Park
FREE. Attendance for the entire duration of the workshop is required to receive certificate and workshop materials. 

 

Project WILD and Project WILD Aquatic curriculums are two of the most widely-used conservation and environmental education programs among educators of students in kindergarten through high school. The Project WILD K-12 Activity Guide offers learning opportunities through a focus on wildlife and habitat, while the Project WILD Aquatic K-12 Activity Guide emphasizes aquatic wildlife and aquatic ecosystems. Each is based on the premise that young people and educators have a vital interest in learning about our natural world. Emphasizing wildlife because of its intrinsic value, Project WILD addresses the need for human beings to develop as responsible citizens of our planet.  For more information about the Project Wild curriculums, visit www.projectwild.org. To register, contact Helen Kuhns at office@lynnhaven2007.com or by calling 757-962-5398. Advanced registration is required no later than August 5th. Limit 25 teachers.

 

Sprouting Success: A Professional Development Workshop for K-5 Teachers presented by Agriculture in the Classroom
August 17th, 9am-2pm, Ernie Morgan Center, Norfolk
Virginia's AITC program provides high quality professional development workshops throughout the Commonwealth. Workshops are provided free of charge to teachers.

 
Workshop Highlights:
♦ SOL-aligned, cross-curricular lessons using proven methodology

♦ Hands-on activities designed to be incorporated into daily curriculum

♦ Practical ideas ready for instant use in the classroom

♦ Additionally, each teacher receives a free teacher resource kit with curriculum,

books, posters, and much more!

 
Register: aitc@vafb.com or 804-290-1025. Space is limited, participants must pre-register. Lunch will be provided.
 

Project WET Teacher Workshop
August 18th, 8:30am-4pm, First Landing State Park
FREE. Attendance for the entire duration of the workshop is required to receive certificate and workshop materials.

 

Project WET (Water Education for Teachers) is a nationally developed, supplementary water education program for educators -- public and private school teachers, youth club leaders, museum staff and others. Project WET is designed to teach students how to think, rather than what to think. The program shows that wise water management is essential to the future social and economic prosperity of our country. Project WET addresses atmospheric water, surface water, ground water, cultural and historical uses of water, and contemporary water management issues such as nonpoint source pollution. Professionally developed teaching aids are hands-on, self-contained, and user-friendly. For more information about the Project WET curriculum, visit www.projectwet.org.To register, contact Helen Kuhns at office@lynnhaven2007.com or by calling 757-962-5398. Advanced registration is required no later than August 12th. Limit 25 teachers.

 

Wetlands 101
August 25th, 8:30am-4:00pm & Friday, August 25th, 8:30a -12:30pm, First Landing State Park
Cost: $20. Attendance for the entire duration of the workshop is required to receive certificate and workshop materials.

 

This one and one half day workshop provides a basic introduction to wetland function and dynamics and includes WOW! The Wonders of Wetlands curriculum guide. Exploring wetland areas, teachers will develop a more in-depth understanding of the crucial role of wetland areas, how wetlands work and will leave with hands on activity you can use in your classroom and on your school grounds. Limit 25 teachers. The course is appropriate for elementary and middle school teachers. To register, contact Helen Kuhns at office@lynnhaven2007.com or by calling 757-962-5398. Advanced registration is required no later than August 12th. Payment must be received for space to be reserved. Limit 25 teachers.

 

Free School Composting Webinar
September 20th, Online
Register early for NERC's School Webinar - "Composting at Schools." The Webinar will be held on Tuesday, September 20, 2011 at 3:00 pm. Learn how to start and maintain a school composting program. Information to be discussed includes: stakeholders and program set-up; benefits to the school community; the curriculum connection; funding, labor and collection logistics; types of compost bins and bin maintenance for on-site composting; options for off-site composting; and more.

 

The School Composting Webinar is free. To register visit: https://www3.gotomeeting.com/register/815497014. 
 
NERC's school project is funded through a USDA grant.  Tips on school waste reduction, recycling, and composting, along with presentations from NERC's first School Webinar can be found on NERC's Website (nerc.org). 

 

New Teacher Oyster Gardener Workshop
October 15th, Site TBD
Cost: TBD. This course will prepare teachers to conduct an oyster restoration project with their students during the upcoming school year.  In addition to lectures on oyster reef biology, history, ecology and restoration, this course will also provide teachers with the opportunity to explore a recovering oyster reef, to collect reef-associated fauna, to employ sampling techniques in the field, and to dissect oysters in the lab.  For more information about this program, contact Laurie Sorabella at 757-460-1200 or oysterreefkeeper@yahoo.com. Space is limited.

Hampton Roads Alliance for Environmental Education (HRAEE), one of our sister organizations, is having their annual conference on September 15 at the Virginia Living Museum.Keynote speaker is Tim Cole, Sustainable Schools Project Manager,  Virginia Beach Public Schools
 From buildings to curriculum, learn how a school division with 10 million square feet of building space and 70,000 students is developing a culture of sustainability. And more importantly, how they plan to maintain momentum moving forward  www.hrpdc.org/PEP/PEP_HRAEE.asp 
Webpage: Quick Guide to Virginia Water-related Conferences, Workshops, and Similar Events -- http://vwrrc.vt.edu/VAConfQuickGuide.html -- Lists events of local and statewide interest; includes Virginia Government Meetings for July 11-26, 2011.  If you are sponsoring a water-related educational event (conferences, meetings, seminars, trainings, environmental education event, or volunteer work day) in Virginia and would like it added to this webpage, send a message to Alan Raflo at the Virginia Water Resources Research Center, araflo@vt.edu, with the event name, sponsoring organization, date(s), location, and contact information (phone number, e-mail, and Web site, as available); please write "Event Notice" in the subject line.
Free Tools and other Cool Stuff

Green Schools Are Better for Students

Published by the American Institute of Architects and the U.S. Green Building Council, this report details what mayors, superintendents, and other local leaders can do to advance the movement for environmentally friendly schools. http://www.centerforgreenschools.org/docs/USGBC%20... 
The Fish Game by The Cloud Institute for Sustainability

This online game is designed to teach sustainability by demonstrating the problems overfishing can cause. Players fish for 10 days, earning money for each fish, along with other people doing the same. They learn the rate that the lake restocks the fish population over the 10-day period and how to balance that with their own needs as well as having to consider what impact others are having on the fish population. http://www.cloudinstitute.org/fish-game 

Using Parks for Education

The National Recreation and Park Association released five monographs by a team of expert researchers led by Dr. John L. Crompton of Texas A&M University. A synopsis summarizes the key categories in which parks and recreation contribute to building of healthy, vibrant communities: physical health, mental health, social functioning, youth development, environment, and economic impact. http://www.nrpa.org/research-papers/?utm_source=re... 
 
Grants, Volunteers, and Funding:
Request for Proposals (RFP): DEQ 2012 Citizen Monitoring Grant --Applications due: September 2, 2011 -- The grant can support volunteer water quality monitoring activities from January 1 through December 31, 2012. Funds can pay for monitoring equipment, laboratory analysis, publications, and related items. Grant awards cannot pay for office space, salary for staff or staff benefits; however, applicants may use funds to pay for contractual services. The Citizen Monitoring Grant has a maximum award of $4,000. This grant requires recipients to provide or possess a DEQ approved Quality Assurance Project Plan (QAPP) and Standard Operating Procedures (SOP). DEQ will only accept one grant application per applicant.  A copy of the grant RFP along with other grant and funding sources is available on the Citizen Monitoring Grant webpage at www.deq.virginia.gov/cmonitor/grant.html.  Contact Stuart Torbeck, Water Quality Data Liaison, Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), at charles.torbeck@deq.virginia.gov if you have questions.
Grassroots Environmental Campaigns Supported
Patagonia Environmental Grants Program 
The Patagonia Environmental Grants Program provides support to small, grassroots organizations with provocative direct-action agendas, working on multi-pronged campaigns to protect the environment. Patagonia funds activist groups working to protect local habitats in the United States and Canada, as well as in targeted countries around the world. The company is most interested in supporting organizations that work on the root causes of problems and that approach issues with a commitment to long-term change. Most grants are in the range of $3,000 to $8,000. Proposals are accepted through the Patagonia website during the months of April and August each year, and must be submitted by April 30 or August 31. (Applications are accepted year-round at local retail Patagonia stores.) Visit the website listed above to take the eligibility quiz and review the program’s application guidelines.

Jobs
Job Opportunity -- Production and Membership Coordinator, Potomac Riverkeeper -- Coordinates production and design of print and electronic content, manages membership processes, and provides event support.  Expected start date is August 1, 2011.  To apply, send resume and cover letter to jobs@potomacriverkeeper.org.  For more information, see http://potomacriverkeeper.org/production-and-membership-coordinator. Potomac Riverkeeper is a nonprofit organization located in Washington, DC, with field offices in Virginia, West Virginia and Maryland, and has a membership of 2,500.
Got news, job postings, events, or other information to share?  Want to brag about awards?  Hear about something that would be of interest to members? Send them to charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 

Please forward this to anyone that might be interested.  Want to be included on the TREE mailings?  Contact charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 
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