· Branching Out

July 1, 2011—Happy Independence Day!
The mission of Three Rivers Environmental Educators is to promote collaboration of resources and provide networking opportunities for environmental educators in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula areas of Virginia.  www.vanaturally.com/tree 
TREE meetings:
Tues., July 12    Gwynn’s Island Museum and kayaking trip.


Mathews member Bev Holmberg has put together a great 
program for our summer meeting. On Tuesday, July 12, we’ll go to Gwynn’s Island Museum and have a look at the boat building program, and use the community building for lunch and our meeting. Also, Bev will guide us a a kayak trip in the area. She needs a preliminary count of the number of people interested in kayaking. This promises to be a most interesting and beautiful meeting for us, well worth the trip. Mathews features more than 200 miles of shoreline and is bordered by the Chesapeake Bay, Mobjack Bay, and the Piankatank River.

Tues., Sept. 27  Teta Kain will enlighten us on the beautiful and pristine Dragon Run area that she knows so well, wowing us with her expansive knowledge and gorgeous photographs. Location TBD, possibly in Gloucester County.

It’s time to elect new officers!  Please send your nominations to faye.andrashko@nnswcd.org 

Local Events:
Belle Isle State Park has lots of fun programs including canoe trips, Geocaching programs, kids’ activities and more!  Visit www.virginiastateparks.gov and click “Park Events” and follow the drop down menus for more information.
Other Events:
Nonprofit Leadership Series: Session on Volunteer Management -- July 12, 2011 – Washington, D. C.  This advanced session can help your organization initiate a new volunteer program or enhance the success of an existing one.  Register at http://www.cfnps.org/DCLS25.aspx.  Sponsored by the Center for Nonprofit Success.  See www.cfnps.org for more information or write to Georgette Koshko at gkoshko@cfnps.org.   

*****************

Center for Watershed Protection's (CWP) Watershed & Stormwater Management Webcast Series -- July 13, 2011 (Eastern: 12:00 - 2:00 pm) – Title: “The Top Actions That  Local Governments Can Take To Address Numerical Goals, Such As TMDLs &  WIPs” -- Cost: $149 (Members of AWSPs, the professional membership program of the CWP receive $60 discount). Registration closes July 8, 2011. Space is limited.  For more information, see: http://www.cwp.org/our-work/training/webcasts.html.  

*******************

Free Tools and other Cool Stuff

Online Guide: Native Plant Center for the Chesapeake Bay Region -- www.nativeplantcenter.net -- The online guide allows for the identification and selection of native plant species for habitat restoration in the Chesapeake Bay watershed.  Users can search for native plants by name, plant type, sun exposure, soil texture and moisture, and even find native plants with the same shape, color, size or other characteristics as some of their favorite non-native plants. The portal uses the U.S Fish and Wildlife Service’s native plant database, associated with the publication entitled Native Plants for Wildlife Habitat and Conservation Landscaping: Chesapeake Bay Watershed. Sponsoring partners: Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and Image Matters LLC.  More information available at: https://allianceforthebay.org/?p=1685.
Tracks to Success
Evaluation for Nonprofits – It’s No Longer “Optional” 
This two-part series, written by Judith Margolin, explores the growing pressure on nonprofit organizations to develop effective evaluation programs. The series addresses the reasons for the heightened emphasis on evaluations and offers advice on creating a successful evaluation program. Click on the link provided above in blue read Part One.

Evaluation for Nonprofits – It’s No Longer “Optional” 
This two-part series, written by Judith Margolin, explores the growing pressure on nonprofit organizations to develop effective evaluation programs. The series addresses the reasons for the heightened emphasis on evaluations and offers advice on creating a successful evaluation program. Click on the link provided above in blue to read Part Two.

Grants, Volunteers, and Funding:
Grant Opportunity from the National Science Foundation: Water Sustainability and Climate (WSC) -- Program Solicitation: NSF 11-551 (Replaces Document(s): NSF 10-524) -- Full Proposal Deadline(s) (due by 5 p.m. proposer's local time): October 19, 2011 -- The guidelines contained in NSF 11-1 apply to proposals submitted in response to this funding opportunity.  The goal of the Water Sustainability and Climate (WSC) solicitation is to understand and predict the interactions between the water system and climate change, land use (including agriculture, managed forest and rangeland systems), the built environment, and ecosystem function and services through place-based research and integrative models. Studies of the water system using models and/or observations at specific sites singly or in combination that allow for spatial and temporal extrapolation to other regions, as well as integration across the different processes in that system are encouraged, especially to the extent that they advance the development of theoretical frameworks and predictive understanding.  For more information, see http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2011/nsf11551/nsf11551.htm?WT.mc_id=USNSF_25&WT.mc_ev=click.
K-12 Science and Math Education Supported
Toshiba America Foundation 
The mission of the Toshiba America Foundation is to promote quality science and mathematics education in U.S. K-12 schools. The Foundation provides grants through the following two initiatives: The Grants Program for K-5 Science and Math Education provides grants of up to $1,000 to teachers in public or private schools in order to improve the teacher's science and math teaching units. The application deadline is October 1, annually. The Grants Program for 6-12 Science and Math Education provides small grants of up to $5,000 and large grants of over $5,000 to teachers who are passionate about making science and mathematics more engaging for their students. Applications for small grants may be submitted throughout the year. The upcoming application deadline for large grant applications is August 1, 2011. Visit the Foundation’s website for details about each of the grant programs. 

Disney is Donating Toys to Needy Charities and Nonprofits
Good360
Through our partnership with Disney, Good360 is able to distribute thousands of toys to qualified charities and nonprofits. If your organization caters to the needs of children and can benefit from toy donations, or one of our other thousands of product donations, visit Good360.org to determine if you qualify to be a recipient. If so, you could soon be receiving Disney merchandise to help those you serve. Visit Good360.org today to claim your goods for the greater good! 
Got news, job postings, events, or other information to share?  Want to brag about awards?  Hear about something that would be of interest to members? Send them to charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 

Please forward this to anyone that might be interested.  Want to be included on the TREE mailings?  Contact charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 
[image: image1.jpg]D

Three Rivers
I Environmental
Educators





