· Branching Out

June 17, 2011
The mission of Three Rivers Environmental Educators is to promote collaboration of resources and provide networking opportunities for environmental educators in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula areas of Virginia.  www.vanaturally.com/tree 
TREE meetings:
Tues., July 12    Gwynn’s Island Museum and kayaking trip.


Mathews member Bev Holmberg has put together a great 
program for our summer meeting. On Tuesday, July 12, we’ll go to Gwynn’s Island Museum and have a look at the boat building program, and use the community building for lunch and our meeting. Also, Bev will guide us a a kayak trip in the area. She needs a preliminary count of the number of people interested in kayaking. This promises to be a most interesting and beautiful meeting for us, well worth the trip. Mathews features more than 200 miles of shoreline and is bordered by the Chesapeake Bay, Mobjack Bay, and the Piankatank River.

Tues., Sept. 27  Teta Kain will enlighten us on the beautiful and pristine Dragon Run area that she knows so well, wowing us with her expansive knowledge and gorgeous photographs. Location TBD, possibly in Gloucester County.

It’s time to elect new officers!  Please send your nominations to faye.andrashko@nnswcd.org 

Local Events:
Sign up now for the Virginia Waterways Cleanup and the International Coastal Cleanup in Virginia (September and October 2011) 2011 is the 17th year that Clean Virginia Waterways has organized the Virginia Waterways Cleanup (part of the International Coastal Cleanup). Cleanup events are held all over the state, and CVW is interested in increasing the number of cleanups in each of Virginia's watershed.  Schools, businesses, churches, youth groups and other organizations are encouraged to coordinate a site, and serve as "Site Captains." Cleanups are held between September 1 and October 31 (you pick the date) on the coast and on inland waterways. To sign up as a cleanup leader, please fill out the Site Captain Signup Form found here: http://www.longwood.edu/cleanva/iccva.htm or send an email to cleanva@longwood.edu to join this important effort to clean our waterways.

Other Events:
Summer of Learning - Virginia

Longwood University is sponsoring the pilot institute, SOLstice: Summer of Learning - Science Teachers Investigating the Chesapeake Environment, July 11-August 5, 2011 in Farmville, Virginia.  This Chesapeake Bay Academy will bring together university faculty, practicing middle-school teachers, and pre-service middle-school science teachers to work collaboratively as teacher-researchers. http://www.longwood.edu/liberalstudies/33955.htm
International Day for Biological Diversity 2012

The Secretariat of the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity has announced that the theme of the 2012 International Day for Biological Diversity, May 22, 2012, will be Marine and Coastal Biodiversity.  The theme will contribute to the Rio + 20 meeting and the work of the Global Forum on Oceans, Coasts and Islands taking place there in collaboration with the Secretariat; Expo 2012 in Yeosu, Republic of Korea May-July 2012; and the World Ocean Summit in Singapore in February 2012.  Materials and information resources will be available in fall 2011. http://www.cbd.int/idb/
 
Free Tools and other Cool Stuff

Wildlife Conservation Society Courses and Webinars - Online

Wildlife Conservation Society webinars are an opportunity to learn more about animals and the science of studying wildlife.   The six-week courses provide opportunities to examine zoology, ecology, and conservation, through topics including predators, marine biology, habitat ecology, and climate.  Summer courses include Marine Biology for Elementary Educators, Conservation Biology for Educators, and more. http://www.wcs.org/teachers/online-teacher-academy.aspx
Beachapedia

The Beachapedia website from Surfrider Foundation is similar to Wikipedia, but with articles that focus on beach and ocean issues.  Beachapedia highlights the experience and knowledge gained by Surfrider Foundation activists, scientists, and staff through hundreds of environmental and educational campaigns along our coasts.  The authors hope to provide tools and information to help communities make a positive impact on their local beaches.  Check out the Featured Article, State of the Beach Report, Daily Factoids, and more.  
 
Many of the pages currently offer short definitions of a topic.  Help build out the pages with in-depth information; like Wikipedia, experts can contribute to the project.  Make sure to contribute links to educational materials on specific subjects. http://www.beachapedia.org/Main_Page
Edutopia Summer Blog

Learn more about project-based learning, classroom management techniques, how to use new media tools in the classroom, and more through this summer blog from Edutopia.  Each week, new tools and tips will be added to help you improve your teaching practice.
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/professional-development-series
Four Green Steps

Four Green Steps.com offers free curriculum to schools with green ideas for students of all ages and a strong focus on sustainability and natural resources. The program also features a special 'one-day curriculum' perfect for substitutes or special events like Earth Day. The site also offers opportunities for students to share their projects and ideas online as well as compete for incredible prizes.  http://www.fourgreensteps.com

Free Lesson Plans on Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy

Energy Works Michigan has just released free downloadable lesson plans on energy efficiency, solar energy, and wind energy. Their hands-on, inquiry-based lessons are targeted for upper elementary, middle school, and high school levels. The lessons challenge students to conduct classroom energy audits, interpret wind maps to assess potential wind turbine sites, power a radio using solar panels, and more! For more information about these free lesson plans, visit the Energy Works Michigan Web site: http://energyworksmichigan.org/educational-resources 
Marine Debris App

The Marine Debris Tracker mobile application, an app for both Android and iPhone, allows users to track trash on coastlines and waterways.  The homepage is automatically updated with the five most recent items tracked by various users.  The website also offers a map of the data that participants have tracked. http://www.marinedebris.engr.uga.edu/
Online Instructional Resources
Michigan State University offers links to instructional resources from across the Internet. 
The three broad categories are Teaching and Learning Resources, Resources for Teaching in the Disciplines, and Resources for Teaching to the Competencies.  The website offers quick and logical access to the resources, including multiculturalism, assessment, instructional design, and more. http://fod.msu.edu/OIR/index.asp
 
Outreach and Interpretation for Archeologists
The National Park Service offers online resources useful for archeologists for outreach and education.  Offerings include Interpretation for Archeologists: A Guide to Increasing Knowledge, Skills, and Abilities; Archeology for Interpreters; the NPA Archeology Guide module on Archeology Outreach; and much more.  Check these out.   http://www.nps.gov/archeology/sitemap.htm
Sea of Sound 

The Sea of Sound DVD from the Cornell Lab of Ornithology immerses viewers in the world of underwater sound with imagery, sound, and computer graphics.  The DVD comes with eight standards-based classroom activities for 7-12th grade physics and biology courses, sound analysis software, and marine sounds.  To celebrate the release of this NSF/NOPP funded project, the Cornell Lab is shipping the first 1000 DVDs to educators who work with groups age 10 and up, free on a first-come-first-serve basis.  Note that all attendees at the upcoming NMEA annual conference will receive a copy in their conference bag.
Send your postal address to SeaofSound@cornell.edu.
State of the Birds 2011

The Cornell Lab of Ornithology and partners launched the 2011 State of the Birds as a report and website, showing distribution of birds on public lands and waters.  The data show the importance of public lands for bird conservation and identifies opportunities for public land agencies. http://stateofthebirds.org/
 
TeacherTube and TeacherVision
TeacherTube is a professionally vetted site that offers educators an online community for sharing instructional teacher videos with others around the world through an interface which resembles that of YouTube.  Visitors can search for videos by keyword, review helpful documents, and more.  TeacherVision, under Teaching Resources, offers an online library of lesson plans, printable books, and more. http://www1.teachertube.com/
 
Teaching the Ocean System:  Resources for Educators
This website from Carleton College's On the Cutting Edge program brings together data sets, tools, lesson plans, and interactive visualizations to help teach about oceanography and ocean systems.  Links include data sets, Internet resources, visualizations, teaching materials, and more. http://serc.carleton.edu/NAGTWorkshops/ocean/
Writers' Resources

Google offers links of resources for writers.  Categories include education and training, journaling, style guides, and more. http://www.google.com/Top/Arts/Writers_Resources/
 
Grants, Volunteers, and Funding:
Jobs
NAAEE Announces Executive Director Search
NAEE (North American Association for Environmental Education) is seeking a motivated professional interested in strengthening the organization by increasing membership, promoting member participation, and capitalizing on emerging opportunities for the field of environmental education. The Executive Director will work in NAAEE’s office in the Washington D.C. metropolitan area. The salary for this full-time position will be commensurate with experience, in the range of $80-100K,depending on qualifications. The Executive Director is hired by the Board and reports to the President of the Board.

To apply, please provide a two-page resume, names and contact information for three references, and a cover letter, not to exceed two pages, explaining your interest in the position and summarizing how your experience can ensure professional leadership and efficient management for NAAEE. Be sure to specifically address how you meet the qualifications and qualities outlined in the position description at www.eelinked.naaee.net/n/eelink-jobs/posts/NAAEE-Executive-Director-Search.  Applications will be accepted from June 3 to June 30, 2011. Electronic submission is required. Only Word attachments are acceptable. Please put “Exec Dir Application” and your name in the subject line, and send your information to: edsearch@naaee.org.
Got news, job postings, events, or other information to share?  Want to brag about awards?  Hear about something that would be of interest to members? Send them to charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 

Please forward this to anyone that might be interested.  Want to be included on the TREE mailings?  Contact charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 
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