· Branching Out

June 11, 2010
The mission of Three Rivers Environmental Educators is to promote collaboration of resources and provide networking opportunities for environmental educators in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula areas of Virginia.  www.vanaturally.com/tree 
TREE meetings:
Tuesday, July 13, at 11:00, starting with our tour of  the Omega Protein plant in Reedville, and our lunch/meeting to follow.

 

Mark your calendars for the coming TREE meeting dates:

 

October 12, 2010

 

January 11, 2011

 

April 12, 2011

Local Events:
CBF's Virginia Oyster Restoration Center
Needs Volunteers June 15, 16, and 17, 2010
To Assist With Reef Ball Construction
Location: VIMS  Gloucester Point, VA.
Tues. June 15-  9:00 am-2:30 pm
Wed. June 16-  9:00 am-2:30 pm
Thurs. June 17- 9:00 am-2:00 pm
15-20 volunteers each day
 
What Are Reef Balls???
Reef Balls are molded from marine safe cement and mimic the structure of natural reefs.  Fiberglass molds are used to construct the reef balls.  A completed reef ball is a hollow sphere, 18" tall and 24" wide, with several openings on the surface of the ball itself.  Oyster spat attach to the hard surface of the reef ball, creating valuable habitat.  These reef balls will be placed in the Lafayette and Piankatank Rivers.
Volunteers will assist with assembling and filling reef ball molds and/or opening and removing reef balls from the molds.
 
Send reply to Laura Engelund, lengelund@cbf.org Please include the day(s) you are able to work. Once you RSVP, all details will be sent to you.
Expect a messy, strenuous, and rewarding experience!! All volunteers must be at least 16 years of age, those under 18 must be accompanied by an adult guardian.
 
Other Events:
Potomac River & Chesapeake Bay Issue Investigation: Hands-on Science in Action ~ Maryland

July 12-22, 2010 ~ Accokeek, Maryland
Hard Bargain Farm offers annual professional development opportunities for fourth- through sixth-grade teachers and environmental education practitioners. During institutes and workshops, teachers become students, actively exploring the curriculum and field studies by participating in hands-on activities, models, and conducting in-depth field study investigations amid diverse habitats on the farm and in nearby Piscataway National Park. Teachers learn and practice activities designed to investigate issues at their school and to prepare their students for an outdoor experience. 
http://www.fergusonfoundation.org/hbf/teacher_trai... 

Free Tools and other Cool Stuff

Paddler’s Guide to Northumberland County

 Did you know there are 26 launch sites for canoes/kayaks between the Yeocomico River and Indian Creek? NAPS has prepared a “Paddler’s Guide to Northumberland County.” A “3-fold” brochure consisting of a master map, with information on marinas, motels and museums, has been printed and is being distributed at places like the libraries. The “master” map of the County and more detailed maps of the Yeocomico, Coan, Little Wicomico and Great Wicomico (2 maps) are posted on the NAPS web site www.napsva.org under “What’s New?” in a format that can be printed on 8 1/2 x 11 inch paper. Paddlers can laminate the maps, stick them in a zip-lock bag or just throw them away if they get wet. The web site will eventually also have information on how to contact bed & breakfasts, along with text describing “what to see” on each river. Contact Lynton Land at  JandL@nnwifi.com if you have suggestions, if you can’t find a “3-fold” or if you want .pdf files of any of the maps.

Toll on Birds From Gulf Spill

American Bird Conservancy President, George Fenwick, is cautioning that the toll from the Deepwater Horizon oil spill in the Gulf may be far greater when the unseen impacts are factored into the environmental disaster (Press Release, May 4, 2010). Visit the American Bird Conservancy Web site for more information on this disaster, the efforts being made to rescue oiled birds, and what you can do to help  http://www.abcbirds.org/newsandreports/releases/10054.htm 
Videos and Photo Gallery of Oil Spill in Gulf Will Surely Spur Discussion

The TPM (Talking Points Memo) Photo Gallery Fire In The Gulf: New Pictures Of The Deepwater Horizon shows a succession of images of the oil rig fire in the Gulf.  http://www.talkingpointsmemo.com/gallery/2010/05/fire-in-the-gulf-new-pictures-of-the-deep-water-horizon.php?img.1 

Audubon International Webinars - Online
To celebrate the mid-way point of the United Nation's Decade of Education for Sustainable Development, Audubon International will be hosting a series of training webinars designed to help people become better stewards of the environment where they live, work, and play.  The webinars will focus on topics such as community sustainability, greening your business or property, eco-development practices, and community outreach ideas.  Registration is free but space is limited.  http://www.auduboninternational.org/webinars 
 
Climate Discovery Courses for Educators - Online
The National Center for Atmospheric Research (NCAR) offers a series of online courses for middle and high school science teachers, combining geoscience content, current climate research, easy to implement hands-on activities, and more.  Summer courses run June18-August 8, 2010 and Fall courses run September 17-November 7, 2010.  The deadline for registration for the summer courses is June 18, 2010.   http://ecoourse.ncar.ucar.edu/ 

PBS TeacherLine - Online
PBS TeacherLine offers standards-based graduate-level courses in an accessible online format.  Subjects include Science, STEM, Instructional Strategies, and more.  Check out the special collections, including Weather and Climate, Global Climate Change Education for Middle School, Ecosystems and Human Impact, and much more.  http://www.pbs.org/teacherline/ 
Wildlife Conservation Society Courses and Webinars - Online
Free Wildlife Conservation Society webinars as an opportunity to learn more about animals and the science of studying wildlife.   Participants learn about field research and conservation work as they listen to conservation stories from field researchers.  Webinars also include elements specific to educators wishing to learn more about how to bring these engaging topics to students.  The webinar, Ocean Giants: Sharks, will be held on June 8, 2010, World Ocean Day.  The Bronx Zoo also offers online programs for environmental educators.  Upcoming classes include Predators: Biology and Conservation; Energy, Climate and Wildlife Connections; Conservation Communication; and more.  Teacher scholarships are available. 
http://www.wcs.org/teachers/online-professional-development.aspx   
 
Using Ocean Data in Education - Online
COSEE NOW has been presenting a free webinar series, Using Ocean Data in Education.  The series explores effective strategies for incorporating ocean data in formal and informal education products and programs, as a way to connect students to scientific concepts and real-time science.  The session, COOL Classroom: Building a Collaborative Design Team for Science Curriculum Development, will be held online at a future date; register to join.  http://coseenow.net/blog/using-ocean-data-in-education/
Why Do We Explore? - Online
For those who missed the first offering, NOAA's Ocean Exploration and Research Program and the College of Exploration offer this free Okeanos Explorer Online Teacher Professional Development Series, June 21-July 2, 2010.  The workshop features keynote addresses by ocean explorers who have made significant ocean discoveries, inquiry-based lessons for all grade-levels, and facilitated online reflective conversations about the importance of ocean exploration on a global scale.   Areas of focus include climate change, energy, human health and ocean health.  This workshop will be available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  http://www.coexploration.org/oe    
 
Reef Resilience Course - Online
The Nature Conservancy is offering a free online training program on Reef Resilience to provide coral reef managers, trainers, and policymakers guidance on building resilience to climate change into the design of MPAs and daily management activities.  The 12-week online course incorporates the new science, lessons learned, case studies, and practices that have been included in the Coral Reefs module of the Reef Resilience toolkit, and is designed to accelerate the knowledge of and facilitate access to essential information and tools needed to incorporate resilience principles into management strategies. http://www.reefresilence.org/Training_Online.html 
The Bay Game
The University of Virginia's Bay Game simulation allows players to take the roles of stakeholders, make decisions about their livelihoods and professional expertise, and see the impacts of these decisions on the watershed and on each other over a twenty-year period.  The website provides information about the simulation, along with materials on the different simulation events and the participating groups.  Visitors can review the Bay Resources with links to organizations and interactive maps of the Chesapeake Bay.  Additional web pages include links to news and more.
http://www.virginia.edu/vpr/sustaing/BayGame/  
Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill Contact Information
The Gulf of Mexico Alliance Environmental Education Network offers Gulf States contact information for the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill as a downloadable Word document.  Click on the oil rig drawing on the main page.  There is also a Deepwater Horizon Response website which offers news, volunteer links, and additional information.
http://gulfallianceeducation.org/ 
 
Digital Library for Earth System Education
The Digital Library for Earth System Education is an online library of web-based resources at all educational levels for teaching and learning about the Earth as a system.  It can be searched by keyword, grade level, resource type, collection, and by national standards.  The updated website offers an improved K-12 Educator's page, Newest Resources in DLESE, and much more.  Turn to this website for great resources.  http://www.dlese.org
EPA Wastes Website
This website from the EPA provides materials for teachers, students, and researchers to develop an increased knowledge of solid waste issues.  The resources are divided into four sections:  What You Can Do, Resource Conservation, Hazardous Waste, and Nonhazardous Waste.  Students can find activities and project ideas to learn more about waste reduction, reuse, and recycling, along with information sources, tools, and data to enable student researchers to collect environmental information for use in projects and reports.  The website also offers links to curriculum, activities, games, and other educational materials, along with grant and career information. 
http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/index.htm 

 False Assumptions
This false assumption activity from the Evolution & the Nature of Science Institutes at Indiana University teaches high school students about the nature of science, its uncertainty, and the need to consider multiple perspectives and ask different questions.  Students solve short problem scenarios by only asking yes/no questions.  Recognizing the false assumption makes the solutions tricky. 
http://www.indiana.edu/~ensiweb/lessons/falsasu.html 

 
  
FedFlix
As part of a joint venture between the National Technical Information Service and Public.Resource.Org, the Internet Archive has created this archive of government training films from the past six decades.  Users can browse the collection by title or subject, or by word search.  The films come from a wide variety of government agencies, including the U.S. Army, NASA, and more.  (A simple search on "ocean," and "moving images" produced an interesting array of items).
http://www.archive.org/details/FedFlix 
 
Sea Turtle Resources
SEE Turtles is a non-profit ecotourism project.  In addition to study trips, they offer lesson plans, in-class presentations, and other education resources.  The curriculum was teacher-developed to engage students from grades 6-12 on various subjects related to sea turtles.
http://www.seeturles.org/1352/classroom-resources.html
Water Sourcebooks
The EPA offers the downloadable Water Sourcebooks, with activities for grades K-12 divided into four sections: K-2, 3-5, 5-8, and 9-12.  Each section is divided into five chapters: Introduction to Water, Drinking Water and Wastewater Treatment, Surface Water Resources, Ground Water Resources, and Wetlands and Coastal Waters.  This environmental education program explains the water management cycle using a balanced approach showing, how it affects all aspects of the environment.  All activities contain hands-on investigations, fact sheets, reference materials, and a glossary of terms.  http://www.epa.gov/safewater/kids/wsb/ 

Windows to the Universe Website Update
Windows to the Universe has moved to a new home with the National Earth Science Teachers Association, offering new capabilities and opportunities for partnership.  The shift is designed to help make the site an open educational resource and to allow scientists, university faculty, K-12 educators, and others to contribute content more readily in support of the geoscience education community.  The website offers Earth and space science content, professional development, and much more.  Each page is geared to three different reading levels, from beginner (upper elementary) to advanced (high school).  http://windows2universe.org 
Fish2Fork
This website rates restaurants that serve fish, not only for the quality of their food but also for the effect they are having on the seas and on marine life. http://fish2fork.com/apps/welcome 
 
Ocean Voices
A sound artist and a marine biologist have joined forces to collect the voices of people around the world recounting their personal experiences with the ocean.  When combined with music, these voices become an integral part of audio collages which listeners can create to suit their own preferences.  Help by sharing your voice and spreading the words of all participants around the globe.  An iPhone application and an Internet website allow anyone to participate. www.oceanvoice.org/
Earth Science Week 2010
October 10-16, 2010
Each year, community groups, educators, and interested citizens organize events for Earth Science Week. This year, to engage young people and the public in learning about Earth's energy resources, the theme of Earth Science Week 2010 is "Exploring Energy." The American Geological Institute (AGI) leads Earth Science Week annually in cooperation with its sponsors and the geosciences community as a service to the public.  http://www.earthsciweek.org 


Tools with a Cost:

Summer Institute for Climate Change Education - Minnesota and Online
The Will Steger Foundation's Summer Institute for Climate Change Education, August 12, 2010 in St. Paul, Minnesota, will look back on their last five years of climate change education outreach and curriculum development and take time to Go Back to the Basics.  Registration is open for 100 on-site participants and an unlimited number of participants for the online webinar.
http://www.willstegerfoundation.org/index.php/climate-lessons-blog/item/912-save-the-date-summer-institute-2010 
  
Teaching About the Marine Environment - Online
The Department of Environmental Studies at the University of North Carolina, Wilmington offers an online course this fall, EVS 592: Teaching about the Marine Environment, classroom-based methods for ocean education.  Participants will explore on-line sources and print materials for grades 5-12, many adaptable for informal learning. The course is online and asynchronous.  Contact the instructor for details.  http://www.uncw.edu/evs/index_000.html  
 
Grants, Volunteers, and Funding:
Help with Grant Writing
Writing a Powerful Grant Proposal
This 13-part series will provide a step-by-step guide for developing a successful grant proposal. The series will introduce the novice grant writer to the necessary components involved in crafting a winning proposal, and will also offer the experienced grant writer some new ideas for approaching this task. The first article will include three sample grant proposals provided by IdeaEncore. Written by GrantStation's CEO, Cynthia M. Adams, these articles will take you from A to Z in the grant writing process. Click on the link provided above to read Part One: "Preparing to Write."

Subsidies for Professional Development Workshops for Artists
Creative Capital: Workshop Subsidy Grants
The purpose of Creative Capital is to support artists pursuing adventurous and imaginative ideas, drawing on venture capital concepts to provide funding, counsel, and career development services. Creative Capital is currently offering Workshop Subsidy Grants through its Professional Development Program (PDP), which helps artists to manage the business side of their art with greater efficiency and results. Organizations can apply for grants to partner with Creative Capital to offer these PDP workshops to artists for a significantly reduced fee, thereby increasing the diversity of participating artists. Subsidies ranging from $3,000 to $10,000 are available for workshops in planning, Internet, and verbal communications to be held in 2011 and 2012. The application deadline for 2011 workshops is June 30, 2010. Visit the Creative Capital website to learn more about the application process.

Climbing Enhancement Projects Funded 
Access Fund Climbing Preservation Grant Program 
The Access Fund Climbing Preservation Grant Program supports projects that preserve or enhance climbing opportunities and conserve the climbing environment throughout the United States. The Fund is most interested in making grants to organizations and individuals that identify and work on the root causes of local climbing access and conservation issues and that approach issues with a commitment to long-term change. Requests are accepted from local climbing groups, governmental agencies that wish to sponsor or organize a local project, grassroots groups, individuals, and conservation organizations and land trusts. Most grants are in the range of $1,000 to $4,000. The upcoming application deadline is July 1, 2010. Visit the Fund’s website to review the grant guidelines and download the application form.
Teacher Travel Discounts
Edutopia offers a list of different grant funds available for teachers, along with several additional teacher travel discounts that can save you money in your travels. 
http://ww.edutopia.org/travel-grants 


Got news, job postings, events, or other information to share?  Want to brag about awards?  Hear about something that would be of interest to members? Send them to charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 

Please forward this to anyone that might be interested.  Want to be included on the TREE mailings?  Contact faye.andrashko@va.nacdnet.net [image: image1.jpg]D
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