· Branching Out

May 6, 2011
The mission of Three Rivers Environmental Educators is to promote collaboration of resources and provide networking opportunities for environmental educators in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula areas of Virginia.  www.vanaturally.com/tree 
TREE meetings:
Tues., July 12    Gwynn’s Island Museum and kayaking trip.


Mathews member Bev Holmberg has put together a great 
program for our summer meeting. On Tuesday, July 12, we’ll go to Gwynn’s Island Museum and have a look at the boat building program, and use the community building for lunch and our meeting. Also, Bev will guide us a a kayak trip in the area. She needs a preliminary count of the number of people interested in kayaking. This promises to be a most interesting and beautiful meeting for us, well worth the trip. Mathews features more than 200 miles of shoreline and is bordered by the Chesapeake Bay, Mobjack Bay, and the Piankatank River.

Tues., Sept. 27  Teta Kain will enlighten us on the beautiful and pristine Dragon Run area that she knows so well, wowing us with her expansive knowledge and gorgeous photographs. Location TBD, possibly in Gloucester County.

It’s time to elect new officers!  Please send your nominations to faye.andrashko@nnswcd.org 

Local Events:
Belle Isle State Park events
Sunday, May 8 

Mother’s Day Canoe Trip 2-4 pm

Hear about great animal mothers that live in the park while on this enjoyable paddle.  Mothers are free when accompanied by one paying attendee.  Due to space limitations, reservations are recommended.  $5 per person.  Meet at the Camp Store for equipment.

Friday, May 13

Full Moon Canoe 8-10 pm

Paddle under a full moon as it reflects on the water.  Learn about how the moon affects our tides, folklore and moods with an experienced guide.  Canoe, life jacket, paddle, and instruction included.  No experience necessary.  Due to space restrictions, reservations are recommended.  $6 per person.  Meet at the Camp Store for equipment.

Saturday, May14

Full Moon Canoe 8-10 pm

Paddle under a full moon as it reflects on the water.  Learn about how the moon affects our tides, folklore and moods with an experienced guide.  Canoe, life jacket, paddle, and instruction included.  No experience necessary.  Due to space restrictions, reservations are recommended.  $6 per person.  Meet at the Camp Store for equipment.
Tuesday, May 17

Full Moon Kayak 8-10 pm

Paddle under a full moon as it reflects on the water.  Learn about how the moon affects our tides, folklore and moods with an experienced guide.  Kayak, life jacket, paddle, and instruction included.  No experience necessary.  Due to space restrictions, reservations are recommended.  $8 per single kayak, $12 for double kayak.  Meet at the Camp Store for equipment.

Saturday, May 21

Music by the River with the Gurleys and Gray Grainger

Bill and Macon Gurley are a father and daughter duo from the Tidewater and Northern Neck areas of Virginia.  They bring their special family harmonies to a mix of blues, bluegrass, folk, and old-time music that has won them many friends at festivals and concerts around The Old Dominion.  They are a perennial favorite at Music by the River.  They will be joined by bassist Gray Grainger, who has played with Bill since their school days.   Picnic area.
Other Events:
Quick Guide to Virginia Water-related Conferences, Workshops, and Similar Events -- http://www.vwrrc.vt.edu/VAConfQuickGuide.html -- Includes conferences, meetings, seminars, trainings, environmental education events, and volunteer opportunities in Virginia.  For more information or to submit an event, contact Alan Raflo at araflo@vt.edu.  Provided by the Virginia Water Resources Research Center.  
-- May 12-14 -- Great Dismal Swamp National Wildlife Refuge Birding Festival 
-- May 18 -- Ultra-urban Stormwater Design and Retrofitting 
-- May 20-22 -- Virginia Herpetological Society annual survey and meeting 

Benthic Macro-Invertebrate Workshop -- May 13, 2011 (9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.) -- Inger and Walter Rice Center, Charles City, VA -- This workshop will provide an introduction to the use of benthic macro-invertebrates in the assessment of stream health and conditions, including hands-on field and lab exercises.  Only 25 seats are available.  Register online and find out more information at http://www.vawp.org/event_cal10_5.13.2011.html. Co-sponsored by VAWP and the VCU Rice Center. 
Free Tools and other Cool Stuff
NTEN: Change: A Free Quarterly Online Journal for Nonprofit Leaders
Technology can help your organization create the change you want to see in the world. But even with daily evidence of world-changing innovations and applications of technology, it's difficult for nonprofit leaders to know how to apply it to their missions. NTEN:Change, a free online journal from the Nonprofit Technology Network, provides the guidance and practical considerations you need to make the sound investments and decisions that will help your organization meet its mission. Thanks to the support of Google, NTEN is proud to offer NTEN:Change for free. Click here to Subscribe today!

Thousands of Brand New Product Donations Available to Qualified Nonprofits 
It’s true. Good360’s stream of product donations is currently flowing at full force and we currently have nearly 2,000 different donations available.  Good360 is a 501(c)(3) organization dedicated to partnering with retailers, manufacturers, and wholesalers to acquire product donations to distribute to our network of charities.  We are proud partners with Mattel, Bed, Bath & Beyond, Tempur-Pedic, and The Home Depot among hundreds of others. There is no cost to join. View what’s available right now at Good360.org.

EPA’s Final Clean Water Strategy -- The strategy entitled, Coming Together for Clean Water, EPA’s Strategy to Protect America’s Waters, charts a path for meeting the nation's clean water strategic plan goals over the next several years.  Presents a framework for how EPA's national water program will address the challenges and highlights EPA's priorities for achieving clean water goals. This strategy focuses on the following key areas: ensuring transparency and effectively reporting on the status of the health of all waters; increasing protection of source waters and healthy watersheds; restoring degraded waters and ecosystems; reducing the amount of pollution entering our waters that impact our health and our economy; and tackling new and emerging threats to our waters in a way that will ensure healthier, more livable communities. More information is available at: http://blog.epa.gov/waterforum/.
Rain Garden and Rain Barrel Installation Videos Available – “Installing Rain Gardens to Reduce Runoff” — In this 6-minute video, produced by the RainScaping Campaign, volunteers install a simple home rain garden to capture roof runoff.  "Rain Barrel Installation" and "Stormwater Restoration Project" videos are also featured on the Video Gallery page. If you would like to receive a video file for your use, contact info@rainscaping.org. To view the videos, visit the Video Gallery page at www.RainScaping.org.
Jobs
Education Specialist
Smithsonian Institution
Washington, DC

Assistant Director Children's Museum
Living Classrooms Foundation
Washington, DC
(Click on the underlined green words to find out more information)
Got news, job postings, events, or other information to share?  Want to brag about awards?  Hear about something that would be of interest to members? Send them to charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 

Please forward this to anyone that might be interested.  Want to be included on the TREE mailings?  Contact charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 
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