· Branching Out

May 20, 2011
The mission of Three Rivers Environmental Educators is to promote collaboration of resources and provide networking opportunities for environmental educators in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula areas of Virginia.  www.vanaturally.com/tree 
TREE meetings:
Tues., July 12    Gwynn’s Island Museum and kayaking trip.


Mathews member Bev Holmberg has put together a great 
program for our summer meeting. On Tuesday, July 12, we’ll go to Gwynn’s Island Museum and have a look at the boat building program, and use the community building for lunch and our meeting. Also, Bev will guide us a a kayak trip in the area. She needs a preliminary count of the number of people interested in kayaking. This promises to be a most interesting and beautiful meeting for us, well worth the trip. Mathews features more than 200 miles of shoreline and is bordered by the Chesapeake Bay, Mobjack Bay, and the Piankatank River.

Tues., Sept. 27  Teta Kain will enlighten us on the beautiful and pristine Dragon Run area that she knows so well, wowing us with her expansive knowledge and gorgeous photographs. Location TBD, possibly in Gloucester County.

It’s time to elect new officers!  Please send your nominations to faye.andrashko@nnswcd.org 

Local Events:
Belle Isle State Park
Saturday, May 21

Music by the River with the Gurleys and Gray Grainger

Free at the Picnic Area.
Saturday, May 28

You Too Can Canoe  10 am to noon

Learn how to paddle safely.  $5 per person. 
Saturday, May 28

Triple Treat 7-9 pm

Paddle to Brewer’s Point where a hay ride awaits us, and enjoy S’mores around the campfire. $10/person. Equipment and experienced guide provided. Reservations required. 

Sunday, May 29

Grand Ole Osprey Canoe 9-11 am

$5/person 
Sunday, May 29

Geocaching  1-3 pm

$8 per unit.  Rental of the unit for two hours after the program is included in the cost.   Children must be accompanied by adults.  Limit number of GPS units--reservations suggested

Monday, May 30

Make a Hiking Stick 9-11 am
We supply the stick and decorations, you supply the imagination.  Test it out on a hike after the program. $2 person.  Picnic area
Monday, May 30

Shake and Make Ice Cream  1-3 pm

Help make some ice cream with the “shake and make” method.  The best part is that you can eat the results!   $2 per person. Picnic area.
SOLstice: Summer of Learning – Science Teachers Investigating the Chesapeake Environment -- July 11 – August 5, 2011 -- This Chesapeake Bay Academy will bring together university faculty, practicing middle-school teachers, and pre-service middle-school science teachers to work collaboratively as “teacher-researchers.”   Goals of the Course: Engage actively in scientific investigations and inquiry learning; Increase content knowledge of Chesapeake Bay issues; Practice with tools, techniques, and technology used in field data collection; Engage in discussions with practicing scientists and natural resource professionals; Practice with valuable resources that enrich middle-school students’ classroom and field experiences; Focus on issues and environmental subjects included in the Virginia Science Standards of Learning.  Course is for middle-school science teachers (grades 6-8) and includes four graduate credit hours, two weeks of housing and meals, and extensive materials for $500 (thanks to sponsor support). Call Dr. Pat Lust at Longwood University (434-395-2049) for details.  
Flyer (PDF): http://www.longwood.edu/hullspringsfarm/images/solstice_course_flyer2011.pdf
Agenda, Personnel, Sponsors and more information: http://www.longwood.edu/liberalstudies/33955.htm
To apply: http://www.vanaturally.com/vanaturally/bayacademy.html
Other Events:
Virginia Science Institutes for STEM Education (VSISE) – Institutes held in July and August, 2011; Application deadline: May 19, 2011 [If space is available some registrations may be taken after this date] -- These six-day summer learning experiences for fourth- and fifth-grade teachers are designed to support the implementation of the Science Standards of Learning and STEM (science, technology, engineering, and mathematics) education. Two of the VSISE will provide a STEM focus through Life/Environmental science and two through Earth/Space science.
-- VSISE #1 -- July 10-15, 2011 -- Hungry Mother State Park (Life/Environmental science)
-- VSISE #2 -- July 17-22, 2011 -- Westmoreland State Park (Life/Environmental science)
-- VSISE #3 -- July 24-29, 2011 -- Bear Creek Lake State Park (Earth/Space science)
-- VSISE #4 -- July 31-August 5, 2011 -- Bear Creek Lake State Park (Earth/Space science)
Teacher/teacher team applications must be received at the Department of Education by 5 p.m. on May 19, 2011. E-mail, mail, or fax completed applications to: Barbara Young, Science Specialist, Virginia Department of Education, James Monroe Building, Floor 24, P.O. Box 2120, Richmond, VA 23218-2120; Fax: (804) 786-1703; Barbara.Young@doe.virginia.gov. For more information, see http://www.vast.org/index.cfm/go/calendar.eventdisplay/ID/398 or contact Barbara Young at Barbara.Young@doe.virginia.gov or (804) 225-2676. Sponsored by the Virginia Department of Education in collaboration with the Virginia Museum of Natural History and several other state agencies.
Call for Presenters -- Mid-Atlantic Marine Education Association (MAMEA)/VA Environmental Education 2011 Professional Development Institute -- October 7-9, 2011; Deadline For Submission: May 27, 2011 -- Williamsburg, Virginia -- Conference focuses on marine & environmental science content, classroom resources, field experiences and networking with colleagues. ALL proposals must be RECEIVED no later than 5 p.m. May 27, 2011. All submitters will be notified by June 4 as to whether their presentation was selected. Presenters are expected to register for the conference. Questions about concurrent sessions? Contact Sarah McGuire at mcguire@vims.edu. For more information, see http://www.mamea.org/conf.html
World Oceans Day 2011: Youth: the Next Wave for Change - June 8
June 8th of every year marks the official, United Nations-recognized celebration of World Oceans Day, and hundreds of aquariums, zoos, museums, conservation organizations and thousands of individuals around the world will participate in educational events. This year, celebrations will draw attention to the importance of getting young people inspired to protect the ocean as part of the 2011 theme: Youth: the Next Wave for Change. Learn more 

 

Geospatial Application for Educators
June 10th, 8:30am-3:30pm, WHRO in Norfolk
The workshop will be held from 8:30 am to 3:30 pm. Lunch is provided. Please share this opportunity with any educator who may have an interest in geospatial technology. 

 

No prior knowledge of geospatial technology is required.  

 Application Link:  http://overspace.wufoo.com/forms/overspace-workshop-registration/   
 

Contact Wendy Stout, OVERspace Coordinator, at wstout@odu.edu 

 

Rural Recycling: Addressing Concerns Specific to Rural Communities
June 28th, 2-3:30pm, Webinar
Join the Southeast Recycling Development Council as we present recycling information important to rural cities and counties in the Southeast. 
  
Speakers will address:
-Technology updates.
-Accepting non-traditional materials.
-Education and outreach on a dime.
-Using "milk runs" to pool material.
 
Reserve your Webinar seat now at:  https://www3.gotomeeting.com/register/655202678 
Free Tools and other Cool Stuff

Digital Coast Webinar Series - Online

Developed and delivered by the NOAA Coastal Services Center, this free series of online webinars offered on the last Thursday of each month focuses on geospatial products and services.  It introduces Digital Coast tools and data through demonstrations, case studies, and opportunities to engage with field experts and colleagues.  http://www.csc.noaa.gov/digitalcoast/webinar/

Free Green Teacher Webinars in 2011
Join Green Teacher for one or more of these upcoming one-hour, free webinars for youth educators: 

· May 25: Green Craft-Making, with Zabe MacEachren

All start at 7:30 p.m. EST. Advance registration is required. By the time you receive this, more sessions will be added. For more details or to register, visit the Web site. All past webinars have been archived and can be freely viewed at your convenience. http://greenteacher.com/webinars
Publication: Virginia Rainwater Harvesting and Use Guidelines – Developed by the Virginia Department of Health and published March 31, 2011.  Download for free at http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/EnvironmentalHealth/ONSITE/technicalresources/documents/2011/pdfs/VDH%20Rainwater%20Use%20Guidelines%20V2011_03.pdf or go to VDH's Office of Environmental Health Services (Division of Onsite Sewage, Water Services, Environmental Engineering, and Marina Programs) Onsite Sewage and Water webpage: http://www.vdh.state.va.us/environmentalhealth/Onsite/index.htm (Look under their Technical Resources -- VDH Rainwater Use Guidelines).  
****************

2011 TREC Salary & Benefits Survey Reports

The 2011 TREC (Training Resources for the Environmental Community) Salary & Benefits Survey Reports and tools will be available online. Survey participants will receive a free copy. The reports include information on environmental employees and nongovernmental organizations throughout North America. 
http://www.trec.org/cart 

Global Water Experiment
Dow Chemical Company is supporting the Global Water Experiment, encouraging teachers and students to participate in a global experiment with students testing the water where they live and interacting with other students around the globe to share results.  The results will be available on an interactive global data map throughout the experiment, which runs throughout 2011. http://water.chemistry2011.org/web/iyc
 

Go Green Commemorative Stamps
In celebration of Earth Day 2011, the United States Postal Service, in partnership with the United States Environmental Protection Agency, issued Go Green Forever stamps.  The Go Green stamps show 16 simple actions we can take to conserve natural resources and promote the health of our environment. 

http://www.usps.com/green/gogreenstamps.htm
 

Google Map Maker
Google Map Maker allows users to add names and descriptions of areas in their community, map various features such as pedestrian trails, parks, and more.

http://www.google.com/mapmaker

The Green Interview

The Green Interview is a subscription site of extended interviews with major environmental figures from around the world such as Vandana Shiva, William Rees, and James Lovelock. Each video is accompanied by a biography, bibliography, and other information. Registrants at the site receive a blog/newsletter once a week. All that is free, as is one sample interview. To see more than one interview, people have to take out a monthly subscription. The current interviews focus on education. Just posted: Bunker Roy. Coming soon: Gregory Cajete. Visit: http://www.TheGreenInterview.com
LETSNet Science Lesson Units

LETSNet - the Learning Exchange for Teachers and Students through the Internet - from Michigan State University College of Education and Ameritech offers curriculum units in a variety of subjects, including science.  Science Units include Climate and Weather, Severe Weather, Global Warming, Investigating Environmental Legislation, and more.  While on the website, check out other offerings by selecting the Choose Your View icon.  http://commtechlab.msu.edu/sites/letsnet/noframes/Subjects/science/index.html
Tools with a Cost:

Travel and Summer Opportunities for Educators

A diverse selection of travel and learning opportunities for educators is available for educators.  EEinGeorgia offers a short list of travel opportunities on this webpage, while the Bridge hosts multiple pages filled with summer opportunities.

http://eeingeorgia.org/core/item/page.aspx?s=93272.0.0.4863
http://www2.vims.edu/bridge/search/bridge1output_menu.cfm?q=teacher%20summer 

 

Turtles & Traditions of Mexico - Mexico

Michoacán, Mexico is a nesting site for three species of sea turtles. Participants in this trip, October 29-November 6, 2011, will have the opportunity to learn more about the ecology of sea turtles and local conservation efforts; search for egg-laying females on the beach; and assist in recording data, relocating eggs, and/or releasing newborn turtles into the ocean.  In addition, participants will visit a local school to see presentations by students explaining the traditions of a Mexican celebration taking place this time of year.  The trip is limited to sixteen participants. http://www.monarchsandmore.com 

Grants, Volunteers, and Funding:
Funds for Environmental Programs in Virginia
Virginia Environmental Endowment 
The mission of the Virginia Environmental Endowment is to improve the quality of the environment by encouraging all sectors to work together to prevent pollution, conserve natural resources, and promote environmental literacy. The Endowment provides grants to nonprofit organizations for programs conducted in the state of Virginia and in the Kanawha and Ohio River Valleys of Kentucky and West Virginia. Specific grant programs include the Virginia Program, the Virginia Mini-Grant Program, and the Kanawha and Ohio River Valleys Program. The upcoming application deadline for all three of these programs is June 15, 2011. Visit the Endowment’s website to review the funding guidelines for each program.

Connect Grants for Culturally Diverse Communities    

The Leave No Trace Center for Outdoor Ethics is an educational, non-profit organization dedicated to the responsible enjoyment and active stewardship of the outdoors.  Connect Grants provide direct support and training grants for organizations and people that serve culturally diverse communities.  The deadline for application is August 1, 2011. http://lnt.org/programs/grants.php
Sol Hirsch Education Fund Grants

The National Weather Association awards grants to K-12 teachers to improve the study of meteorology.  Selected teachers can use the funds to take accredited courses, attend workshops and conferences, or purchase materials for the classroom.  The deadline for application is June 1, 2010. http://www.nwas.org/grants/solhirsch.php
Tread Lightly! Stewardship Grant Program

Tread Lightly! offers members the Stewardship Grant Program to support volunteer clean-ups, trail maintenance work days, and other events that encourage volunteers to get involved in the stewardship of their favorite recreation areas.  The deadline for application is May 18, 2011.
http://www.treadlightly.org/page.php/stewardshipgrants/stewardship%20grants.html
	NEA Foundation-Nickelodean Big Help Grants - Application deadline June 1 

The NEA Foundation-Nickelodean Big Help Grants provide $5,000 Student Achievement grants to K-8 public school educators. The grants aim to help develop a sense of global awareness in 21st century students that will encourage and enable them to make a difference in their world. The grants target the areas of environmentalism, health, wellness, students' right to quality education and community involvement. Learn more    

 
Green Thumb Challenge - Application deadline September 30  

The Green Thumb Challenge from the Green Education Foundation (GEF) aims to connect children with nature and the healthy benefits of gardening. GEF provides schools and youth groups with beginner-friendly resources to plant gardens of any size, in addition to fun activities and standards-based lessons linking the classroom to the garden. All participants have the opportunity to be awarded a $5,000 grant in recognition of their garden project. Learn more  

	


Jobs
-- Wetland Restoration Specialist, The Nature Conservancy -- JOB NUMBER: 450004; SALARY GRADE: 5; LOCATION: Richmond or Charlottesville, VA -- Directs and coordinates wetland mitigation projects and assists in stream mitigation projects of the Virginia Aquatic Resources Trust Fund (Trust Fund). This position is funded through May 2012.  An additional 3-year budget for this position is expected to be approved prior to that time. Posting end date:  May 27, 2011. Applications should be submitted online. Go to www.nature.org/careers, click View Positions and search by the position title and/or location, then click Apply Now to submit an online application.  It is necessary to complete the application in its entirety.  In addition, please attach as one document your resume and a letter of interest that includes salary requirements.  For assistance with the online process, go to: http://www.nature.org/aboutus/careers/how-to-apply.xml .  The Nature Conservancy is an Equal Opportunity Employer

 

· Outreach-Education Coordinator, Thomas Jefferson Soil & Water Conservation District -- Part-time, 24 hours per week; hours may increase temporarily or permanently based on successful grant applications and program needs.  The full position announcement can be accessed from the TJSWCD website homepage (tjswcd.org) or directly at http://www.tjswcd.org/TJSWCD_Position_Announcement,Outreach-Education_Coordinator.pdf .  To Apply: Send cover letter, resume and three references (in a single PDF document) via email to alyson.sappington@tjswcd.org. Position is open until filled.
Assistant Director of Environmental Children's Museum
Living Classrooms Foundation, Washington, DC
Our Mission: Living Classrooms Foundation strengthens communities and inspires young people to achieve their potential through hands-on education and job training, using urban, natural, and maritime resources as "living classrooms."
Visit our website: www.livingclassroomsdc.org 
Join the team of our Children's Museum and our Discovery Creek Summer Camps for a challenging yet rewarding position!  The Assistant Director will come away from the experience with a well-rounded knowledge of administrative functions and public relations as well as a strong foundation in various data reporting platforms.  Ideal candidates will be available as soon as possible and must be able to commit to the position for a minimum of one year.  A background check and a pre-employment drug test are required. 
 
To apply: 

Please send a letter of motivation and a resume to Anne Zuk, no phone calls please e-mail: azuk@livingclassroomsdc.org, fax: (202) 488-1307

Education Specialist 
Assateague Island National Seashore
Job Title: Training Specialist (Education Specialist) 
Department: Department Of The Interior
Agency: National Park Service 

Job Announcement Number: GETT-11-75DEU 

Salary range: $57,408 - $74,628/year

Series/Grade: GS-1712-11
Location: Berlin, MD

As an Education Specialist, you will be responsible for developing, implementing, and evaluating a curriculum based natural history education program; developing and nurturing relationships with schools and other educational institutions; recruiting and training seasonal education staff; and developing and working with youth groups.  
Assateague Island National Seashore
 
Volunteer Opportunities
Pilot Teachers Needed

Curriculum developers at the University of California, Berkeley's Lawrence Hall of Science and partners seek grades 6-8 teachers for field trials for the GEMS/MARE Ocean Sciences Sequence.  Please complete the survey if interested. https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/OSS6-8
 

Pilot Teachers Needed

The Green Education Foundation is accepting applications for schools and classes interested in piloting its Green Building Program curriculum.  The School as a Teaching Tool curriculum is available for K-8 classrooms in grade-level sets, and the Green Building Course Elective will be available for high school classrooms.

http://www.greeneducationfoundation.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=889&Itemid=532
NASA Seeks Education Partners

NASA seeks partners to help achieve its strategic goals for education, including informal education done at museums, science centers, and planetariums.  NASA seeks unfunded partnerships with organizations to engage new or broader audiences on a national scale. The agency will work collaboratively to leverage partners' unique resources.  The deadline for submission is December 31, 2011.
http://www.nasa.gov/offices/education/about/NASA_Seeks_Collaborators.html
Wild Gift Wilderness Experience

The Wild Gift is open to all students and young professionals, ages 21-30.  It provides an experience in deep wilderness and encourages a commitment to a self-designed leadership project that will advance wildlands stewardship and the development of sustainable human community and lifestyle.  The most important requirement is a record of accomplishment that reflects leadership talent. The deadline for application is June 1, 2011. http://www.wildgift.org/apply.php
 

Got news, job postings, events, or other information to share?  Want to brag about awards?  Hear about something that would be of interest to members? Send them to charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 

Please forward this to anyone that might be interested.  Want to be included on the TREE mailings?  Contact charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 
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