· Branching Out

April 8, 2011
The mission of Three Rivers Environmental Educators is to promote collaboration of resources and provide networking opportunities for environmental educators in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula areas of Virginia.  www.vanaturally.com/tree 
TREE meetings:
Tues., July 12    Gwynn’s Island Museum and kayaking trip.


Mathews member Bev Holmberg has put together a great 
program for our summer meeting. On Tuesday, July 12, we’ll go to Gwynn’s Island Museum and have a look at the boat building program, and use the community building for lunch and our meeting. Also, Bev will guide us a a kayak trip in the area. She needs a preliminary count of the number of people interested in kayaking. This promises to be a most interesting and beautiful meeting for us, well worth the trip. Mathews features more than 200 miles of shoreline and is bordered by the Chesapeake Bay, Mobjack Bay, and the Piankatank River.
Tues., Sept. 27  Teta Kain will enlighten us on the beautiful and pristine Dragon Run area that she knows so well, wowing us with her expansive knowledge and gorgeous photographs. Location TBD, possibly in Gloucester County.
It’s time to elect new officers!  Please send your nominations to faye.andrashko@nnswcd.org 
Local Events:
Events at Menokin
Wednesday, April 13, @ 1:00 

Habitat at Home: Butterfly Gardening

Northern Neck Master Naturalists

 

Saturday, April 16, 10-12  

Assembling Your Own Rain Barrel (FEE and preregistration required)

Northern Neck Master Gardeners

 

Wednesday, April 20 @ 1:00 Beekeeping for Homeowners

Dr. John Gregory, Northern Neck Beekeepers 
Events at Belle Isle State Park

We have lots of free and low-cost events from April 16 through 30, including canoe trips, games, froggy night hike, fish printing, Geocaching and more!  Visit www.virginiastateparks.gov, click “Park Events” on the top menu bar, and then choose Belle Isle from the drop-down menu.
Other Events:
Earth: The Operators' Manual
This PBS Special premieres nationwide at 10pm EST on April 10, 2011.  EARTH: The Operators' Manual is a three-part series, targeted for PBS TV, a website, and on-site events at science centers across America.  Its mission is to use Earth science to explain our planet's climate history and to describe sustainable energy options.  Check back for the updated project website, or follow along on facebook. http://cleanet.org/cln/ccep/earththe_operat.html
http://www.facebook.com/pages/EARTH-The-Operators-Manual/118133928201961
Electronic Field Trip for PollinatorLIVE: A Distance Learning Adventure
Wednesday, April 13, 2011, from 11:00 a.m.- 12:00 Noon ET English and 1:00 - 2:00 p.m. ET Spanish
Students in grades 4-8 can join this electronic field trip to the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center in Texas to learn about “Nature’s Partners: Pollinators, Plants and People.” This free, interactive program will be broadcast and webcast live. An all-star cast of scientists and educators will be explaining pollination, plant-insect interactions, how to study pollinators, their importance to the food supply, and what people can do to help.  http://PollinatorLIVE.pwnet.org 

2011 is International Year of Forests!

The United Nations designated 2011 as International Year of Forests to raise awareness of the importance of forests, and to promote forest conservation. Educators and students around the country can take advantage of this opportunity to use a Project Learning Tree activity, available online, to learn about, and celebrate, forests. 
http://www.plt.org/cms/pages/36_124_270.html
World Ocean Day - June 8

World Ocean Day is June 8, 2011, when organizations and individuals from around the world come together to celebrate our world ocean; reflect on the ocean's importance in our lives; and take time to do something good for our blue planet.  The theme for 2011 is Youth: the Next Wave for Change.  The Ocean Project sponsors this website to coordinate World Ocean Day events with resources, tools, and activities.   http://worldoceansday.org/wod_theme.php
Free Tools and other Cool Stuff

Free Green Teacher Webinars in 2011

Join Green Teacher for one or more of these upcoming one-hour, free webinars for youth educators: 

· April 12: Innovative Curriculum Design for Sustainability, with Jaimie Cloud
· May 2: Using the Environment as a Context for Learning, with Gerald Lieberman
· May 10: Using Poetry to Learn Science, with Brian Fox Ellis
· May 25: Green Craft-Making, with Zabe MacEachren

All start at 7:30 p.m. EST. Advance registration is required. By the time you receive this, more sessions will be added. For more details or to register, visit the Web site. All past webinars have been archived and can be freely viewed at your convenience. http://greenteacher.com/webinars 

Nature Center Directory

Koddler.com is an online resource for parents to find local kids activities, and anyone can submit kids destinations or events to the calendar. Nature centers are encouraged to add their programs and events. Summer camp listings are a one-time fee of $40, however with the promotion code 'natureCenterCamp' the fee is waived. 
http://bit.ly/eFZ6E1 

Lesson Plan Database

The Science and Health Education Partnership (SEP) lesson plan database provides K-12 teachers reviewed, quality hands-on lessons created by SEP classroom partnership teams and staff. http://seplessons.ucsf.edu/search/node/ 

BirdSleuth

Bring science to life through inquiry with BirdSleuth's resources.  Through citizen science, students observe the world, ask questions about the environment, and investigate natural relationships.  The website offers kits, downloads, and more. http://www.birds.cornell.edu/birdsleuth/
 
Chesapeake Bay - Views of the National Parks

The National Park Service features the Chesapeake Bay for its latest edition of Views of the National Parks, an online educational resource.  This edition of Views provides readers with a background in the natural world of the Chesapeake, its geologic formation as an estuary, and its diverse ecosystems and species, as well as an understanding of the human history and cultural environment of the Bay watershed.  Photographs, pop-up sidebar text, maps, a glossary, and links to additional resources are among the variety of teaching tools offered.  
http://www.nature.nps.gov/views/layouts/Main.html#/CBPO/
Climate Wizard

The Nature Conservancy's ClimateWizard lets technical and non-technical audiences access leading climate change information and visualize its impacts anywhere on Earth.  Users can choose a state or country and assess how the climate there has changed over time and project what changes are predicted to occur in the future.
http://www.climatewizard.org/
 
Deep Time

Teachers' Domain hosts these resources on geological time for grades 6-12 from WGBH Educational Foundation.  In order to understand how such slow processes like geologic change and evolution could produce massive physical and biological changes on Earth, one must try to grasp "deep time."  The website offers a timeline, background essay, links to additional resources, and more. http://www.teachersdomain.org/resource/tdc02.sci.life.evo.deeptime/
 
Earth Day

Earth Day, April 22, inspires and mobilizes individuals and organizations worldwide to demonstrate their commitment to environmental protection and sustainability.  Check out the education resources, including the Green Your School Guide, Student Activist Toolkit, and more.
http://www.earthday.org/education
Groundwater Animations

Carleton College offers this website with computer animations related to groundwater. They contrast the permeability of gravel, sand, silt, and clay, as well as the speed of groundwater movement in rivers, lakes, and aquifers.  Animations also outline the hydrologic cycle, exhibit groundwater overdraft, and show how groundwater can erupt as a geyser.  While on the website, check out the rest of the visualizations collection.
http://serc.carleton.edu/NAGTWorkshops/visualization/collections/groundwater.html
MathScience Innovation Center Resources

The MathScience Innovation Center's mission is to be the innovator, incubator and advocate of 21st Century math and science programs for the Capital region's K-12 educators and students.  The website offers a searchable database of resources, including lesson plans, activities, tutorials, and more.  Resources can be searched by subject, core area, resource type, grade level, and more. http://www.mathinscience.info/
Recent Earthquake Teachable Moments

Incorporated Research Institutions for Seismology (IRIS) is a consortium of U.S. universities dedicated to the operation of science facilities for the acquisition, management, and distribution of seismological data.  The website hosts links to earthquake resources, animations and visualizations, and more. http://www.iris.edu/hq/retm
Top Ten Tips for Assessing Project-Based Learning

Project-based learning helps students build skills such as collaboration, critical thinking, and global awareness.  Educators need to assess the learning that occurs.  Edutopia offers the downloadable classroom guide, Top Ten Tips for Assessing Project-Based Learning.  Tips include Keep It Real with Authentic Products, Gather Feedback - Fast, and more.
http://www.edutopia.org/10-tips-assessment-project-based-learning-resource-guide
 
Tsunami Resources from NOAA

The NOAA Office of Education has put together a resource list of existing NOAA and NOAA Partner materials on tsunamis and tsunami safety.  Resources include background information, multimedia, lessons and activities, data, and more.
http://www.education.noaa.gov/Ocean_and_Coasts/Tsunami.html
YouthGo

The Youth Portal at YouthGo.gov is the Department of Interior's primary source for youth-related online content.  The Department of the Interior oversee one-fifth of the nation's land mass, including National Parks, National Monuments, and National Wildlife Refuges that stretch across every state.  As custodians of our nation's recreational, natural, cultural, and historic resources, and trustees to honor America's responsibilities to Tribal Nations, the department is positioned to help people of all ages and backgrounds connect with their land and heritage. Get Out helps visitors get connected; Get Smart offers educational resources and links; and Get a Job helps youth find job, volunteer, and internship opportunities. http://www.youthgo.gov/
Grants, Volunteers, and Funding:
EPA Accepting Applications for Environmental Education Grant Funding 
Due date: May 2nd, 2011
 The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is accepting grant applications for $1.9 million in funding for environmental education projects and programs. The purpose of the grants is to promote environmental stewardship and help develop knowledgeable and responsible students, teachers and citizens. EPA expects to award at least 20 grants nationwide ranging from a minimum of $15,000 to a maximum of $100,000. 
The grants provide financial support for innovative projects that design, demonstrate, and/or disseminate environmental education practices, methods, or techniques. Projects should involve environmental education activities that go beyond disseminating information. 

The Environmental Education Grant Program provides funding to local education agencies, state education or environmental agencies, colleges or universities, not-for-profit organizations, or noncommercial educational broadcasting entities. Tribal education agencies, which are controlled by an Indian tribe, band or nation, may also apply, including a school or community college. 

Since the program began, EPA has provided more than $50 million in funding to more than 3,000 agencies and organizations. 

More information on eligibility and application materials: 
 http://www.epa.gov/enviroed/grants.html
Jobs
Assistant Director for Nature Camp

Summary: Friends of the National Zoo is looking for individuals with experience working with children ages 10-15 for the Assistant Director position at their overnight Nature Camp at the Smithsonian Conservation Biology Institute in Front Royal, Virginia. The A.D. lives on site during the 7 week camp session. Must be available June 30-August 14.

Friends of the National Zoo is looking for individuals who have experience working with children ages 10-15 for the Assistant Director position at their overnight Nature Camp at the Smithsonian Conservation Biology Institute in Front Royal, Virginia.  The Assistant Director lives on site during the 7 week camp session and assists Camp Director with leadership of the camp.  Applicants must have strong organizational skills, experience in either camp or informal instructional settings, knowledge of the natural sciences, and a love and appreciation for wildlife and the outdoors.  The Assistant Director must be available from June 30 – August 14.  
 
The Assistant Director will perform the daily administrative tasks for the camp such as creating weekly schedules, staff and camper scheduling, and ordering supplies.  S/he will implement all established camp policies and procedures, and maintain budget guidelines.  S/he will lead campers in all aspects of daily living, develop and teach lessons and activities, lead campers on daily hikes and structured physical activities, and assume responsibility for the health and welfare of campers.   

To apply for this job, please follow http://www.hiretrue.com/hiretrue/showJobBoardPositions.do?jobBoardPK=154 or visit our website at http://nationalzoo.si.edu/
Got news, job postings, events, or other information to share?  Want to brag about awards?  Hear about something that would be of interest to members? Send them to charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 

Please forward this to anyone that might be interested.  Want to be included on the TREE mailings?  Contact charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov [image: image1.jpg]D
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