· Branching Out

April 22, 2011
The mission of Three Rivers Environmental Educators is to promote collaboration of resources and provide networking opportunities for environmental educators in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula areas of Virginia.  www.vanaturally.com/tree 
TREE meetings:
Tues., July 12    Gwynn’s Island Museum and kayaking trip.


Mathews member Bev Holmberg has put together a great 
program for our summer meeting. On Tuesday, July 12, we’ll go to Gwynn’s Island Museum and have a look at the boat building program, and use the community building for lunch and our meeting. Also, Bev will guide us a a kayak trip in the area. She needs a preliminary count of the number of people interested in kayaking. This promises to be a most interesting and beautiful meeting for us, well worth the trip. Mathews features more than 200 miles of shoreline and is bordered by the Chesapeake Bay, Mobjack Bay, and the Piankatank River.

Tues., Sept. 27  Teta Kain will enlighten us on the beautiful and pristine Dragon Run area that she knows so well, wowing us with her expansive knowledge and gorgeous photographs. Location TBD, possibly in Gloucester County.

It’s time to elect new officers!  Please send your nominations to faye.andrashko@nnswcd.org 

Local Events:
Belle Isle State Park Programs
Call 462-5030 for reservations

Saturday, April 23 

Easter Egg Hunt 2 pm

Easter egg hunts for kids ages 1 to 12.  Bring your camera and have your picture take with the Easter Bunny!  Easter Egg Hunt is free.  BYOB (Bring your own basket) Sponsored by the Friends of Belle Isle.
Tuesday, April 26
Fish Printing 10 am to noon

Practice gyotaku, the ancient art of fish printing.  Japanese fisherman made prints with their fish to record their catches.  Attendees can practice the same craft at the Belle Isle picnic area, and are invited to bring T-shirts, tote bags or other materials to print. $2 per person. 

Wednesday, April 27
Family Play Time 10-11:30
Learn how to be active together during this fun bonding time. Some of the games are cooperative, some are competitive, and some are just plain fun. All equipment provided.  Free.
Thursday, April 28
Geocaching 10-11:30 am

Learn how to use GPS units, hand-held systems can lead you to Geocaches, little treasure troves located throughout the park.  Find out more about this new phenomenon sweeping the country and play some games. Equipment provided.  $8 per unit.  Rental of the unit for two hours after the program is included in the cost.   Children must be accompanied by adults.  Limit number of GPS units--reservations suggested.

Friday, April 29

Froggy Went a’Courtin’ 7 pm

The spring peepers, bullfrogs, and other amphibians are looking for love. Learn about the frogs and their calls in the classroom, then hike to listen for them.  $3 per person with a maximum of $8 per family. 

Saturday, April 30 

Grand Ole Osprey Canoe Trip 2 pm

Learn about the ospreys and watch them from your canoe.  Several ospreys nest and feed on the waters surrounding Belle Isle.   $5/person Equipment and experienced guide provided. Reservations suggested.
Saturday, May 7

Invasive Plant Removal Day 9:30-11:30

Join the Northern Neck chapters of the Native Plant Society and the Master Naturalists on this state-wide invasive plant removal project.  Invasive plants displace native plants that provide food, habitat and shelter to birds, butterflies and other animals.  By removing invasive plants, natives will have more room to grow.  Free, with free parking for participants.
Saturday, May 7

Star Party Astronomy 8:30-10 pm

View the sky and learn some constellations in the night sky.  Attendees are encouraged to bring binoculars or telescopes.  Free at the picnic area.

Sunday, May 8 

Mother’s Day Canoe Trip 2-4 pm

Hear about great animal mothers that live in the park while on this enjoyable paddle.  Mothers are free when accompanied by one paying attendee.  Due to space limitations, reservations are recommended.  $5 per person.  Meet at the Camp Store for equipment.

Menokin Events

Wednesday, May 11 @ 5:30  

Traveling The Underground Rail Road:  A Personal Journey

Venus Miller

Other Events:
Virginia Naturally Earth Day Special Edition -- Earth Day is officially April 22; however, many localities are celebrating Earth Stewardship throughout the month of April and into May. To learn about possible Earth Day events in your area, see the Virginia Naturally Special Edition Newsletter: http://www.vanaturally.com/earthday11.html.
Grants, Volunteers, and Funding:
Grant Opportunity with Lawrence Foundation – Deadline: April 30, 2011. Provides grants ranging from $5,000 to $100,000 to support environmental education, human services and other causes.  The Foundation is seeking funding opportunities for volunteerism, general education, science projects, etc.  For more information, visit http://www.thelawrencefoundation.org/grants/.
Jobs
Park Naturalist (2 positions), Loudon County Department of Parks & Recreation
Closes 04/26/11, 5:00pm
Pay range: $32,879-$45,208
 
To Apply: www.loudoun.gov 
Boxerwood Education Association
Boxerwood Education Association (BEA), a leading nonprofit in the Rockbridge community that serves to educate and inspire people of all ages to become environmentally responsible stewards of the Earth, is seeking a Managing Director to work collaboratively with the Education Director and BEA Board in leading the organization to fulfill its mission.

The Managing Director will report to the Board and be responsible for operating a financially sustainable organization; maintaining nature center facilities and grounds; fostering a positive work environment; and building community relations. This position will be year-round and the equivalent of three days per week.

Interested candidates can find the full job description at: www.boxerwood.org.   Applicants should send a resume with references and a letter stating their interest and qualifications by May 1 to: boxerwoodsearch@gmail.com
EPA Chesapeake Bay Program’s Communication Office --
The Chesapeake Research Consortium (CRC) seeks such an individual for a three-year appointment to the Communication Office.  The Communication Office supports efforts to restore and protect the Chesapeake Bay by providing information to the public, working with the media, branding and promoting the Chesapeake Bay Program, and facilitating communications between state and federal agencies. Special emphasis is placed on using multimedia content and online tools in the office's daily work.  For more information, visit http://www.chesapeakebay.net/jobopenings.aspx?menuitem=14893. 

 

-- Executive Director, Friends of Patterson Park -- The Baltimore-based non-profit Friends of Patterson Park is seeking an energetic Executive Director.  Educational requirements: A bachelor’s degree; background experience working in the recreational, cultural heritage, environmental, and/or educational aspects of urban parks.  For a position description and for more information about the organization, visit http://pattersonpark.com/get-involved/employment-opportunties/. A resume, writing sample, and salary requirements should be submitted electronically to the search committee at PattersonParkSearch@gmail.com. No phone calls. Position is open until filled.  

 
-- Stream Restoration Specialist, Angler Environmental, an ecological consulting and construction firm located in Manassas, Virginia, seeks a full-time Stream Restoration Specialist. The successful candidate will perform extensive field work, stream surveys, stream geomorphic assessments, restoration designs, and restoration monitoring.  The position requires close collaboration with multi-disciplinary teams to provide stream restoration designs, construction plans, and construction oversight. Candidates must have a B. S. or M.S. in environmental or biological systems engineering, geology, environmental science, geomorphology, aquatic ecology, or another related field. The preferred candidate should have at least two years of experience and specialized training in stream restoration, such as Rosgen/Natural Stream Channel Design Training. Candidates with an EIT certification and experience with AutoCADD/Microstation, GIS, Rivermorph, and HEC-RAS are preferred. Please send resumes to: Benjamin Eib, Angler Environmental, 12811 Randolph Ridge Lane, Manassas, Virginia 20109. Questions: beib@anglerenvironmental.com 

Environmental Communication and Campaign Job in NC

The Upper Watauga Riverkeeper is hiring a new NC campaign coordinator. If you know any outstanding environmental advocates who might be interested in working for Appalachian Voices in our Boone office on North Carolina specific water, air and renewable energy issues, please send a cover letter and a resume.

For more info, please follow this link: Environmental communications and campaign job.
Got news, job postings, events, or other information to share?  Want to brag about awards?  Hear about something that would be of interest to members? Send them to charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 

Please forward this to anyone that might be interested.  Want to be included on the TREE mailings?  Contact charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 
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