· Branching Out

June 25, 2011
The mission of Three Rivers Environmental Educators is to promote collaboration of resources and provide networking opportunities for environmental educators in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula areas of Virginia.  www.vanaturally.com/tree 
TREE meetings:
More details on each prior to meeting: 
Tues., April 5    Wetlands/Vernal Pool Field Experience at Hughlett Point with Mike Hayslett of Sweet Briar College. Starts at historic Shiloh School in Northumberland County with brief meeting, lunch and overview of program. Then on to vernal pool field experience. More details to follow in reminder e-mail.

Tues., July 12    Gwynn’s Island Museum and kayaking trip.


Mathews member Bev Holmberg has put together a great 
program for our summer meeting. On Tuesday, July 12, we’ll go to Gwynn’s Island Museum and have a look at the boat building program, and use the community building for lunch and our meeting. Also, Bev will guide us a a kayak trip in the area. She needs a preliminary count of the number of people interested in kayaking. This promises to be a most interesting and beautiful meeting for us, well worth the trip. Mathews features more than 200 miles of shoreline and is bordered by the Chesapeake Bay, Mobjack Bay, and the Piankatank River.
Tues., Sept. 27  Teta Kain will enlighten us on the beautiful and pristine Dragon Run area that she knows so well, wowing us with her expansive knowledge and gorgeous photographs. Location TBD, possibly in Gloucester County.
Local Events:
Menokin

Wednesday, March 30 @ 1:00       

Bluebird Program

Northern Neck Master Naturalists

Belle Isle Star Gazing 8-10 pm

Saturday, April 2

View the sky and learn some constellations in the night sky.  Attendees are encouraged to bring binoculars or telescopes.  Free at the picnic area.

Menokin
Wednesday, April 6   @ 1:00         

An Introduction to Oyster Gardening

Dr. Lynton Land, Northern Neck Oyster Gardeners

 


Menokin
Friday, April 8 Refreshments @ 5:00 Lecture at 5:30 

Pamunkey Pottery Lecture by Ashley Atkins and Pottery Sale

Fresh-The Movie  2-4 pm

Saturday, April 9 at Belle Isle State Park
Fresh explores how sustainable farming methods support the environment and create healthier food.  Buying local not only insures fresh, nutritious food, but helps keep money in the local economy and families farms alive and thriving.  Virginia farmer Joel Salantin of Polyface Farms is featured in the movie, along with food co-ops and urban gardens that feed a community on just a few acres.

The program will be followed by discussions with several local farmers and samples of local foods.   A $5 per person donation is suggested, with proceeds going to a local food bank.
 Grants, Volunteers, and Funding:
Support for Math and Science Education in Company Communities
Dominion Educational Partnership 
The Dominion Educational Partnership provides elementary and secondary educators with the tools they need to revitalize math and science programs. Support is provided in specific geographic areas of the states of Connecticut, Maryland, Massachusetts, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Rhode Island, and throughout the states of Virginia and West Virginia. The Partnership provides grants of up to $10,000 to encourage the development of new programs to strengthen math and science education through the study of energy or the environment. Public and private elementary and secondary schools, institutions of higher education, and nonprofit organizations are invited to apply. The application deadline is May 1, 2011. Visit the company’s website by clicking the blue link above to submit an online application.

EPA Accepting Applications for Environmental Education Grant Funding 
Due date: May 2nd, 2011
 The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is accepting grant applications for $1.9 million in funding for environmental education projects and programs. The purpose of the grants is to promote environmental stewardship and help develop knowledgeable and responsible students, teachers and citizens. EPA expects to award at least 20 grants nationwide ranging from a minimum of $15,000 to a maximum of $100,000. 
The grants provide financial support for innovative projects that design, demonstrate, and/or disseminate environmental education practices, methods, or techniques. Projects should involve environmental education activities that go beyond disseminating information. 

EPA will be hosting two conference calls for potential applicants interested in additional information about the application process. The conference calls will take place on March 21, 2011 at 11 a.m. Eastern Daylight Time (EDT) and April 6 at 2 p.m. (EDT). To participate in the conference calls, dial: 1-866-379-5082, and use conference ID number: 48699133 for the call on March 21. Use conference ID number: 48696117 for the call on April 6. 

The Environmental Education Grant Program provides funding to local education agencies, state education or environmental agencies, colleges or universities, not-for-profit organizations, or noncommercial educational broadcasting entities. Tribal education agencies, which are controlled by an Indian tribe, band or nation, may also apply, including a school or community college. 

Since the program began, EPA has provided more than $50 million in funding to more than 3,000 agencies and organizations. 

More information on eligibility and application materials: 
 http://www.epa.gov/enviroed/grants.html
Jobs
Natural Resource Specialist (Naturalist II)

Job # 11-0461

Resource Stewardship, Resource Protection,
Fairfax County Park Authority 

$44,327 to $59,103  (Grade S21)
Interested applicants must apply using the on-line Fairfax County AIMS Resume Builder after March 12, 2011 available at http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hr/aims/.Resumes are not accepted by mail, e-mail, or FAX. View position advertisement 11-0461 at https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/jobs/listing/first.asp. This position advertisement will open on Saturday, March 12, 2011 and close Friday, April 1, 2011
Applicants are encouraged to submit an optional cover letter directly to Heather.Schinkel@fairfaxcounty.gov

Education Coordinator

Summary: Casey Trees (Washington D.C.) is looking for an Education Coordinator to lead school campus plantings and other school activities and to manage our high school summer jobs program. 

Position duration and Compensation
This is a full time year round, non-exempt position starting on or after April 12th, 2011 and includes benefits, paid holidays and a starting salary range of $40,000 - $45,000 (commensurate with experience).

To Apply
Please email the following items to Susan Erhardt, Director of Education, at jobs@caseytrees.org.

· Cover Letter

· Résumé

· Available start date

· Contact information for three references

Enter “Education Coordinator” in the subject line of the email.

Applications are due Friday, April 1, 2011.  
Got news, job postings, events, or other information to share?  Want to brag about awards?  Hear about something that would be of interest to members? Send them to charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 

Please forward this to anyone that might be interested.  Want to be included on the TREE mailings?  Contact charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 
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