· Branching Out

March 11, 2011
The mission of Three Rivers Environmental Educators is to promote collaboration of resources and provide networking opportunities for environmental educators in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula areas of Virginia.  www.vanaturally.com/tree 
TREE meetings:
 More details on each prior to meeting: 
Tues., April 5    Wetlands/Vernal Pool Field Experience at Hughlett Point with Mike Hayslett of Sweet Briar College. Starts at historic Shiloh School in Northumberland County with brief meeting, lunch and overview of program. Then on to vernal pool field experience. More details to follow in reminder e-mail.

Tues., July 12    Gwynn’s Island Museum and kayaking trip.


Mathews member Bev Holmberg has put together a great 
program for our summer meeting. On Tuesday, July 12, we’ll go to Gwynn’s Island Museum and have a look at the boat building program, and use the community building for lunch and our meeting. Also, Bev will guide us a a kayak trip in the area. She needs a preliminary count of the number of people interested in kayaking. This promises to be a most interesting and beautiful meeting for us, well worth the trip. Mathews features more than 200 miles of shoreline and is bordered by the Chesapeake Bay, Mobjack Bay, and the Piankatank River.
Tues., Sept. 27  Teta Kain will enlighten us on the beautiful and pristine Dragon Run area that she knows so well, wowing us with her expansive knowledge and gorgeous photographs. Location TBD, possibly in Gloucester County.
Local Events:
SATURDAY MARCH 19TH BIRD WALK NEAR TAPPAHANNOCK
On Saturday, March 19th, the Northern Neck Audubon Society will conduct a bird walk at the Hutchinson Tract of the Rappahannock River Valley National Wildlife just west of Tappahannock.  This 700+ acre tract, fronting on Mount Landing Creek and Route 17, has restored grasslands, tidal marshes, and deep mature forests.
Sandy Spencer, refuge biologist, reported possible sightings for this time of year (the beginning of spring migration):  golden-crowned kinglets, Carolina chickadees and wrens,  winter wrens (MAYBE), tufted titmice, American goldfinches, house finches, cedar waxwings, large flocks of American robins, common grackles, and red-winged blackbirds, Savannah, white throated and field sparrows, red shouldered and red tailed hawks, coopers hawks (maybe), American kestrels (maybe), and bald eagles. 
Families and beginning “birders” are welcome and several pairs of loaner binoculars will be available.  The walk will begin at 9:00 am.  Participants should meet just inside the entrance to the tract off Route 17.  The walk will be led Rick Skelton, NNAS member. 
The Hutchinson tract is located approximately one and one half miles north of Tappahannock on Route 17 on the left hand side.  Heading north, you will pass a large brick church on the left.  Go to the next cross over and head back south on Route 17.  Turn right into the first driveway by the refuge sign.  (If you cross Mount Landing Creek going north, you have gone too far.) 
For additional information, call Rick Skelton at 804-580-9066.
__._,_.___

Other Events:
Wetland Plants: Know 'em & Grow 'em!
April 12th, 9am, Ernie Morgan Center
· Practice identifying wetland plants in the field. 

· Learn about their unique adaptations and their identifying characteristics. 

· Learn fun wetland plant activities you can use in the classroom & in the field. 

· Learn ways to ID and control invasive plants. 

· Understand the importance of native plants. 

· Gain valuable tools for exciting students about wetland plants and inspiration to construct schoolyard wetland

$40, registration due March 26th. Contact Katelin Mielke, teachwetalnds@wetland.org or 410-745-9620. 

Graduate & Professional Courses ~ Virginia Smithsonian-Mason Global Conservation Studies Program, Front Royal, Virginia

Species Monitoring & Conservation: Terrestrial Mammals, April 18-29, 2011: Explore current techniques in assessment and monitoring of wild mammal populations, including bats. Participants learn principles of study design; current field assessment methods; data analysis techniques including MARK and DISTANCE software; application of monitoring data to decision-making and population management; and collection and preparation of museum voucher specimens.

· Effective Conservation Leadership, May 3-13, 2011 
· Non-Invasive Genetic Techniques in Wildlife Conservation, May 22-27, 2011
· Adaptive Management for Conservation Success, June 6-17, 2011 
http://conservationtraining.si.edu 

Free Tools and other Cool Stuff

Bigelow Lab Resources

The scientists at the Bigelow Laboratory for Ocean Sciences share their discoveries with educators, students, and the public through a variety of programs.  Their website offers on-line education resources available for teachers to use in a range of grade levels, in addition to other resources and networks for further information. http://www.bigelow.org/education/
 

Box Office at Sea Level from Space

NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory's Sea Level from Space website offers two short videos, Earth: the Water Planet and Frozen Earth.
http://sealevel.jpl.nasa.gov/newsroom/featurearchive/index.cfm?FuseAction=ShowNews&NewsID=369
 
Climate Adaptation

EcoAdapt has released a report on climate adaptation, The State of Marine and Coastal Adaptation in North America: A Synthesis of Emerging Ideas. The downloadable report summarizes climate impacts and provides summaries and examples of adaptation actions implemented throughout Canada, United States, and Mexico.
http://www.cakex.org/virtual-library/1615
 
Coastal Resource Management Customer Trends Survey

NOAA's Coastal Services Center provides technology, information, and management strategies needed to address complex coastal issues.  The center sponsors a survey every three years to gather information to better understand the issues affecting the 
coastal management community.  The latest survey offers an overview of the issues, needs, and priorities of coastal managers, while providing a resource to understand how managers are using data and tools.  http://www.csc.noaa.gov/survey/
 
Consumption and the Environment Webinar Series

This free webinar series is sponsored by EPA's West Coast Climate and Materials Management Forum, with archived presentations available after the webinar.  
The series, on the first Tuesday of the month, will explore how we can reduce greenhouse gases by making more sustainable choices that support a vital economy. 
http://yosemite.epa.gov/R10/ECOCOMM.NSF/climate+change/consumption
 
Estuarine Aquarium Keeping for Beginners

This is a beginner's guide to keeping brackish water marine life in aquariums.  Topics include basic aquarium supplies and set-up for novices; operation and maintenance; monitoring water quality; estuarine animals suitable for beginners, and more.  
http://www.vims.edu/cbnerr/_docs/education_docs/EstAquKeepwriteup.pdf
 
National Trails Symposium Presentations

Dozens of educational sessions and 15 mini-workshops highlighted the theme of the 2010 American Trails National Symposium, Trails: The Greenway for America.  American Trails offers more than 40 of these presentations on their website.  Files include Linking the Landscape: Conservation Strategies Along Land and Water Trail Corridors, Blue Ways: Long Trails, Education Opportunities, Dealing with Obstacles, and more.
http://www.americantrails.org/2010/concurrent.html
Sea Otter Unit

Kids' Planet from the Defenders of Wildlife offer this teacher's manual on sea otters, including lesson plans on using the web as a research tool; reading and developing writing skills; and a role playing activity in community conflict resolution.  The materials Include background materials on sea otters, links to additional resources, and more. http://www.kidsplanet.org/tt/seaotter/home.html
 
Ship Mates

This website from Bigelow Laboratory for Ocean Sciences introduces the principles and technologies of oceanographic research using seasonal data from the Gulf of Maine.  Measurements of ocean temperature, salinity, chlorophyll, plus research cruise logs and scientists' insights, are used in data analysis activities.  The investigations cover phytoplankton productivity, seasonal layering and mixing of Gulf water, diversity of marine environments, and more.  http://www.bigelow.org/shipmates/
 
Species List

The Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary species list lists plants, animals and bacteria by their scientific names, with common names and photos when available.  Categories include sponges, bony fish, and more, including birds.   http://flowergarden.noaa.gov/about/specieslist.html
 
Teaching Earth Science

This section of Geology.com offers links to materials for teachers covering nine thematic areas, including earthquakes, erosion, plate tectonics, weather, and more, along with numerous categories, including world records and hurricanes.  Selection of a topic leads to numerous links highlighted by a graphic and brief summary statement of what the visitor will find at the site.  Spend some time checking this website out - you may discover useful links. http://geology.com/teacher/
 
Teaching the Physics and Math of Oceanography Using Satellite Data

This joint project between the University of Washington and The Northwest School in Seattle enhances the links between the teaching of physics, math, and physical oceanography by utilizing scientific data.  The website features several physics curriculum materials, a virtual flight through the Endeavor Ridge, and more.   http://www.ocean.washington.edu/people/staff/prs/edu.html
Teaching Spring Lessons

It's March, which means spring break is just around the corner. Can you believe it! Here are a slew of ideas from www.treehugger.com on how to make your spring break greener.

Biodiversity in a Rapidly Changing World Web Site

The National Council for Science and the Environment (NCSE) launched this new Web site featuring ongoing efforts to advance science and public understanding of the rapid and catastrophic loss of biodiversity and life on Earth. 
http://www.NCSEonline.org/biodiversity
Sustainability Through Math: Exploring the Ecological Footprint

Creative Change Educational Solutions announces "Sustainability through Math: Exploring the Ecological Footprint," a new unit for grades 6-8. This unit explores the mathematics of sustainability and regeneration. Lessons are aligned to the Common Core standards. The unit is the latest addition to Creative Change’s Curriculum and Resource Center (CRC), an online library of courses, units, lessons, and instructional design tools. Members of the CRC can log-in now to access this unit. Not yet a member? Learn more: 
http://www.creativechange.net 


Tools for Teachers: Phenology Wheels

Georgia Gómez Ibáñez of Cambridge Elementary School, Anne Forbes of Partners in Place, LLC, and Cheryl Bauer-Armstrong of Earth Partnership for Schools, UW-Madison collaborated to create Phenology Wheels, for students to learn about seasonal events and cycles in a hands-on, experiential way. The activities are based on the Wheels of Time and Place: Journals for the Cycles and Seasons of Life, a toolkit that includes a carrying case, instruction booklet, and blank circular journals that can be duplicated in a copy machine or printed from PDF files. See this gallery for examples of how youth and adults have enjoyed this approach. For more information, contact Anne Forbes or Cheryl Bauer-Armstrong. 
http://uwarboretum.org/eps/tools_for_teachers.php 

Tools with a Cost:

Stevens Point is offering a completely online Master of Science in Environmental Education and Interpretation. The Online M.S. in EE/I is an excellent option for a professional working in environmental education and interpretation and interested in earning a master’s degree. The program is designed specifically for environmental education and interpretation professionals across the country and the world. The entire degree is offered via distance learning, so no travel is required and students have the ability to establish their own schedule. The coursework will increase your knowledge and leadership skills in EE/I through dynamic, applicable online discussions, readings, interactions, and much more. Students will also have the opportunity to interact and network with other educators from around the world with similar interests. This is a wonderful opportunity for an EE/I professional seeking a flexible and intensive master’s program. 
https://campus.uwsp.edu/sites/cnr-ap/omseei/Pages/... 

Two New Online Graduate Degree Programs

The College of Natural Resources at the University of Wisconsin – Stevens Point (UWSP) recently expanded the options for graduate study in natural resources to include two online programs in the Human Dimensions of Natural Resources Management discipline. The new online M.S. degree programs, emphasizing Environmental Education and Interpretation (OMSEEI) and Natural Resources Leadership and Administration (NRLA), demonstrate UWSP’s commitment to a tradition of excellence in natural resources education. 

Both programs are currently accepting applications for the Fall 2012 semester. Please visit the OMSEEI program Web site or the NRLA program Web site for detailed information about program and admission requirements, cost, application procedures, and more. 
Grants, Volunteers, and Funding:
American Wilderness Leadership School Scholarships
The American Wilderness Leadership School was established with the vision of providing educators with a useful, hands-on experience that they can use in the classroom.  Teachers will have the opportunity to attend an eight-day course on wildlife conservation, land management issues, and more. Teachers can apply to their local Safari Club International chapter for sponsorship by April 1, 2011. http://www.safariclubfoundation.org/content/index.cfm?action=view&content_id=231
  

State Farm Youth Advisory Board Grant Program

The State Farm Youth Advisory Board Grant Program funds student-led service-learning projects throughout the U.S. and Canada.  Specific areas of interest include natural and societal disasters, environmental responsibility, and more.  Educators interacting with students in public K-12 schools are eligible to apply.  The deadline for application is May 2, 2011. http://www.statefarmyab.com/apply/national-grants/
Craig Tufts Educational Award Call for Nominees

Deadline: March 31, 2011
The family of Craig Tufts, Family Summits, Inc., and National Wildlife Federation announce the 2nd Annual Craig Tufts Educational Scholarship Award, which is given to a young person between the ages of 8 and 18 to attend a week-long, summer outdoor educational adventure camp with a parent or guardian. 
http://www.familysummits.org/craigtufts.php 

Jobs
Executive Director
Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay

The Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay, a regional non-profit organization headquartered in Annapolis, MD with offices in Richmond, VA and Harrisburg, PA, seeks a dynamic and energetic leader to serve as Executive Director.  The Alliance’s mission is to build and advance collaborative solutions to benefit the people and environment of the Chesapeake Bay Watershed by developing partnerships among the various stakeholders.

 

The Alliance is an Equal Opportunity Employer - http://allianceforthebay.org.

 

Please submit cover letter, resume and a list of 3 references (name, title, address, and phone number) to:  selectioncommittee@allianceforthebay.org.

 

You can view the job announcement online at http://allianceforthebay.org/?p=1265
Conservation Intern:

Duties require the ability to work with minimal supervision in varied forested and open terrain to conduct vegetative inventories within several State Parks in Central Virginia. 

Knowledge of GPS use, ability to identify vegetation, and organize data needed. Other resource related activities such as trail inventories and inspections may also be required.  

Must possess at least two years academic background in the field of biological sciences; must be able to perform all physical activities required of the position; use of personal vehicle may be necessary, must possess a valid driver’s license. 

Pay rate:  $9.65/hr to $10.50/hr

Dates of employment:  April to September; 30 hours a week

A Virginia Application for Employment form must be submitted to: 

Pocahontas State Park   

10301 State Park Road 

Chesterfield, VA 23832

(804) 796-4255, Fax: (804)796-4004 

 pocahontas@dcr.virginia.gov
Application deadline:  March 14, 2011  

Volunteer Opportunities
Internship
The FONZ education department at the Smithsonian Conservation Biology Institute in Front Royal seeks an intern to coordinate education programs with a focus on Conservation Campout overnights and tours, assist with the development and implementation of the education programming and assessment.

Stipend

This is an unpaid position and no stipend is offered.  FONZ does not pay for transportation to Front Royal, VA.  On-site housing is provided.

FONZ is willing to work with an intern’s school to obtain credit hour for internship, but it is the intern’s responsibility to verify availability through their school.

Location

Smithsonian Conservation Biology Institute

1500 Remount Road

Front Royal, VA 22630

Dates and Hours

The intern will work for 40 hours a week from April-September 2011.

To apply

Please send the following maters to Laura Linn by email linnl@si.edu
?         Cover sheet including name, address, phone number and email address.

?         Resume or CV summarizing education (including current academic status) and employment experience.

As an equal opportunity employer, FONZ values workplace diversity.                                                                       

Got news, job postings, events, or other information to share?  Want to brag about awards?  Hear about something that would be of interest to members? Send them to charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 

Please forward this to anyone that might be interested.  Want to be included on the TREE mailings?  Contact charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 
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