· Branching Out

February 25, 2011
The mission of Three Rivers Environmental Educators is to promote collaboration of resources and provide networking opportunities for environmental educators in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula areas of Virginia.  www.vanaturally.com/tree 
TREE meetings:
Spring meeting:  Mike Hayslett of Sweet Briar College will be our speaker for the April 5 meeting at Hughlett Point Natural Area Preserve in Northumberland County.  We will gather at nearby Shiloh School. Directions will be sent before the event.

April is the peak season of vernal pool activity and a chance to observe fairy shrimp, jelly masses of Spotted Salamanders and see the feathery gills of marbled salamander tadpoles up close.  Leave with an unforgettable impression of how diverse and life-rich these small wetland ecosystems are, and why we should care and work to preserve them.  It’s an opportunity that comes once a year and only lasts a few months, so don’t miss this opportunity.

Summer meeting:  July.  Date and time to be determined.  Any ideas are welcome.
Fall meeting: We are excited to have Teta Kain of Gloucester scheduled for our meeting on September 27. Location TBD

Local Events:
Nature Photography Workshop
Saturday, March 5, 3-5 pm at Belle Isle State Park
Learn how to use that new digital camera during this free hands-on workshop emphasizing photograph composure and artistry. A portion of the class will be conducted outside, so please dress for the weather. Class space is limited and reservations are suggested by calling 462-5030.  The workshop is taught by Matt Asai, whose work has been featured on the Virginia State Parks website and in several magazines.
Gardening with Native Plants
Wednesday, March 9, 10-11 am at Belle Isle State Park 
Native plants create habitats for butterflies and other desirable wildlife, resist drought better than non-natives, and can look beautiful in your yard.  Learn more about native plants while touring the gardens at Belle Isle.  Meet at the Visitor Center.  The Northern Neck chapter of the Native Plant Society will have a display with materials to take home.
Parade of Marine Life
May 21st, Virginia Institute of Marine Science
Part of VIMS Marine Science Day
Anybody of any age can join the fun by wearing costumes of aquatic life they have created! Individuals, groups or classes all welcome! Contact Susan Maples @ susan@vims.edu, 804-684-7846.
Free Tools and other Cool Stuff

FREE Conservation Biology Text
In support of this year being the International Year for Biodiversity, Oxford University Press is making a Conservation Biology textbook freely available. Download the 350 pp book free at: http://www.mongabay.com/conservation-biology-for-all.html
 
Sodhi, N. S. and P. R. Ehrlich (Eds.) Conservation Biology for All.
Oxford University Press  (2010)

NEW Voyage to Discovery Site!
We are pleased to announce the launch of a new web site and Facebook page that highlights untold stories of African-Americans and the sea. The Office of National Marine Sanctuaries has been working with the National Association of Black Scuba Divers (NABS) and Murrain Associates, Inc. (an African-American firm) on a multimedia initiative intended to bring these untold stories to the forefront of the American public.

Take a moment to check it out by visiting: http://voyagetodiscovery.org.  Also, please consider joining our quest by distributing the attached one-pager to your friends, family, students, and colleagues or by becoming a fan on our Facebook page: http://www.facebook.com/pages/Voyage-to-Discovery/106197022788185
John Smith Trail resources 
Have you visited the teaching resource section of the trail's website?  Explore it now and discover the bounty of materials available there - curricula, lesson plans, and resources for K-12 education. Stories and experiences associated with the trail provide great opportunities for engaging students in learning history, geography, social studies, environmental studies, and many other interdisciplinary subjects.
 
Grants, Volunteers, and Funding:
Chesapeake Bay Small Watershed Grants Program: The Chesapeake Bay Small Watershed Grants (SWG) Program provides grants of $20,000 to $200,000 to organizations and local governments working on a local level to implement projects that improve small watersheds in the Chesapeake Bay basin, while building citizen-based resource stewardship. This program is funded by EPA's Chesapeake Bay Program Office, as well as the US Forest Service, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, the D.C. Department of the Environment, with additional corporate funding support from Altria, FedEx and Perdue Farms. Check the website frequently since the application process will be opening sometime in late winter or early spring. 

 
Grants Dot Gov: Search the federal government's resource library for grant opportunities, see a quarterly newsletter, and read the blog about funding at www.grants.gov.
Jobs
Executive Director - Dan River Basin Association
The Dan River Basin Association (DRBA) seeks a full-time Executive Director to lead the organization into a new phase of growth and development. 
Send letter of interest, résumé and list of references by March 1 to drba.nc@danriver.org or Dan River Basin Association, 413 Church Street, Suite 401, Eden, NC 27288-3242.  No phone calls, please.
Got news, job postings, events, or other information to share?  Want to brag about awards?  Hear about something that would be of interest to members? Send them to charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 

Please forward this to anyone that might be interested.  Want to be included on the TREE mailings?  Contact charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 
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