· Branching Out

February 11, 2011
The mission of Three Rivers Environmental Educators is to promote collaboration of resources and provide networking opportunities for environmental educators in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula areas of Virginia.  www.vanaturally.com/tree 
TREE meetings:
Spring meeting:  Mike Hayslett of Sweet Briar College will be our speaker for the April 5 meeting at Hughlett Point Natural Area Preserve in Northumberland County.  We will gather at nearby Shiloh School. Directions will be sent before the event.

April is the peak season of vernal pool activity and a chance to observe fairy shrimp, jelly masses of Spotted Salamanders and see the feathery gills of marbled salamander tadpoles up close.  Leave with an unforgettable impression of how diverse and life-rich these small wetland ecosystems are, and why we should care and work to preserve them.  It’s an opportunity that comes once a year and only lasts a few months, so don’t miss this opportunity.

Summer meeting:  July.  Date and time to be determined.  Any ideas are welcome.
Fall meeting: We are excited to have Teta Kain of Gloucester scheduled for our meeting on September 27. Location TBD

This topic was brought up at the last meeting.  Here is the information about becoming recognized as an education leader:

The Virginia Office of Environmental Education has exciting news about how you can use the Environmental Educators Leadership Program to further develop your skills and abilities and receive recognition for your efforts as a professional educator.http://www.deq.virginia.gov/education/eelp.html 

 

Educator profiles focused on Water, Forest, and Karst education are now available online at http://www.deq.virginia.gov/education/eelp.html.  These forms are easy to download and fill out; once completed, they can be submitted for recognition.

 

Recognition certificates will be presented twice a year at the semi-annual Virginia Resource Use Education Council (VRUEC) meetings.  

            

Please contact David Ruble at the Virginia Office of Environmental Education at David.Ruble@deq.virginia.gov if you have any questions about completing the application materials

Local Events:
Make Your Own Household Cleaners, 

February 23 at Belle Isle State Park from10 am to noon
Sheila Barnett from the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality will show you how to save money and help the environment by making your own household cleaners with materials found easily at any grocery store.  Participants will make 3 products to take home and receive a recipe book for several cleaners.  $10 materials fee payable at the event.  Pre-registration is required by calling (804) 462-0162.  Meet at the Visitor Center.

Other Events:
Curriculum Programs Webinar - Online

February 23rd 
In this free webinar, February 23, 2011, ITEST (Innovative Technology Experiences for Students and Teachers) Learning Resource Center and COSEE will showcase curriculum materials on topics ranging from computer game development to ocean sciences and more.  These curricula, designed for middle/high school teachers and students and available online at no charge, encourage and support innovative STEM learning and teaching and have been adapted through collaboration with partners, educators, and students.

http://www.youthlearn.org/news/webinar-curriculum-developed-nsf-funded-itest-and-cosee-programs
Wetland Plants: Know 'em & Grow 'em!
April 12th, 9am, Ernie Morgan Center, Norfolk VA
· Practice identifying wetland plants in the field. 

· Learn about their unique adaptations and their identifying characteristics. 

· Learn fun wetland plant activities you can use in the classroom & in the field. 

· Learn ways to ID and control invasive plants. 

· Understand the importance of native plants. 

· Gain valuable tools for exciting students about wetland plants and inspiration to construct schoolyard wetland

$40, registration due March 26th. Contact Katelin Mielke, teachwetalnds@wetland.org or 410-745-9620. 

Free Tools and other Cool Stuff

Eco-Comedy Video Competition

Sponsored by American University's Center for Environmental Filmmaking and partners, the Eco-Comedy Video Competition is open to anyone who prepares a short, funny video for YouTube, which communicates a clear message that strongly motivates a specific behavior change addressing a critical environmental issue.  The deadline for submission is March 1, 2011. http://www.american.edu/soc/cef/eco-comedy-film-competition.cfm
 
Americans' Knowledge of Climate Change

Americans' Knowledge of Climate Change was conducted by the Yale Project on Climate Change Communication and funded by the National Science Foundation as part of the Communicating Climate Change Initiative.  The report results from a national study of what Americans understand about how the climate system works, and the causes, impacts, and potential solutions to global warming. http://environment.yale.edu/climate/
 
Are your professional development programs meeting needs of your audience?

How do you know if your professional development programs are meeting the needs of your audience? The 2009 Environmental Education Professional Development Needs and Priorities Study identifies 89 professional development needs for the field of environmental education. The study points out gaps in current offerings and the work needed to advance education for environmental literacy. Taking this information one step further, two new reports present the specific priorities of (1) educators who work with pre-kindergarten through college-age students in formal education systems and (2) practitioners who work as informal or nonformal educators outside of these systems. Preferred timing, delivery style, length, and instructional methods are detailed for each group of educators. Their top ten priorities are sorted by region, type of organization or agency, size of audience, and years of experience—thus providing specific guidance for developing effective professional development opportunities well tailored to the needs of the target audience. A short PowerPoint slide show summarizes the results of both reports.
Teachers’ Needs: Professional Development Priorities of Formal Pre K-12 Environmental Educators
Practitioners’ Needs: Professional Development Priorities of Nonformal Environmental Educators 
http://www.eetap.org/pages/dynamic/web.page.php?pa... 

Bobs & LoLo

Bobs and LoLo are dedicated to connecting kids to the natural world with music, movement, and make-believe.  Sharing musical stories that engage, inspire, and educate, they teach kids to care about themselves, their neighbors, and the planet.  Listen to Sea Notes and check out the rest of the website. http://www.bobsandlolo.com/music.html
Children & Nature Network Connect

C&NN Connect was created to support people and organizations working worldwide to reconnect children and nature.  The website offers a peer-to-peer online network as a place to participate, contribute, promote, and share what participants are doing to connect children with nature.  The Let's G.O.! Tool Kit is scheduled for publication online February 5, 2011. http://childrenandnature.ning.com/
 
Christa McAuliffe: Reach for the Stars - Free DVD offer
Watch the trailer of the documentary film Christa McAuliffe: Reach for the Stars. In memorial of the 25th anniversary of the Challenger Space Shuttle Disaster and the first Teacher in Space, we are happy to partner with DOCClubLA on this special offer for educators. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e2M6HkKV9q4
 
Request a free DVD - https://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?hl=en&pli=1&formkey=dHdwRVVyUlpLS3VXekxRYjFEZ3hpWEE6MA#gid=0
Data.gov

Educators and others can access over 300,000 datasets generated by the federal government.  The Data.gov website includes searchable catalogs providing access to raw datasets from many federal agencies, along with tools enabling users to examine this data in different ways.  Click on the FAQ link at the bottom of the page for an overview and tutorial. http://www.data.gov/
 
Education and the Environment Initiative Curriculum Units

The final Education and the Environment Initiative curriculum units are now available online.  The K-12 curriculum is comprised of 85 units teaching select science and history-social science academic standards. http://www.calepa.ca.gov/Education/EEI/
 
Eutrophication and Hypoxia Website

World Resources Institute in collaboration with the Virginia Institute of Marine Science support the website, Eutrophication & Hypoxia: Nutrient Pollution in Coastal Waters.  The website offers an interactive map of eutrophic and hypoxic areas worldwide, along with photos and videos linked to the site, news, a resource library, and more.http://www.wri.org/project/eutrophication
This report compiled for NOAA's Coastal Services Center, A Review and Summary of Human Use Mapping in the Marine and Coastal Zone, provides a review and summary of the relevant literature, methods, and approaches for mapping human uses. http://www.csc.noaa.gov/publications/Human_Use_Mapping_Final_Report.pdf
 
Journey North

Journey North has begun again, a free online program engaging students in a study of wildlife migration and seasonal change (good news for the snow-bound:  Spring is starting to return!).  Track the arrival of spring and the migrations of numerous wildlife species, study photoperiods, check out the sunlight mystery challenge, and more.  The Annenberg Channel also offers free Journey North video programs, downloadable teaching tools and classroom lessons, and more. http://www.learner.org/jnorth/
 
Loop Scoops
Loop Scoops Sustainability Videos and Lessons from WGBH Boston are two-minute segments that aim to help six to nine-year-old children think about product life cycles in ways they can understand.  This series of child-friendly videos can help kids think about where their stuff comes from, what's in it, and what happens to it when it's thrown out.  Besides the additional information on the website, the Teacher Resources links to appropriate materials on the Teachers Domain website.  This could be a good place to start young students thinking about life cycle issues. http://pbskids.org/loopscoops/
National Bird Day Resources for Educators
Today nearly 12 percent of the world’s 9,800 bird species may face extinction within the next century and millions of captive birds lead miserable lives languishing in cages. The National Bird Day Web site offers a full suite of resources including a book, lesson plan, posters, and more. Contact NAAEE member Monica Engebretson, for more information monica@bornfreeusa.org or call 916-447-3085 x 210. 
http://www.NationalBirdDay.com 

What are the key ingredients for life?
Build an animated microbe to better understand what distinguishes a living organism from something that is not alive.  Interactive, Grades 6-12 http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/tech/make-microbe.html
 
What can you learn from cutting a human brain into 3,000 pieces?
Explore how neurobiologists and psychologists are finding clues to how our memory works--including how memories can be created and erased forever. Video (10m 15s) Grades 6-12 http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/body/how-memory-works.html
Tools with a Cost:

Registration Open for Spring Nonprofit Classes

Registration is now open for spring workshops at Virginia Commonwealth University and the University of Richmond to help your organization move forward in its efforts to make a difference in the community. VCU's Nonprofit Learning Point provides a wide variety of affordable professional and leadership development classes for Greater Richmond's nonprofit community. Courses are offered to the nonprofit community at a special price of $45 and offer 1 VCU credit and 9.5 CFRE credits. Registration has also begun at the University of Richmond's Institute on Philanthropy for spring classes. Classes are available on topics such as grant writing, fundraising, board development, and more. For a complete list of nonprofit educational resources throughout the Commonwealth and online, visit vaservice.org. 

Grants, Volunteers, and Funding:
Dorothy Stout Professional Development Grants

The National Association of Geoscience Teachers awards grants to faculty and students at two-year colleges and K-12 teachers.  The grant supports professional growth in, or classroom teaching of, Earth science.  The deadline for application is April 15, 2011. http://www.nagt.org/nagt/programs/stout.html
Horace Mann Educator Scholarships

The Horace Mann Companies offers scholarships for K-12 grade teachers, librarians, or teacher's aides to take college courses.  The deadline for application is March 1, 2011.
http://www.horacemann.com/teacher-lounge/educator-scholarship-opportunities
 

ING Unsung Heroes Awards

The ING Unsung Heroes program helps K-12 educators and their schools fund innovative classroom projects.  At least one award will be granted in each of the fifty states, provided one or more qualified applications are received from each state.  The deadline for applications is April 30, 2010.
http://ing.us/about-ing/citizenship/childrens-education/ing-unsung-heroes
Jobs
Ecology School Manager
James River Association
Position Overview: 
The full-time Ecology School Manager helps inspire the next generation of stewards of the James River by planning, promoting, and delivering exceptional environmental education experiences to students and the public through the implementation of a residential field program at the James River Ecology School on Presquile National Wildlife Refuge near Hopewell, VA, and by assisting in all James River Association education activities. 
 
 
Compensation: $25,000-$30,000 commensurate with experience 
 
To apply for this position please mail resume and cover letter. 
Gabe Silver
James River Association 
9 South 12th Street, 4th Floor 
Richmond, VA 23219 
 
Please submit your application for this position at your earliest convenience and no later than February 15th, 2011. The applicant selected will begin in the early spring of 2011. 

Henricopolis Soil and Water Conservation District Position Opening

Office Administrator/Education Program Technician

Closing Date: February 25, 2011. 

Submit cover letter, resume, and application to: 

Barbara McGarry

Henricopolis Soil and Water Conservation District

mcg@co.henrico.va.us
  

Visit the District’s website www.co.henrico.va.us/swcd for more info and an application form. 
Position Announcement:  Executive Director, Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay

 The Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay, a regional non-profit organization headquartered in Annapolis, MD with offices in Richmond, VA and Harrisburg, PA, seeks a dynamic and energetic leader to serve as Executive Director.

The Alliance's mission is to build and advance collaborative solutions to benefit the people and environment of the Chesapeake Bay Watershed by developing partnerships among the various stakeholders.

Location:  Annapolis, MD

.         Salary range:   $70,000*, plus benefits  (* Success-based, incremental salary increases possible.)

.         Resume reviews begin: 28 February 2011

.         Closing date:  15 March 2011 

 The Alliance is an Equal Opportunity Employer - http://allianceforthebay.org  .

 Please submit cover letter, resume and a list of 3 references (name, title, address, and phone number) to:  selectioncommittee@allianceforthebay.org.

 You can view the job announcement online at

http://allianceforthebay.org/?p=1265
Got news, job postings, events, or other information to share?  Want to brag about awards?  Hear about something that would be of interest to members? Send them to charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov  

Please forward this to anyone that might be interested.  Want to be included on the TREE mailings?  Contact charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 
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