· Branching Out

February 10, 2012
The mission of Three Rivers Environmental Educators is to promote collaboration of resources and provide networking opportunities for environmental educators in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula areas of Virginia.  www.vanaturally.com/tree 
TREE meetings:
April 25:  Brent and Becky’s Bulbs, Gloucester, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Optional tour of the grounds for $10 per person

June 11: Belle Isle State Park, Lancaster, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Invite a teacher!  Lisa Deaton, state coordinator for Project Learning Tree, will give information and updates about this environmental education curriculum. 

Local Events:
A Brief History of Watermen in the Northern Neck, Belle Isle State Park
Richard Moncure of the Friends of the Rappahannock talks about the long history of watermen and what their future holds.  Several watermen tools will be available to view.  Free; $3 per car parking fee.  (804) 462-5030

Free Tools and other Cool Stuff

Idea Encore is an online nonprofit resource center made up of a community of people who exchange information including research, assessments, instructional guides, surveys, training materials, and more. Check it out. 

4Teachers: Teach with Technology
This website from the Advanced Learning Technologies Project at the University of Kansas Center for Research on Learning offers a diverse set of resources to help teachers integrate technology into their classrooms.  Check out the archived Teacher Testimony and Kids Speak, Online Educational Games, Professional Development for Ed and more.http://www.4teachers.org/  
Conservation Education Materials
The Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies has released six new publications in its North American Conservation Education Strategy Tool Kit for Achieving Excellence.  The new publications include Fostering Outdoor Observation Skills, Schoolyard Biodiversity Investigations Educator Guide, and more.  These and other publications, including an overview of resources, are available for free download.

http://www.fishwildlife.org/index.php?section=conservation_education&activator=25
 
Cool The Earth
Free, fun, and empowering climate change program for K-8 students and their families that inspires them to take simple actions to reduce their carbon emissions. Includes action coupons kids earn and a banner the school can post to show how their actions are adding up to make a difference. http://cooltheearth.org/our-program/
 

Discover Water
The Project WET Foundation offers this educational website for teachers and students. Discover Water: The Role of Water in Our Lives is an interactive resource about water and water related topics including the water cycle, ocean, watersheds, water conservation and protection, and more. Educator resources include printable science notebooking pages, classroom activities, assessments, and more. http://www.discoverwater.org/
myRefuge App
This iTunes app from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation gives users access to maps and information on bird watching, special events, trails, and historic sites in National Wildlife Refuges. It is free for an introductory period. http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/id482928719?mt=8
 

National Geologic Map Database
This portal provides links to online map indexes of the USGS and other organizations, which can be used to locate, view, or create maps. The maps are available in a wide variety of scales and themes, and cover the United States, many countries, and more. 

http://ngmdb.usgs.gov/ngmdb/ngmdb_home.html
Wild Life Employment Resources
As part of a blog, several students have compiled a list of employment resources to help students and young professionals find employment in the realm of conservation.

http://futureofconservation.blogspot.com/p/employment-resources.html
 

International Student Carbon Footprint Challenge
Teachers and others who work with high school students can participate in the International Student Carbon Footprint Challenge.  The program helps students measure their own carbon footprint using a calculator designed specifically for students.  Students can join international climate change discussions on the Einztein social learning network. http://footprint.stanford.edu/   
Run-off Calculator

Neat map and calculator that tells you how much runoff is coming from your home/property, and compares it to more ideal amounts for a river steward, river hero, etc. http://www.whatsinyourrunoff.com/ 
Tools with a Cost:

Online Teacher Academy
The Wildlife Conservation Society offers professional development courses through their Online Teacher Academy, April 6-May 27, 2012.  Habitat Ecology for Educators is currently being offered at a special reduced rate of only $50.  Spring also brings Conservation Biology for Educators.  Summer courses will include Nature's Thread: Weaving Environmental Education into Your Classroom, Marine Biology for Elementary Educators, and Predators: Biology and Conservation. http://www.wcs.org/teachers/teacherpd/online-teacher-academy.aspx
Grants, Volunteers, and Funding:
Searching for New AmeriCorps*VISTA Projects

AmeriCorps*VISTA may be the solution you've been looking for to solve your organization's biggest challenges. Virginia is now accepting Concept Papers from organizations that are not current VISTA sponsors. VISTA (Volunteers in Service to America) is a full-time, national service program for individuals interested in developing lasting solutions to the problems of poverty in the U.S. Public organizations can apply to be VISTA sponsors with Concept Papers that address the following priority areas: Economic Opportunity, Education, Veterans and Military Families, and Healthy Futures. Applicants are invited to submit their Concept Paper through e-Grants by Feb. 24. Find out more.

Lowe's Toolbox for Education Grants
The Lowe's Toolbox for Education offers grants to schools and parent/teacher groups. School projects should encourage parent involvement and build stronger community ties. The next deadline for application is February 17, 2012. http://www.toolboxforeducation.com/ 

Jobs
Potomac Riverkeeper seeks a highly organized and effective Production and Membership Coordinator who is able to coordinate production and design of print and electronic content, manage membership processes, and provide event support. This position reports to the Vice President.

 Salary: Excellent benefits package. Competitive salary, negotiable depending on experience and qualifications.

Start Date: Open until filled

To apply: Please send cover letter and resume to jobs@potomacriverkeeper.org, or Potomac Riverkeeper, 1100 15th Street, NW, 11th Floor, Washington, DC 20005

Education Specialist with CBNERRVA
The Chesapeake Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve in Virginia, located at the Virginia Institute of Marine Science in Gloucester Point, VA is looking for a highly motivated and enthusiastic applicant for its Education Specialist position.  The Education Specialist will support and implement General Education and Public Outreach programs, including but not limited to school field trips, summer camps, teacher professional development, festivals, and classroom instruction.  This position includes work in the field, lab, and classroom with a wide variety of audiences. For more information and to apply, go to https://jobs.wm.edu/applicants/jsp/shared/position/JobDetails_css.jsp?postingId=265433 . The position will be open through 2/29/12. If you have any questions, please email Sarah McGuire, Education Coordinator for the Research Reserve at mcguire@vims.edu.

Got news, job postings, events, or other information to share?  Want to brag about awards?  Hear about something that would be of interest to members? Send them to charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 

Please forward this to anyone that might be interested.  Want to be included on the TREE mailings?  Contact charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 
[image: image1.jpg]D

Three Rivers
I Environmental
Educators





