· Branching Out

December 3, 2010
The mission of Three Rivers Environmental Educators is to promote collaboration of resources and provide networking opportunities for environmental educators in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula areas of Virginia.  www.vanaturally.com/tree 
TREE meetings:
We have now confirmed our our program speaker, Jamie Brunkow, for our next TREE meeting on Tuesday, January 25, 11:00-2:00, at historic Menokin in Warsaw.

Jamie is the riverkeeper on the Sassafras River in MD. He was an Americorps member at Friends of the Rappahannock before he took the riverkeeper position. Jamie will offer some good insights to address member questions from last meeting about what, exactly, a riverkeeper does. 

Please plan to come, and bring a bag lunch. We’ll round out the meeting with sharing our own educational program ideas and inspirations—and extra resources if you have them; we’ve all found a lot of inspiration in the past from these sharing meetings. We’ll also invite members to take part in TREE program planning for spring.

A reminder and directions to Menokin will be sent out prior to the date. It is a beautiful setting, and we thank Pam Narney for offering the spot.  

Other Events:
Graduate & Professional Course: Conservation Conflict Resolution 
January 10-21, 2011, Front Royal, Virginia
Conservation Conflict Resolution, an intensive 10-day experiential training course, is for anyone addressing conservation conflicts, whether these are conflicts between people and wildlife or between people about wildlife or other natural resources. This graduate/ professional course, offered by the Smithsonian-Mason Global Conservation Studies Programs, is hosted at the Smithsonian Conservation Biology Institute in Front Royal, Virginia. Participants learn strategies and processes for effectively addressing conservation related conflict, including: the role of neutrality, resolving communication techniques; and how to apply conflict analysis and process models to develop real-life conflict resolution plans. Earn Continuing Education Units; graduate credits available for qualified applicants at additional cost through George Mason University. http://www.conservationtraining.si.edu.

4-H Natural Resources Weekend -- Registration deadline:  January 7, 2011 -- January 22 - 23, 2011 -- Holiday Lake 4-H Center, Appomattox, VA -- The event and workshops are open to 4-H members ages 9 to 19 and 4-H volunteers.  The registration form must be completed and accompanied by a check for $50.00 per person (covers food and lodging), and a completed and signed 4-H Health Form 388-906 available from your local Extension Office or 
http://www.4-h.ext.vt.edu/forms/index.html.  Contact Doug Harpole at (540) 341-7950 or by e-mail at dharpole@vt.edu.  For more event information, access the programs page on the Holiday Lake 4-H Center website under specialty camps: http://sites.ext.vt.edu/4hcenter/holiday/. 

WOW! The Wonders of Wetlands!
January 26th, 9am-4pm, Ernie Morgan Center, Norfolk
Join us for this day long workshop where you will be introduced to wetland ecology, including soil, water & plants, as well as wetland functions and values through fun and interactive activities. Bring wetlands alive and into the classroom! $45 per person. Contact Katelin at teachwetlands@wetland.org, 410-745-9620
Free Tools and other Cool Stuff

Marine Debris Website
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) has a website dedicated to marine debris. Visit the NOAA Marine Debris website for information and subscribe to a weekly marine debris update. There are downloadable brochures about how land based litter gets into water and the harmful impacts of litter to land and aquatic animals. Download activities, games, posters, coloring books, etc. 

How to Smile 
Howtosmile.org is a website that offers informal activities for teaching math and science. Users can share their favorite activities, post comments, and collect their favorite activities. You also can sign up to receive a free newsletter.

LifeLines for High School Climate Change
Lifelines for High School Climate Change Education (LHSCCE) is a project to establish professional learning communities (PLCs) to share curriculum resources and best practices for teaching about climate change in grades 9–12.

First Census of Marine Life Establishes a Baseline
After a decade of joint work and scientific adventure, marine explorers from more than 80 countries delivered a historic first global Census of Marine Life on October 4, 2010. Released are maps, three landmark books, and a highlights summary that crown a decade of discovery. Presented is an unprecedented picture of the diversity, distribution, and abundance of all kinds of marine life in the ocean.

Window in a Green Virginia provides positive case studies of exemplary environment management in Virginia (SOL 6.9). An interactive map helps students locate examples in their community. The goal is to present a sound, balanced, and integrated exploration of the sustainable management of natural resources to help Virginia’s sixth graders develop into reasoned and informed citizens and leaders.

Students are invited to peer through meta​phorical “Windows on the World” to examine key dimensions of developing sustainable communities. Each of the Windows addresses SOL 6.9 with scientific content, case studies and current examples, policy analysis, teaching activities, and linkages to sources of enrichment. Topics include Energy, Water, Air, Agriculture, Forestry and Wildlife, Land Use and Natural Hazards, and Green Building. The culminating activity will help students examine real problems, weigh facts, and present views on current issues.

The program is a collaborative public-partnership that also encourages students to go outdoors to conduct field investigations. The development of curriculum materials was funded by the Virginia Manufacturers Association with help from a team comprised of the Virginia Department of Education, the Department of Environmental Quality, the Virginia Council on Economic Education, the Chesapeake Bay Foundation, the Science Museum of Virginia, the Virginia Association of Science Teachers and Virginia Tech. 

Materials are available for free and can be downloaded from Virginia Naturally http://www.vanaturally.com/vanaturally/va_environment.html 

Back to School: Back Outside - Create High Performing Students 
Check out this report (http://www.nwf.org/Get-Outside/~/media/PDFs/Be%20Out%20There/Back%20to%20School%20full%20report.ashx) that summarizes the available studies on the role of outdoor learning programs and outdoor play time in furthering children's overall education: improving their lifelong learning skills, prospects for career success and school test scores.
 
Add Your Events to the Virginia Naturally Calendar: 
If you are a Virginia Naturally partner, you can add your organization's environmental events to the Virginia Naturally calendar.  The directions are included under the heading "Upcoming Events."  Contact Jennifer Underwood at (804) 698-4235 or jennifer.underwood@deq.virginia.gov so that she can give you permission.   Adding events is easy and helps to keep citizens informed of what is happening in their communities. 
Grants, Volunteers, and Funding:
Tracks to Success
Writing a Powerful Grant Proposal
This 13-part series will provide a step-by-step guide for developing a successful grant proposal. The series will introduce the novice grant writer to the necessary components involved in crafting a winning proposal, and will also offer the experienced grant writer some new ideas for approaching this task. The first article will include three sample grant proposals provided by IdeaEncore. Written by GrantStation's CEO, Cynthia M. Adams, these articles will take you from A to Z in the grant writing process. Click on the link provided above to read Part 12: "Executive Summary/Project Abstract."

Funds for Youth Environmental Programs Worldwide
Captain Planet Foundation 
The mission of the Captain Planet Foundation is to support hands-on environmental projects for youth throughout the world. The Foundation is interested in funding innovative programs that empower children and youth to work towards solving environmental problems in their neighborhoods and communities. All funded projects must involve young people ages 6-18 (elementary through high school). Nonprofit organizations and public schools worldwide are eligible to apply for grants of $250 to $2,500. Applications are reviewed quarterly; the next deadline is December 31, 2010. Online application guidelines are available on the Foundation’s website.

Grant funding available for Virginia trails
(RICHMOND, Va.) – Recreational trail grants ranging from $25,000 to $100,000 are now available to nonprofit organizations and government entities. The Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation has approximately $900,000 to award in trail grants through the Recreational Trails Program. The deadline for preliminary applications is Jan. 7, 2011, at 4:30 p.m.

The Recreational Trails Program is a federal reimbursement grant program established to provide and maintain recreational trails and trails-related facilities. The program requires a 20 percent match from the applicant.


The grant program provides funding for trail projects that would not otherwise be possible. The program mandates that 30 percent of the total funds be used for motorized recreational trails, and 30 percent be used for non-motorized recreational trails. The remaining 40 percent is for multiple-use trails, including hiking, biking and equestrian use.

The 2010-11 grant round is a two-step application process. For more information about the application process, visit: www.dcr.virginia.gov/recreational_planning/trailfnd.shtml.

Virginia Naturally Classroom and Partner Grants
Deadline January 15, 2011 
These grants are available to classroom teachers as well as environmental education organizations and educators. Activities that are eligible for funding include restoration, enhancement, protection and monitoring projects and investigative or experimental design activities that foster academic success, reinforce responsible citizenship, and give children the tools they need to contribute to a healthy and enduring environment. Click on “Classroom” or “Partner” in the title line for more information.
AmeriCorps State and National Grants 
Deadline January 25, 2011
The mission of the Corporation for National and Community Service (the Corporation) is to improve lives, strengthen communities, and foster civic participation through service and volunteering. One primary focus is on environmental education and stewardship projects.

Fellowships for Teachers in Selected Districts
Fund for Teachers 
The Fund for Teachers awards fellowships to pre-K-12 classroom teachers in selected school districts in 39 states [including Virginia] and Washington, DC so that they may participate in training and enriching activities that will improve their skills as teachers. Applicants must propose a summer activity and explain how the endeavor will make the applicant a better teacher; how the applicant will implement his or her new improved skills in the classroom; and how these improved skills will benefit students, curricula, and the school. Teachers must have a minimum of three years experience and be full-time teachers spending at least 50% of their time in the classroom. Eligible teachers may apply as individuals (funding limit of $5,000) or as a team (funding limit of $10,000). The application deadline in most locations is January 28, 2011. Visit the Fund’s website for detailed fellowship guidelines for each location.

Mantis Awards for Community and Youth Gardens
Deadline March 1
Each year, Mantis presents the Mantis Awards to charitable and educational garden projects that enhance the quality of life in their host communities. Any nonprofit garden program may apply. In the past, winners have included schools, churches, correctional facilities, parks departments, youth camps, community gardens, and many others. These are groups turning slim resources into bountiful gardens with far-reaching benefits, from increasing their community’s access to fresh nutritious foods to educating the public about the importance of gardening in our nation’s history.

Jobs
TIDAL RAPPAHANNOCK RIVER STEWARD

Friends of the Rappahannock Inc., the voice for a healthy and scenic Rappahannock River, seeks a highly motivated and visionary individual to serve in the new position of TIDAL RAPPAHANNOCK RIVER STEWARD. The successful applicant will serve as the voice of the organization within the tidal Rappahannock by leading advocacy, restoration and education programs relating to protection of the water quality, living resources, and scenic integrity of the tidal Rappahannock and its tributaries. The Tidal Rappahannock River Steward reports to the Executive Director of the Friends of the Rappahannock, and is responsible for implementing the organization’s programmatic goals for the tidal Rappahannock River and its direct tributaries. These responsibilities fall within the three main organizational priority areas of Restoration, Education, and Advocacy.
Application

Please visit www.riverfriends.org for complete application instructions. Select the “Job Openings” icon on the top right of the homepage. Applications are submitted via the website.

Deadline: December 15, 2011

River Steward Assistant

An AmeriCorps Community Service Position

Friends of the Rappahannock, Inc. is currently accepting applications for the position of River Steward Assistant. This is an AmeriCorps community service position with a paid stipend, education award and benefits. Full-time, one year, potentially extendable to two years.

Come be a part of our innovative and internationally-recognized organization promoting the conservation of the Rappahannock River and its tributaries! This is an excellent opportunity for individuals interested in gaining experience in environmental fields, natural resource conservation, and nonprofit grassroots operations.

Please visit www.riverfriends.org for complete application instructions. Select the “Job Openings” icon on the top right of the homepage. Applications are submitted via the website. Questions can be directed to John Tippett, Executive Director at john.tippett@riverfriends.org.

Deadline Sunday December 5, 2010
Volunteer Opportunities

Virginia State Parks are taking applications for the Youth Ambassador Program.   The Ambassadors will begin work with park staff and their own social networks to document the outdoor experiences across our 35 State Parks with articles, blogs, and photo essays.   This is a youth-led movement for the outdoors to raise awareness and attract the attention and support of young Americans who may not currently benefit from a deep connection with the environmental and cultural treasures of the Commonwealth.  The State Park Youth Ambassadors, with at least one from every park, plus a National Ambassador; will also collaborate on a nationwide media and marketing program promoting outdoor recreation in our state parks.


Ambassadors will receive an annual pass to Virginia State Parks, State Park Youth Ambassador clothing, training, and access to an Olympus camera. Ambassadors will be expected to volunteer at least 10 hours per month, commit to a tobacco-free environment, and submit a short bio, a current picture, and an interesting photograph.  To register, visit www.virginiastateparks.gov , click the volunteer tab, and follow the instructions.  For more information, contact Charlene Talcott at (804) 462-5030.

Got news, job postings, events, or other information to share?  Want to brag about awards?  Hear about something that would be of interest to members? Send them to charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 

Please forward this to anyone that might be interested.  Want to be included on the TREE mailings?  Contact charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 
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