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November 4, 2011
The mission of Three Rivers Environmental Educators is to promote collaboration of resources and provide networking opportunities for environmental educators in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula areas of Virginia.  www.vanaturally.com/tree 
TREE meetings:
The next TREE meeting will feature marketing and educating in the 21st century using social media, pod casts, QR codes, and much more.  Date and location TBD
Free Tools and other Cool Stuff
Post-Halloween Composting

Interested in starting your own compost pile? Look no further than your own backyard. Fall leaves and Halloween pumpkin make a great start to a compost pile. Visit http://www.greenyour.com/lifestyle/events/halloween/tips/compost-your-halloween-pumpkin to learn how to turn your jack-o-lantern into the perfect fertilizer for next year’s plants. 
Activities and Resources for Earth Science Teachers 
The Maine Geological Survey website offers downloadable lessons from the Curriculum Resources for Earth Science Teachers Activity Book, covering a wide range of geologic subjects. Topics include hydrogeology, environmental geology, map reading, and more. Check these out. http://www.maine.gov/doc/nrimc/mgs/education/lessons/index.htm
   

Climate Change Adaptation & Communication 
Park Science is a research and resource management bulletin of the U.S. National Park Service that reports the implications of recent and ongoing natural and social science and related cultural research for park planning, management, and policy. A special issue, downloadable from the website, covers Climate Change Adaptation & Communication. http://www.nature.nps.gov/ParkScience/
 

Coastal Inundation Toolkit 
The Coastal Inundation Toolkit from the Digital Coast website has been updated with additional features. The toolkit contains tools and information communities need to address coastal inundation issues. Check out the Visualize section with Picture It, Graph It, and Build It. http://www.csc.noaa.gov/digitalcoast/inundation/
 

Estuary Video Gallery 
NOAA's National Estuarine Research Reserve Estuary Video Gallery offers a collection of short video clips which can be the next best thing to an actual field trip to an estuary.   There are over 150 video clips covering a range of topics. Content is categorized into themes of Estuaries & You, Life in an Estuary, Protect & Restore, Science & Technology, and K - Elementary. http://estuaries.gov/Estuarylive/VideoGallery.aspx
 

Global Reef Expedition 
The Khaled bin Sultan's Living Oceans Foundation is on a ship-based 5-year Global Reef Expedition to map and assess fragile coral reef systems around the world. Check out the mission blog, multimedia, and more. http://www.globalreefexpedition.org/

Green Schools Webinar Series 
The National Environmental Education Foundation and partners offer a series of three free webinars to help educators learn how to green their schools and curriculum. See the website for times and registration information. http://www.classroomearth.org/gswebinars
 

 Interactive Earth Science Animations
The Incorporated Research Institutions for Seismology (IRIS) offers resources for educators, including a series of interactive graphics, animations and videos on Earth Science fundamentals. http://www.iris.edu/hq/programs/education_and_outreach/animations

NESDIS Education & Outreach 
The National Environmental Satellite, Data and Information Service (NESDIS) maintains this website with resources within NESDIS and NOAA that are of interest to students, educators, and others with an interest in the Earth-Sun environment. Materials include an online weather school, a primer on estuaries, and many more resources. 

http://www.nesdis.noaa.gov/EducationOutreach.html
 

Online Hurricane Tools 
The National Ocean Service offers online tools to monitor hurricanes and deliver relevant data before, during, and after a storm. Tools address water levels, observing systems, imagery, and long-term planning. http://oceanservice.noaa.gov/news/features/sep11/hurricanetools.html
 

Sing About Science 
Sing a song of chordates, learn a ditty about 200 meters down. The Sing About Science website offers this musical portal through funds provided by the National Science Foundation. The links include lyrics, MP3 files, and more when available. Some linked websites include teacher guides and other materials. http://www.singaboutscience.org/
 

Watersheds: Connecting Weather to the Environment 
This short course on the Meteorology Education and Training website offers knowledge and instructional materials to help participants understand watersheds as our environmental home and the relationship between the weather and the health and protection of the environment. The materials are aimed at meteorologists, but can be useful for all educators. Free registration is required. https://www.meted.ucar.edu/training_module.php?id=218
 

 

Virginia Water Resources Research Center Online News and Information Services -- For more information about any of these three services, contact Alan Raflo at (540) 231-5463 or araflo@vt.edu.

 

-- Virginia Water Central News Grouper: available online at http://vawatercentralnewsgrouper.wordpress.com/; provides annotated links—grouped into categories—to water news items and sources of information on current water events. 

 

-- Quick Guide to Virginia Water-related Conferences, Workshops, and Similar Events: online at http://virginiawaterevents.wordpress.com/; provides basic information on various events happening in Virginia (mostly), including upcoming water-related government meetings.  

 

-- Virginia Water Radio:  available online at http://www.virginiawaterradio.org/; features two-minute segments on water-related sounds and music and how they relate to Virginia water resources.  

 
Tools with a Cost:

Why are Bees Disappearing? Bee the Change 
Find out why the bees are disappearing worldwide and how YOU can "Bee the Change." The internationally-acclaimed documentary Vanishing of the Bees, featuring eco-foodie Michael Pollan and narrated by Oscar-nominated Ellen Page (Juno,Inception), invites you to Bee the Change!

Honeybees have been mysteriously disappearing across the planet, literally vanishing from their hives. Honeybees pollinate one in every three bites of foods we eat and the mysterious phenomenon is known as Colony Collapse Disorder. Filming around the world, this documentary examines the alarming disappearance of honeybees and the greater meaning it holds about the relationship between mankind and mother Earth.

Bee the Change, a grassroots campaign, invites concerned citizens and eco-conscious organizations and schools to host screenings and use the film as a tool to raise awareness and/or funds for their own missions. An educational version of the film with accompanying study guide is also available for educators and homeschoolers. Filmmakers are available to speak. http://www.vanishingbees.com/host-a-screening/
Grants, Volunteers, and Funding:
GrantWrangler 
GrantWrangler is a free grants listing service that helps teachers find classroom grants for school funding. http://www.grantwrangler.com/
State Farm Good Neighbor Service-Learning Grant 
The State Farm Companies Foundation, through Youth Service America, offers grants for teachers, youth, and school-based service-learning coordinators to implement service-learning projects that culminate on Global Youth Service Day, April 20-22, 2012. Eligible programs engage youth in service-learning, promoting student learning, academic achievement, workplace readiness, and healthy communities. The deadline for application is November 9, 2011. http://www.ysa.org/goodneighbor
MLK Projects Funded
Youth Service America (YSA) and the Corporation for National and Community Service (CNCS) will support up to 16 Martin Luther King (MLK) Day Lead Organizers to coordinate 2012 MLK Day of Service activities. The goal of the MLK Day Lead Organizers program is to engage youth and adult volunteers on MLK Day of Service (Jan. 16) and throughout the year by encouraging families to serve together. Youth ages 5-25 and their families will focus on some of the nation's most pressing issues, such as education, health, environment, economic opportunity, and disaster relief. This grant program is open to nonprofit organizations, K-12 schools, and colleges and universities in all 50 states and DC. The application deadline is Nov. 18. Find out more.

School Gardens in the U.S., Canada, and U.K. Funded
Whole Kids Foundation: School Garden Grants 
The mission of the Whole Kids Foundation is to improve children's nutrition and wellness with the goal of ending the childhood obesity epidemic. The Foundation's School Garden Grants are provided to K-12 schools and nonprofit organizations in the U.S., Canada, and the United Kingdom that are developing or currently maintaining a school garden project that will help children engage with fresh fruits and vegetables. Grants of $2,000 are provided for garden projects at any stage of development - planning, construction, or operation. The application deadline is December 31, 2011. Visit the Foundation’s website to complete the online application.

Support for Solid Waste Management Projects in Rural Areas 
Department of Agriculture
The Solid Waste Management Grant Program provides support for activities designed to reduce or eliminate pollution of water resources and improve planning and management of solid waste sites in rural areas with populations below 5,500. Priority will be given to activities that serve rural associations with low income populations; provide technical assistance or training to staff of the associations being served; and serve regional, multi-state, or nationwide areas. Applications are due December 31, 2011.

Got news, job postings, events, or other information to share?  Want to brag about awards?  Hear about something that would be of interest to members? Send them to charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 

Please forward this to anyone that might be interested.  Want to be included on the TREE mailings?  Contact charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 
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