· Branching Out

November 19, 2010
The mission of Three Rivers Environmental Educators is to promote collaboration of resources and provide networking opportunities for environmental educators in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula areas of Virginia.  www.vanaturally.com/tree 
TREE meetings:
Our next meeting is set for Tuesday, January 25, 2011 at Menokin, the 1769 home site of Francis Lightfoot Lee, 4037 Menokin Road, Warsaw. I’ll send a reminder and directions as the time is closer.

We plan to have a presentation by a VA Riverkeeper, TBD; the topic came up at our recent meeting, and members asked what, exactly, a riverkeeper does, so we decided to pursue that for our next meeting.  

We’ll also plan to spend time talking about ideas and programs members have been involved in and are planning. We’ll exchange resources, too, so if you have any duplicates or other educational resources you want to share, please bring along.

We’ll meet at the usual time, 11:00 – 2:00 and have lunch together. Please bring your lunch.

Local Events:
Teacher at Sea 2011 Field Season
NOAA's Teacher at Sea program is now accepting applications for the 2011 field season.  The program accepts applications from currently employed, full-time educators in these categories: K-12 teachers and administrators; community college, college, and university teachers; museum and aquaria educators; and adult education teachers.  Thirty spots may be available.  The deadline for application is November 30, 2010. 
http://teacheratsea.noaa.gov/ 
Other Events:
Advancing Our Common Agenda: A Legislative Workshop
http://vcn.citizen-networks.org/site/Calendar/808490197?view=Detail&id=100621 When: December 4, 2010 (Online Registration Closes Dec. 2nd)
Time: 9:00 AM - 12:30 PM
Where: House Room 3, Capitol Building
(1000 Bank Street, Richmond VA 23219

Registration: $ 20.00

(Student rate: $10.00, please phone VCN 804-644-0283)

Today's school children don't get to vote. But they will inherit a world shaped by today's leaders. Will it be a Virginia with healthy rivers, open spaces and clean air?

The 2011 General Assembly is approaching fast. Decisions made in Richmond will effect our environment for years. Come learn what you can do to help restore our rivers, protect our open spaces and clean our air.

Join staff of environmental organizations, concerned citizens, and experts to learn about the conservation community's shared agenda for pro-environment reform. The workshop features training on environmental legislation in preparation for the 2011 General Assembly session. Each participant will also receive the latest Conservation Briefing book - a compendium of documents detailing policies that will move Virginia toward a more sustainable future. 

Agenda

9:00 Registration and Continental Breakfast
9:30 Welcome and Overview
10:00 Plenary Session: Highlights from the 2011 Common Agenda for Conservation
10:30 Break
10:45 Breakout Session A (pick one)
* Offshore Drilling and Coastal Protection
* Saving Civil War Battlefields
11:30 Breakout Session B (pick one)
* Getting Serious about Healthy Rivers
* Transportation Choices for Virginians
12:15 Optional working lunch with Sierra Club: "How and why to talk to lawmakers about the environment" 

Directions: Driving Directions or Google Map Direction [link at web site].

House Room 3 is accessible from the State Capital's Bank Street entrance. Street parking is free with no time limit on Saturdays. Parking is also available in the St. Paul's Episcopal Church garage on 8th Street between Grace and Franklin Streets.

Questions: Contact Dana Roberts at dana@vcnva.org  or 804.644.0283 

(Editors note:  TREE does not take a stand on political matters, try to influence its members to vote on issues, support candidates or otherwise get involved in political matters. The above is for individual members that may wish to get involved in the process.)

Wetland Plants: Know 'em & Grow 'em!
April 12th, 9am-4pm, Ernie Morgan Center, Norfolk
· Practice identifying wetland plants in the field. 

· Learn about their unique adaptations and their identifying characteristics. 

· Learn fun wetland plant activities you can use in the classroom & in the field. 

· Learn ways to ID and control invasive plants. 

· Understand the importance of native plants. 

· Gain valuable tools for exciting students about wetland plants and inspiration to construct schoolyard wetland habitats as permanent homes for plants.

$40 per person. Contact Katelin at teachwetlands@wetland.org, 410-745-9620
 
WOW! The Wonders of Wetlands!
January 26th, 9am-4pm, Ernie Morgan Center, Norfolk
Join us for this day long workshop where you will be introduced to wetland ecology, including soil, water & plants, as well as wetland functions and values through fun and interactive activities. Bring wetlands alive and into the classroom! $45 per person. Contact Katelin at teachwetlands@wetland.org, 410-745-9620
__._,_.___

Free Tools and other Cool Stuff

	The "How Do You Love Your Favorite Public Land?" Video Contest 

Deadline is December 1

	National Public Lands Day's video contest themed "How Do You Love Your Favorite Public Land?"  asks participants to create a video displaying what makes your public land special, the activities you enjoy doing there and how you help keep it thriving. The footage does not have to be from National Public Lands Day.  The deadline for entries is December 1. 

The grand prize winner will receive a $1,500 shopping spree from Mountain Hardwear. Three runners-up will receive $550 prize packages featuring items from CamelBak, Hi-Tec, Mountain Khakis and Patagonia. 

For more information, including complete rules and eligibility, visit the video contest web page.   

No purchase necessary.  All contest participants must be residents of the U.S. and meet all eligibility requirements.  Void where prohibited. 
Click here for complete Video Contest rules.

How Do We Explore? - Online
NOAA's Office of Ocean Exploration and Research, in partnership with The College of Exploration, offers free online professional development, providing educators with in-depth studies into specific ocean science content through the context of ocean exploration.  The online campus setting provides a venue for educators worldwide to meet, view keynote addresses given by ocean explorers, and ask questions of keynote speakers online.  Hands-on and inquiry-based activities, along with many other resources, are provided in a facilitated environment.  
 
How Do We Explore? Okeanos Explorer Online Teacher Professional Development is scheduled for January 24-February 11, 2011.  This three-week online workshop will introduce participants to the new Education Materials Collection for the NOAA Ship Okeanos Explorer, the first Federal ship dedicated to ocean exploration. Topics will include searching for anomalies, selecting sites for exploration, communication tools including telepresence technology, mapping techniques, water column study, and operating remotely operated vehicles.  The free workshop will be available 24/7, and archives will remain posted after the workshop. http://coexploration.org/oe/
http://oceanexplorer.noaa.gov/edu/development/online_development.html
Lifelines for High School Climate Change Education
Lifelines for High School Climate Change Education is a project to establish professional learning communities of high school teachers aimed at implementing effective teaching of climate change in existing courses.  The network participants will identify the best resources to use and share best practices.  If you are interested in joining, check out the information on the website.
http://www.lawrencehallofscience.org/gss/lifelines/
 
ROLE Model Webinars - Online
COSEE-Ocean Systems offers a Fall series of Research-Based Online Learning Event (ROLE) Model webinars featuring ocean scientists and educators from across the country.  Join scientists as they present marine science content through concept-map presentations of their research and hear from educators who've used concept mapping in their work in innovative ways.  The hour-long webinars are free and offer direct access to scientists as well as customizable, take-home resources.
http://cosee.umaine.edu/programs/webinars/upcomingwebinars/
Bob the Bunny Competition
This companion competition to the Volvo Adventure Award is aimed at young adventurers, aged 10-12.  Participants form a team, identify a local environmental issue, and create an A4 cartoon strip illustrating the issue and actions that can be taken to solve it.  The deadline for submission is February 28th 2011.
http://www.volvoadventure.org/home.aspx



Grants, Volunteers, and Funding:
Project Learning Tree Grants
Through a competitive application process, Project Learning Tree (PLT) will award grants to PLT-trained educators for service-learning projects that involve youth in all elements of planning, implementing, and maintaining a pollinator garden. Applicants should demonstrate how their GreenWorks! project will connect to the academic curriculum, and how it will be used as a real-life learning tool, teaching students to apply their knowledge and skills. Projects should also involve the local community and provide students opportunities to demonstrate learning and celebrate accomplishments.

In addition, webinars offering educator credits are available to teachers. Professional development topics to date include the basics of schoolyard gardens, and how studying bees and other pollinators in the field and classroom can help you teach science and meet standards. Put February 8, 2011 on your calendar to participate in a web seminar for teachers about how to design, plan, and create a schoolyard garden, offered through the National Science Teachers Association. 

To get details about the planned events and other pollinator programming opportunities in the 2010-11 school year, register to participate in PollinatorLIVE … and don’t forget, December 3rd is the deadline to apply for a PLT GreenWorks! pollinator garden grant!
Disney Planet Challenge
The Disney Planet Challenge Project-Learning Environmental Competition is an opportunity for teachers and students to join a project-based learning competition inspiring environmental stewardship.  Students in grades 3-8 identify an environmental issue in their local community and offer a solution that they manage and document from start to finish.  The deadline for registration is December 17, 2010. http://disney.go.com/planetchallenge/
Einstein Fellowship
The Albert Einstein Distinguished Educator Fellowship is a paid fellowship for K-12 math, science, and technology teachers.  Einstein Fellows spend a school year in Washington, D.C. serving in a federal agency or on Capitol Hill.  The deadline for application is January 4, 2011. http://www.trianglecoalition.org/fellows/einapp.htm
 
AmeriCorps State and National Grants
The Corporation for National and Community Service is looking for organizations across America to submit applications proposing how to use AmeriCorps members to address pressing social problems.  Focus issues include improving education, energy conservation, and more.  Organizations that have never received funding from the corporation or AmeriCorps are encouraged to apply for these grants.  The deadline for application is January 25, 2011.
http://www.americorps.gov/for_organizations/funding/nofa_detail.asp?tbl_nofa_id=83
 Dominion Foundation 
The Dominion Foundation supports nonprofit organizations dedicated to improving the economic, physical, and social health of the communities served by Dominion's companies in Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Maryland, Massachusetts, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Virginia, West Virginia, and Wisconsin. (A list of eligible communities is available under Frequently Asked Questions on the company's website.) The Foundation focuses its grantmaking in five general categories: health and human services, education, culture and the arts, civic and community development, and the environment. Most of the Foundation’s grants are in the $1,000 to $15,000 range. Requests may be submitted throughout the year. Visit the company’s website to take the online eligibility quiz. 

Tracks to Success
Writing a Powerful Grant Proposal
This 13-part series will provide a step-by-step guide for developing a successful grant proposal. The series will introduce the novice grant writer to the necessary components involved in crafting a winning proposal, and will also offer the experienced grant writer some new ideas for approaching this task. The first article will include three sample grant proposals provided by IdeaEncore. Written by GrantStation's CEO, Cynthia M. Adams, these articles will take you from A to Z in the grant writing process. Click on the link provided above to read Part 11: "Budget and Budget Narrative/Justification."

Got news, job postings, events, or other information to share?  Want to brag about awards?  Hear about something that would be of interest to members? Send them to charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 

Please forward this to anyone that might be interested.  Want to be included on the TREE mailings?  Contact charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 
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