· Branching Out

November 18, 2011
The mission of Three Rivers Environmental Educators is to promote collaboration of resources and provide networking opportunities for environmental educators in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula areas of Virginia.  www.vanaturally.com/tree 
TREE meetings:
The next TREE meeting will be at the Northumberland County Library from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and will feature marketing and educating in the 21st century using social media, pod casts, QR codes, and much more.  We have the room until 2 p.m.  Please bring a lunch and a friend to the meeting.
We need some program ideas and meeting places for the upcoming year.  Please send your ideas to charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 

Out-of-the-Area Events:
NOAA’S TEACHER AT SEA PROGRAM
Application Deadline: November 30, 2011
The mission of NOAA’s Teacher at Sea program is to give teachers a clearer insight into our ocean planet, a greater understanding of maritime work and studies, and to increase their level of environmental literacy by fostering an interdisciplinary research experience. Currently employed, full-time educators are eligible to apply for approximately 30 openings. http://teacheratsea.noaa.gov/ 

Wetlands 101 Teacher Workshop
Saturday, December 3, 8:30 am - 4:00 pm and Sunday, December 4, noon - 4 pm

Location: First Landing State Park Trail Center, Virginia Beach, VA

Cost: $20

Advanced registration is required. Attendance for the entire duration and both days of the workshop is required to receive certificate and workshop materials.

This one and one half day workshop provides a basic introduction to wetland function and dynamics and includes WOW!: The Wonders of Wetlands curriculum guide. Exploring wetland areas, teachers will develop a more in-depth understanding of the crucial role of wetland areas, how wetlands work and will leave with hands on activity you can use in your classroom and on your school grounds. Limit 25 teachers. The course is appropriate for elementary and middle school teachers. To register, contact Kris McKinnon at kris@lynnhaven2007.com or by calling 757-962-5398. Advanced registration is required no later than November 23rd. Payment must be received for space to be reserved. Limit 25 teachers.  

2012 Environment Virginia Conference: Call for Papers
Now through December 16th

We invite submissions from academia, business, government, organizations, students, and others. Make a bigger impact. Share the results of your research and case studies with more than 700 environmental leaders and decision-makers at the Commonwealth's premiere environmental conference, 10-12 April 2012. Submit an abstract online at www.vmi.edu/environmentva  , 7 November - 16 December 2011. Submissions should be no longer than 350 words. Abstracts should describe papers that will be presented in either a speed (5-minute) or a traditional (20-minute) format.

Topics: Submit abstracts relevant to the symposium theme, "Collaboration. Innovation. Results." Topics of particular interest include but are not limited to:

*             Chesapeake Bay TMDL & WIP

*             Stormwater Management

*             Emergency Response

*             Water Supply

*             Energy

*             Land & Historic Preservation

*             Zero Waste and Beyond

*             Agriculture

*             Ecology

*             Air Quality

*             Communications

*             Environmental Education

*             Sustainability in Higher Education

The deadline for submission is 16 December 2011. Authors of accepted papers must be available to present at the symposium, 10-12 April 2012. Notification of acceptance or non-acceptance will be sent via email by 18 January 2012. Registration is now open for attendees and exhibitors. Register here. http://emails.manageclients.net/t/r/l/iltiult/clthichl/m/  Early registration ends 9 December 2011.

Free Tools and other Cool Stuff

Toolkit for Teachers to Facilitate an Air Quality Workshop 

The EPA has developed "The Air Quality Workshop for Teachers: A Toolkit for Facilitators," designed to help K-12 teachers better understand air pollution issues and related health effects, experience hands-on activities, and gain insights into global warming. The toolkit includes everything needed for a workshop: agendas, hands-on activities, power point slides, recruitment notice, and more. Just change the logo, add your personal touch, and you are ready to begin! http://airnow.gov/index.cfm?action=learning.workshop_for_teachers 

Classroom Guides 
Edutopia offers free classroom guides and educational downloads with useful tips for teachers, school administrators, and parents. Check out tips for classroom management, teaching with new media, and more. http://www.edutopia.org/classroom-guides-downloads
Climate Change Starter's Guidebook 
This publication from the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) provides an introduction and overview for education planners and practitioners on the wide range of issues relating to climate change and climate change education, including causes, impacts, mitigation and adaptation strategies, as well as some broad political and economic principals. http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-view/news/the_climate_change_starters_guidebook/
Curriculum Based Programs 
The National Park Service offers links to education resources of more than 110 national parks through this website. The resources include virtual field trips, lesson plans, student activities, and more. http://www.nps.gov/learn/curriculum.cfm
Ecopath with Ecosim 

Ecopath with Ecosim is a free ecological/ecosystem modeling software suite. There are three main components: Ecopath - a static, mass-balanced snapshot of the system; Ecosim - a time dynamic simulation module for policy exploration; and Ecospace - a spatial and temporal dynamic module primarily designed for exploring impact and placement of protected areas. The website includes a user manual, tutorials, discussion forums, and more. http://www.ecopath.org/
 

Exploratorium Science Snacks
These simple hands-on activities are based on popular exhibits at San Francisco's Exploratrium. Each "miniature exhibit" contains a photograph, materials list, instructions, science explanations and interesting historical information. http://www.exploratorium.edu/snacks/index.html
The Global Water Experiment
Celebrate the 2011 International Year of Chemistry by participating in a global chemistry experiment open to K-12 students and teachers: Water: A Chemical Solution. http://water.chemistry2011.org/web/iyc  

GPS Lesson 
NOAA offers the lesson plan, I Know Where You Are! for students in grades 9-12 that introduces the basic principles of a Global Positioning System (GPS) and provides practice opportunities in locating specific features on a topographic map. The lesson plan includes extensions, background information, resources, learning procedures, student worksheets, and more. http://oceanservice.noaa.gov/education/lessons/where_you_are.html
Groundwater Story 
This online groundwater animation was produced by Leaping Media through Seattle Public Schools and in coordination with King County's Groundwater Protection Program. 

http://www.kingcounty.gov/environment/waterandland/groundwater/education/animation.aspx
LiMPETS Curriculum 
The Farallones Marine Sanctuary Association has completed a five-unit pilot curriculum for the LiMPETS Sandy Beach and Rocky Intertidal Programs. Evolved from a teacher handbook, this new curriculum offers scientific background materials and an array of classroom activities for grades 6 to 12. http://limpetsmonitoring.org/
National Science Foundation Education News 
The National Science Foundation education overview website links to news about NSF-funded educational materials, including classroom resources, reports on recent studies, and more. http://www.nsf.gov/news/overviews/education/
PBS LearningMedia 
Teachers' Domain is expanding into PBS LearningMedia. This educators' website offers more than 14,000 learning objects to supplement classroom curricula. Standards-aligned resources include videos, documents, images, and activities in math, science, social studies, and other core subjects. http://www.pbslearningmedia.org/
Sea Level Rise and Coastal Flooding Impacts Viewer 
NOAA's Coastal Services Center's Sea Level Rise and Coastal Flooding Impacts Viewer now includes all coastal counties in Texas, Mississippi, Alabama, and the Gulf Coast of Florida; new regions will be added in the future. This Digital Coast tool features coastal flooding scenarios coupled with photos of well-known locations that illustrate potential inundation; uncertainty maps; flood frequency information; and social and economic vulnerability information. http://www.csc.noaa.gov/digitalcoast/tools/slrviewer/
 

Storm QuickLook 
NOAA's Storm QuickLook provides a synopsis of near real-time oceanographic and meteorological observations at locations affected by a tropical cyclone.

http://co-ops.nos.noaa.gov/quicklook.shtml
Wetlands Ecology and Management Series 
The Northwest Center for Sustainable Resources has released the new curriculum series, Wetlands Ecology and Management. The series includes 7 modules, which are available by downloading from the website, as a CD, and as hard copy. 

http://www.ncsr.org/materials/WetlandsEcologyandManagementSeries.html
EPA's “Water is Worth It” Facebook Page and Water Tweets -- The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) Office of Water will be sharing news, events and information of interest through Facebook and Twitter. Find out what EPA and partners are doing to protect human health and the environment. Visit EPA's Water Is Worth It Facebook page, http://www.facebook.com/EPAWaterIsWorthIt, and follow tweets at http://twitter.com/epaowow.
New EPA Site for Students

The EPA launched the new Web site, "A Student’s Guide to Global Climate Change" devoted to educating 6-8th graders. The Web site covers the science, impacts to society and ecosystems, and solutions to climate change. The information is presented in videos, animations, interactive graphics, and "expeditions" where students can explore how climate change affects places around the world. This site can be used by teachers and educators to help develop class curriculum. 
http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/kids/ 

Tools with a Cost:

Into Eternity 

Into Eternity is a feature documentary exploring the mind-boggling scientific and philosophical questions long-term nuclear waste storage poses. The world's nuclear power plants have generated an estimated 300,000 tons of high-level radioactive waste that must be safely stored for 100,000 years or more. Every year, they generate another 12,000 metric tons of high-level waste. Into Eternity takes viewers deep into the Onkalo waste repository now under construction in Finland as it is being constructed and asks Onkalo representatives, scientists, theologians and others to address fundamental but challenging questions. http://www.videoproject.com/intoeternity.html
Jobs
Lots of positions this week.  Click on the blue links for more info.
Junior Program Support Specialist
J.M. Waller Associates, Inc.
Fairfax, VA

Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation Classified (Full-Time)Jobs


  Crow's Nest Mgr/Northern Region Steward (Environmental Spec. I) #00412 Closes 12/5/11 
  Eastern Operations Steward LE (Environmental Specialist I) Pos #00437 Closes 11/29/11 
  Natural Resource Specialist II (Chief Ranger), position # N9998, Closes 03/01/2012 
  Natural Resource Specialist II (Park Ranger-Law Enforcement) position # N9999, Closes 03/01/2012 
  Programs Mgr, Div of Stormwater Mgmt (Prog Adm Spec II, Band 5), #00753,
Virginia Director - Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay
www.allianceforthebay.org. 

Executive Director needed for Spearhead Trail System
www.spearheadtrails.com 
Executive Director Nanticoke Watershed Alliance

http://www.chesapeakenetwork.org/m.htm?m=v&hid=54024
Got news, job postings, events, or other information to share?  Want to brag about awards?  Hear about something that would be of interest to members? Send them to charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 

Please forward this to anyone that might be interested.  Want to be included on the TREE mailings?  Contact charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 
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