· Branching Out

October 7, 2011
The mission of Three Rivers Environmental Educators is to promote collaboration of resources and provide networking opportunities for environmental educators in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula areas of Virginia.  www.vanaturally.com/tree 
TREE meetings:
If you know a place and/or meeting topic for upcoming meetings, please contact Charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 

Local Events:
Belle Isle State Park offers “Going Batty” night hike on October 14, an “Owl Prowl” on October 21, “Ghosts and Legends” canoe trips on October 15 and 22, and an Audubon bird walk and a Family Fall Festival on October 29.  Visit www.virginiastateparks.gov and click on “Park Events” for more information.
Other Events:
	Green Interiors: 
eco-friendly home decorating
October 19th, 2011
$5 / FREE to FONE members

Register by October 14th 

 

 The Energy Efficient Home: 
prepping your home for winter
November 9th, 2011
$5 / FREE to FONE members

Register by November 4th 



	

	Keep Norfolk Beautiful presents Eco-D.I.Y. a series of classes designed to give simple energy-saving solutions to residents that they can do themselves. All classes take place at the Ernie Morgan Center, located in Lafayette Park, next to the Virginia Zoo. 

 

All classes take place at the Ernie Morgan Center, located in Lafayette Park in front of the Virginia Zoo. Register online or contact KNB at 441-1347 or knb@norfolk.gov. Space is limited; early registration is encouraged.




The Chesapeake Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve in VA (CBNERRVA) is pleased to offer: Grasses, Sedges and Rushes, Oh My! This 1-day workshop features in-depth lectures on the biology and identification of Virginia’s grasses, sedges and rushes. Portions of the afternoon session will include a “virtual lab” on some species discussed in the morning.  The workshop will be held on Wednesday, November 9, 2011 at the Virginia Institute of Marine Science, in Gloucester Point, VA. Registration for this workshop will open in October, but please Save the Date NOW!   
 
*The instructor, Dr. Douglas DeBerry, is a Research Assistant Professor of Environmental Science and Policy at the College of William and Mary, and a Senior Environmental Scientist, at VHB. Dr. DeBerry has worked in Virginia’s ecosystems for 17 years studying plant ecology, conservation, and restoration. His professional and academic endeavors have focused on wetland ecology and management, natural resource inventory, and ecosystem assessment models. As a member of the Advisory Board for the Flora of Virginia Project, he recently completed descriptions for all 196 of Virginia’s Carex species – the largest genus in the state.
Free Tools and other Cool Stuff

 

Toolkit for Teachers to Facilitate an Air Quality Workshop 

The EPA has developed "The Air Quality Workshop for Teachers: A Toolkit for Facilitators," designed to help K-12 teachers better understand air pollution issues and related health effects, experience hands-on activities, and gain insights into global warming. The toolkit includes everything needed for a workshop: agendas, hands-on activities, power point slides, recruitment notice, and more. Just change the logo, add your personal touch, and you are ready to begin! http://airnow.gov/index.cfm?action=learning.workshop_for_teachers
 

Travel Opportunities for Educators 

A diverse selection of travel and learning opportunities for educators is available for educators. EEinGeorgia offers a short list of travel opportunities on this webpage, with some upcoming deadlines for application.

http://eeingeorgia.org/core/item/page.aspx?s=93272.0.0.4863
ARTStem 
The focus of this website is on teaching and learning at the intersection of the ARTS, humanities, and the STEM disciplines. The ARTStem partnership was designed to bring together faculty from the University of North Carolina and public school educators to explore the relationship between learning and teaching in the arts and STEM fields. http://www.artstem.org/ 

 

Cachalot iTunes App 
Dive in with Duke University's Cachalot app, a free digital textbook designed for students enrolled in Duke's Marine Megafauna class, but free for everyone, everywhere. This mobile app lets anyone using an iPad tablet device access a vast virtual library of videos, photos, maps, audio, and descriptive text about some of the sea's most charismatic creatures. A new species profile will be released every week. http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/cachalot/id458866319?mt=8
 

Coastal Geotools 2011 

At the 2011 Coastal GeoTools conference, coastal professionals shared their geospatial knowledge and experience and developed new partnerships. Presentations are posted on the website. http://geotools.csc.noaa.gov/default.aspx
Digital Coast Newsletter 
NOAA's Digital Coast provides easy access to geospatial data, tools, training, and information used to address coastal resource management issues. Content continues to stream in from a variety of sources, including local, state, and Federal agencies. A quarterly newsletter is now available that provides users with updates on new content and notifications about upcoming webinars and other events. Join the Digital Coast mailing lists, Coastal Connections e-newsletter, and more.

http://www.csc.noaa.gov/publications/subscriptions.html
 

Earth Sciences Resources 
Intute: Earth Sciences offers free access to Internet resources for students, researchers, and practitioners in the physical sciences, specifically in astronomy, chemistry, earth sciences, materials science, physics, and general science. Available information includes lecture notes, text book chapters, tutorials, and more. While the website is no longer being updated, it offers links to many useful resources. Categories include Oceanography, glaciology, and more. http://www.intute.ac.uk/earthsciences/
 

Earth System Monitor          
The National Oceanographic Data Center's (NODC) Earth System Monitor will now be published online semi-annually. The free publication reports on NOAA environmental data and information programs, projects, and activities. Visit the website to view online issues or to be automatically notified by RSS feed. http://www.nodc.noaa.gov/General/NODCPubs/ESM/esm.html
 

Lessons from the Bay 
Lessons from the Bay helps Virginia school teachers of grades 3-6 incorporate into their classrooms a variety of activities and projects related to protecting and restoring the Chesapeake Bay watershed. The website includes a Project Action Guide, downloadable lesson plans, and more.

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/science/elementary/lessons_bay/index.shtml
Meaningful Watershed Educational Experience Resources 
The Virginia Department of Environmental Quality hosts Virginia Naturally, with links to many K-12 education resources. http://www.deq.state.va.us/vanaturally/mwee/mwee_curriculum.html
 

Virginia's Water Resources-A Tool for Teachers 
This downloadable book offers information and activities for teachers to support interdisciplinary and problem-based teaching about watersheds, water quality, stewardship, and management issues.   

http://www.longwood.edu/cleanva/teachersvawatercurriculum.htm
Grants, Volunteers, and Funding:
Connecting Math to Other Subjects Grants 
This grant from the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics funds the creation of classroom materials or lessons connecting mathematics to other fields for grades 9-12. The deadline for application is November 11, 2011.

http://www.nctm.org/resources/content.aspx?id=1328
North American Wetlands Conservation Act Small Grants 

The North American Wetlands Conservation Act provides matching small grants to organizations and individuals who have developed partnerships to carry out wetlands conservation projects in the United States for the benefit of wetlands-associated migratory birds and other wildlife. The deadline for application is October 27, 2011.

http://www.fws.gov/birdhabitat/Grants/NAWCA/Small/index.shtm
Jobs
Virginia State Parks now has openings in its Park Ranger-Law Enforcement and Chief Ranger-Law Enforcement pools.  Candidates will undergo physical and mental-health evaluations and be placed in a pool for future interviews.  Visit www.dcr.virginia.gov   and click “Jobs”
Youth Conservation Corps Crew Supervisor positions for Virginia State Parks are now open.  Applicants can only apply on line at http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/state_parks/ycc.shtml
 

Crew Supervisors will receive a $1,800 at the end of the three weeks program. A set fee of $350.00 will be provided to cover transportation cost to any required training and travel to and from the park(s) of assignment
 

Individuals have until 1 February 2012 to apply.

Volunteer Opportunities 
VIMS in Gloucester has opportunities to make reef balls that are placed on area waters as potential habitat.  Dates are October 11, 12, and 13. Contact Tommy Leggett or Laura Englelund at 757-622-1964 x 301 for more information.

Seeking Pilot Teachers 
EduPERCS (Partnering Educators and Researchers in Collaborative Science) is looking for a few interested teachers to help pilot the EduPERCS initiative. The purpose of the initiative is to get cutting-edge, exciting science to traditionally underserved youth. They are partnering teachers with research scientists. The teams will maintain email contact through the school year, with the scientists sharing their research projects and the teachers sharing what they learn about the projects with their students. Hurry - only a few spots remain for this year. http://edupercs.weebly.com/
 

Teacher Evaluators Wanted 

Grade 9-12 science, technology, engineering, or mathematics (STEM) teachers are invited to participate in an opportunity to help evaluate the effectiveness of a new online graduate course, Global Climate Change Education for High School, by serving as a Control Teacher. http://gw.vtrenz.net/?STPSIO8WD4
Got news, job postings, events, or other information to share?  Want to brag about awards?  Hear about something that would be of interest to members? Send them to charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 

Please forward this to anyone that might be interested.  Want to be included on the TREE mailings?  Contact charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 
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