· Branching Out

October 21, 2011
The mission of Three Rivers Environmental Educators is to promote collaboration of resources and provide networking opportunities for environmental educators in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula areas of Virginia.  www.vanaturally.com/tree 
TREE meetings:
Please let me know of meeting ideas and venues.  Charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov
Local Events:
Grasses, Sedges and Rushes, Oh My!
November 9, 2011

The Chesapeake Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve in VA (CBNERRVA) is pleased to offer: Grasses, Sedges and Rushes, Oh My! This 1-day workshop features in-depth lectures on the biology and identification of Virginia's grasses, sedges and rushes. Portions of the afternoon session will include a "virtual lab" on some species discussed in the morning.   The workshop will be held on Wednesday, November 9, 2011 at the Virginia Institute of Marine Science, in Gloucester Point, VA. REGISTRATION: There is no charge for this workshop, but *pre-registration is required.

Other Events:

Wilderness Survival Weekend
November 5-6, 2011, Beyond Back Bay...False Cape State Park

False Cape State Park invites adults, ages 21 and up, for a fun-filled weekend of hiking and

exploring the wilderness of Virginia Beach while learning tips and tricks on how to survive.

Weekend activities provide an opportunity to experience the outdoors and practice survival skills in a wilderness environment. Learn how to identify coastal native plants and discover how they can be used for survival, how to purify water, build shelters, make fire without matches and track wild animals.

Registration Information:

1. To attend the Wilderness Survival Weekend you must be at least 21 years of age. Space is

limited to 20 persons. The cost is $100/person and is due upon registration.

2. Call the Park's Reservation Center at 1-800-933-PARK to make payment and to receive a

Reservation Number.

3. Request a brochure with a registration form from False Cape State Park, (757) 426-7128

or email falsecape@dcr.virginia.gov.

Keep Norfolk Beautiful Eco-D.I.Y: The Energy Efficient Home
Wednesday, November 9th, 6-8pm

Topic: Increasing your home's energy efficiency for the winter

Speaker: Ben Kershner, Ecovative Energy

Fee: $5 / Free for FONE members

Discover how simple it can be for your home to be warm and cozy this winter through better energy usage ! Register by November 2nd. Keep Norfolk Beautiful presents Eco-D.I.Y. a three-part series of classes designed to give simple energy-saving solutions to residents that they can do themselves. All three classes take place at the Ernie Morgan Center, located in Lafayette Park, next to the Virginia Zoo. 

Project Learning Tree Workshop - Jefferson Lab
Saturday, 12 November 2011, 9:00 am - 3:00 pm

Jefferson Lab VARC Classroom,  

628 Hofstadter Road, Newport News, Va. 23606

Free! (Registration is free but seating is limited . . . so register early!)

Want to learn exciting hands on, indoor and outdoor activities that investigate interdisciplinary topics? Want to gain background knowledge in physical, life and environmental sciences? Then check out this Project Learning Tree workshop! Participants receive Recertification Points and the PLT PreK-8 Environmental Education Activity Guide, correlated to national and state academic standards. ** We will have a working lunch, so don't forget to bring food. ** To register contact:

Brita R. Hampton 757-269-7633 or  hampton@jlab.org 

Creating Leaders: Strategies for Developing the Next Generation of High Performing Managers in the Public Sector
Identifying the human capital potential within the workforce and cultivating excellence in leadership
February 7, 2012 ~ Arlington, Virginia
Click HERE to register at the early-bird discount


Attendees of this program will learn how to:
- Integrate succession planning into an overall organizational and human capital strategy capable of sustaining effective leadership

- Identify, cultivate, train, and retain potential leaders within the organization

- Design and implement a development and mentoring program that cultivates essential leadership skills like decision-making, listening, negotiation, knowledge transfer, conflict resolution and managing change and diversity

- Nurture an organizational culture that supports the visibility and cultivation of high potential individuals and future leaders

- Explore and utilize the most effective feedback, insight, and assessment tools to assist the selection process and craft an incisive,   individualized development program

- Integrate a keen awareness of the value of diversity in a succession process that is not blind to the range of talent and potential in the organization
Environment Virginia Symposium
April 10 - 12, 201, VIRGINIA MILITARY INSTITUTE - LEXINGTON, VA

Collaboration, Innovation, Results - Building relationships among the public and private sectors. Exchanging information, technologies & services. Promoting ecological sustainablility & economic prosperity.

Attendee and Exhibitor Registration: Registration is now open for attendees and exhibitors. This year we have added sponsorship opportunities for the Tuesday Receptions and the Wednesday Banquet. Exhibitor Registration. Attendee Registration. Choose your exhibit space today and get access to face time with leaders important to the success of your business, innovative solutions to environmental and energy challenges, valuable connections, sustainable best practices and technologies, and Continuing Education Units.

Program: The Symposium theme this year is Collaboration, Innovation, Results. The full program will be developed through a combination of invited plenary speakers, invited break-out session presenters, and presenters chosen based on submitted abstracts. Stay tuned for further developments.

Call For Papers: We are pleased to announce a call for papers for the 23rd Annual Environment Virginia Symposium. Submit an abstract according to the instructions on the call for papers web page. Abstracts will be accepted online 7 November - 16 December 2011.  http://emails.manageclients.net/t/ViewEmail/r/A189DBAA5C6FB956/F0DAB059D3AC0149AF060D6555554232  

 

Informal Educator Workshop offered at the Virginia Aquarium
Date TBD 2012, Virginia Aquarium

From novice to expert, informal education practitioners typically have limited opportunities to reflect effectively upon their practice as a means to inform and improve their communication skills. Participants will have fun with engaging activities that lead to introspection about their practice. Activities draw on current research on learning and teaching in museums, and include topics: learning styles, constructing knowledge, and conversations. Discussions encourage participants to reflect upon individual, programmatic, and institutional practices. Activities based on programs designed by the Lawrence Hall of Science and funded by IMLS and NSF. For more information contact Karen Burns at kpburns@virginiaaquairum.com or 757/385-0272

Register for a Variety of Trainings for classroom and community educators: 2011-2012 Watershed Educators Institute, VAST PDI, the New Science Teacher Academy, or other trainings; or to request Project WET, WILD, Underground or PLT workshop, visit  http://www.vanaturally.com/vanaturally/summer.html  

Free Tools and other Cool Stuff

Green Your Halloween
With over 36 million children expected to participate in trick-or-treating activities each year, the impact on the environment from the candy wrappers to the plastic costumes can be substantial.  Try these simple tips to reduce your impact this Halloween.  Consider using online invitations ( www.evite.com or www.regards.com) for your Halloween party and buying organic, fair trade treats instead of the standard fare.  Check out YummyEarth for organic gummy bears and lollipops and look for Endangered Species chocolate in your local grocery store.  For more helpful tips like making homemade costumes, finding reusable candy bags, and purchasing biodegradable decorations, visit greenhalloween.org or http://www.treehugger.com/files/2007/02/how-to-go-green-halloween.php.

Free Boater’s Guide: Captain John Smith Chesapeake National Historic Trail -- This guide is for boaters of all types of vessels and all skill levels. Whether you paddle, sail, or motor, whether you are a novice or a veteran boater, you’ll find the information you need to follow in Smith’s wake along the main stem of the Bay and all the rivers he traveled. In this first guide to America’s first national water trail, Chesapeake expert John Page Williams suggests itineraries for each area explored by Smith and tells what you need to know for exploring the areas today. The Boater’s Guide is loaded with links to take you to trail access points and resources where you can learn even more. A Boater’s Guide to the Captain John Smith Chesapeake National Historic Trail is a joint project of the National Park Service, the Chesapeake Conservancy, and the Chesapeake Bay Foundation.  Available for free download at http://www.smithtrail.net/things-to-do/water-trail-adventures.aspx#boaters.

StreamWatch Study Results Posted -- Beginning in spring 2007, StreamWatch set out to study relationships between land use, stream habitat, and stream biology in the Rivanna River watershed. More than 120 volunteers, interns, environmental professionals, and academics helped gather, manage, and analyze data from 51 sites and their watersheds. To see the key findings and more information about the study, see http://streamwatch.org/lus.  If you have questions, please contact Rose Brown, Director, StreamWatch, at 434-962-3527, rose@streamwatch.org, or John Murphy, Science Advisor, StreamWatch, 434-242-1145, johnmurphy@streamwatch.org.

Great American Can Roundup
Register by December 15th

The Can Manufacturers Institute, the national trade association of can manufacturers and their suppliers, is giving away a $1,000 per state to the top per capita school and an additional $5,000 to the top recycling school for a total of $56,000. Your school could win up to $6,000, plus the value of the cans and the chance to win $50 pizza cards. Put your school in contention by going to www.cancentral.com/RoundUp and register by December 15th to be eligible for the School Recycling Challenge. There you will find everything needed to build recycling enthusiasm and rally the community for the win.

 NATURE'S OWN STIMULUS PACKAGE: 7 Ways to Improve Our Lives in Tough Economic Times 
For many stressed-out families, spending more time in the natural world - a nature stimulus package - may be just what the doctor and the economist ordered. Here are a few of the benefits, updated from an earlier post: ...Child and Nature Network Click on title above to go to website.
 

Facing the Future - Spark your students' desire to learn through Facing the Future's Connecting Students to the World: Engaging K-3 Lessons for Literacy, Science, and Social Studies. Connecting Students to the World is a research based, teacher-tested resource that is aligned with language arts, science, social studies, and Common Core standards in all fifty states. It easily integrates into core classroom teaching and helps create a hands-on exploration of global issues and sustainability while incorporating new skills in language arts, science and social studies. Download Free Preview Unit: Humans & the Environment.  

 

The Everday Environmentalist from the Nature Conservancy http://www.nature.org/greenliving/gogreen/everydayenvironmentalist/index.htm  

 

Quarterly Updates from the Natural Teachers Network 
Share and learn from other "Natural Teachers" by joining the NTN group and adding to the discussion. We hope to see you all on C&NN Connect. Join the Natural Teachers Network 

 

Virginia Herpetological Society - NEW Kid's Page!
 http://www.virginiaherpetologicalsociety.com/education/kids/kids.htm  
Grants and Funding:
Request for Proposals: Chesapeake Capacity Building Initiative -- Deadline:  December 2, 2011 (5:00 p.m.) -- The Chesapeake Bay Funders Network, Chesapeake Bay Trust and the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation are pleased to announce a new initiative to build the capacity of grassroots watershed and river organizations that will help advance ambitious local restoration and protection plans.  Grants and technical assistance will be provided to increase the effectiveness of organizations that protect and restore rivers and watersheds, increasing their power to advance local watershed protection priorities through collaborative strategies.  Applications must be submitted via the Trust's on-line application system.  Successful applicants will be notified of their participation in February, 2012.  Capacity building grants will be awarded and trainings will begin in May, 2012. A copy of the RFP and application instructions can be found at www.cbtrust.org and www.cbtrustgrants.org.   
Got news, job postings, events, or other information to share?  Want to brag about awards?  Hear about something that would be of interest to members? Send them to charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 

Please forward this to anyone that might be interested.  Want to be included on the TREE mailings?  Contact charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 
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