· Branching Out

January 28, 2011
The mission of Three Rivers Environmental Educators is to promote collaboration of resources and provide networking opportunities for environmental educators in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula areas of Virginia.  www.vanaturally.com/tree 
TREE meetings:
Speakers have changed for the spring and fall meetings.

Spring meeting:  Mike Hayslett of Sweet Briar College will be our speaker for the April 5 meeting at Hughlett Point Natural Area Preserve in Northumberland County.  We will gather at nearby Shiloh School. Directions will be sent before the event.
April is the peak season of vernal pool activity and a chance to observe fairy shrimp, jelly masses of Spotted Salamanders and see the feathery gills of marbled salamander tadpoles up close.  Leave with an unforgettable impression of how diverse and life-rich these small wetland ecosystems are, and why we should care and work to preserve them.  It’s an opportunity that comes once a year and only lasts a few months, so don’t miss this opportunity.

Summer meeting:  July.  Date and time to be determined.  Any ideas are welcome.
Fall meeting: We are excited to have Teta Kain of Gloucester scheduled for our meeting on September 27. Location TBD
Teta will present a program on Dragon Run, a magnificent, pristine site on the Middle Peninsula.  See more about Teta and Dragon Run at http://www.baygateways.net/dragonrun.cfm. Be sure to listen to the sound clip! 

Local Events:
February 9: Naked Tree Walk at Belle Isle State Park; 10 am to noon 

Led by Rich Steensma and Mike Aherron, Virginia Department of Forestry
Explore forested wetlands at Belle Isle State Park while learning about their value to wildlife and the ecosystem.  Belle Isle is home to several frog species and salamanders that depend on forested wetlands.  We will explore trees while they are “naked”, or without their leaves.  Visitors should meet at the Camp Store.  This walk is conducted outside, so visitors should dress for the weather.
Livable Neighborhood Leader Course
Friends of the Rappahannock staff members will provide you with the materials, training, and ongoing support to be a leader in your community in promoting water quality and water efficiency.  Learn how to create, teach, and motivate a team of friends, neighbors, and/or colleagues.  Your team will choose from 32 activities to promote water quality and conservation.  This program is not only easy and effective, but fun!

Sat., Feb. 5, 2011; 10am-2pm; $30 (lunch included) at King George High School
Call (540)373-3448x115 or email education@riverfriends.org to register or for more information. 
*All leaders who complete the course and program will receive a free rain barrel!*
Local Wildlife News:
The Rusty Blackbird Winter Blitz – From January 29th through February 13th, get outside and go searching for Rusty Blackbirds! This national Blitz is organized by the Smithsonian Institution and is designed to find out as much as possible about one of our most rapidly declining North American birds. Please get outside, search for Rusties, and report your results (whether you find them or not) in Virginia eBird! For more information, including detailed instructions regarding Blitz protocol, please visit here. 
 The Great Backyard Bird Count, a joint project of the National Audubon Society and Cornell Lab of Ornithology, is happening once again this coming February, the 18th through the 21st. This important citizen science project helps ornithologists take a snapshot of wintering bird populations throughout North America year after year. Additionally, this event is open to bird counters of all ages and experience levels, so please join in! For more information, see http://birdsource.org/gbbc.  

Sea Turtle Cold Stunning Season is Here
With water temperatures dropping quickly, sea turtles, which are cold-blooded reptiles, are finding themselves in trouble all over the East Coast. Due to the surrounding cold waters, some of these animals may appear deceased but are actually in a coma, and require IMMEDIATE ATTENTION! If you come across any sea turtle swimming, floating, or stranded on the beach, stay with it and please call the Virginia Aquarium Stranding Response Team at 757-437-6159. 
Other Events:
Winter Wildlife Festival
January 28th-30th
Would you like to know more about the Snow Geese who visit us in the winter? Maybe you are more interested in Whale Watching or owls in First Landing State Park.  There is something for everyone at the Winter Wildlife Festival.  It will be an action packed weekend with something to interest all wildlife lovers. 
For more information on the wide variety of programs and how to register, visit the City's website at www.vbgov.com/winterwildlife.

Reptile Weekend at the Virginia Living Museum – February 19th-21st – Come on down to the Virginia Living Museum for the third of five TogetherGreen events as part of a partnership between the Virginia Living Museum and the Virginia IBA Program! During the weekend, visit this gem of Newport News and enjoy three days of native and exotic reptiles, including live animal programs, exhibitors, children’s crafts and activities. Please visit the Virginia Living Museum website for more details.
The Virginia IBA Program, James River Park System and Richmond Audubon Society will be teaming up for a series of four Great Blue Heron Rookery walks this coming spring at the James River Park System’s Pipeline Walk. Tentative times and dates for this program are 10AM-12PM on Saturdays, February 12th and 26th and Saturdays, March 12th and 26th.
Ocean Exploration Workshop
NOAA's Ocean Exploration Program and partners offer professional development workshops for science teachers.  Participants will receive the curriculum with CD-ROM's, certificates of participation, and more.  Contact the noted educator for registration and more information. 

 

March 5, 2011 with Nauticus, The National Maritime Center in Norfolk, Virginia, a follow-up Learning Ocean Science through Ocean Exploration workshop.  The deadline for registration is February 18, 2011.  Contact Jennifer Tabor at jennifer.tabor@norfolk.gov; http://oceanexplorer.noaa.gov/edu/development/development.html
News You Can Use:
AMNH Young Naturalist Awards - Entry deadline March 1

The Young Naturalist Awards from the American Museum of Natural History is an inquiry-based science competition for students in grades 7-12 to promote participation and communication in science. Students plan a research project and submit a final report, including an essay and artwork or photographs. Awards include cash prizes and certificates of recognition. Winning essays will be posted on the museum's website. Learn more
Igniting Creative Energy Challenge - Early bird entry deadline February 18, Final entry deadline March 4

Johnson Controls invites K-12 students and teachers to enter the Igniting Creative Energy (ICE) Challenge by submitting their energy efficiency ideas. Now in its 10th year, this year's competition includes ICE Water, a new water conservation category. Five grand prize winners will receive a trip to the United States Energy Efficiency Forum in Washington, D.C., June 15-16, 2011. Other prizes include energy efficiency-related items and the opportunity to receive a charitable donation. Entries postmarked by February 18 will qualify for additional early bird prizes. ICE is a partnership program developed by Johnson Controls and the National Energy Foundation. Additional services provided by Kohler Co.  

Learn more
Designing Your Schoolyard Habitat Project Webinar - February 3

The National Wildlife Federation's Schoolyard Habitats Program is offering a free webinar entitled "Designing Your Schoolyard Habitat Project." The webinar will cover the special design and project planning considerations for installing a habitat on school grounds and utilizing a habitat for teaching. Learn more
Americans' Knowledge of Climate Change
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This Yale Project on Climate Change Communication has released this new report Americans' Knowledge of Climate Change, about what Americans understand about the impact of climate system and solutions to global warming. View the full report:  http://environment.yale.edu/climate/news/knowledge 
Innovative “Nourish” Food Literacy Curriculum Now Available

A new standards-aligned middle school curriculum released by WorldLink and the Center for Ecoliteracy invites students and teachers to consider the question: “What’s the story of my food?” The Nourish: Food + Community curriculum and companion DVD are part of a multi-year educational initiative designed to open a meaningful conversation about food and sustainability. The initiative combines PBS programming, Web site content, teacher seminars, and youth summits to increase food literacy.  http://nourishlife.org 
Climate Reel

Climate Reel offers a collection of NASA's videos and visualizations of climate change. The website highlights popular videos and offers lists of videos organized by theme.    Each video explores a different aspect of climate change, and encourages the viewer to explore the topic further. http://climate.nasa.gov/ClimateReel/
Dynamic Bird Migration Maps

eBird, a joint project of the Cornell Lab and Audubon, with the help of bird watchers and high-performance computing, has released fifteen dynamic maps capturing the ebb and flow of bird migration.  See the maps in action, and check out the other resources on the website, including links to games, news, and more.
http://ebird.org/content/ebird/news/ebird-animated-occurrence-maps
 
ES 2000: Endangered Species of the Next Millennium

This student-designed website provides an overview of endangered species issues, including definitions, background on biological classification, and history of extinction. The website outlines causes of population decline and provides case studies.  There is an A-Z listing of endangered species, multimedia, facts, and more.
http://library.thinkquest.org/25014/english.index.shtml
One Species at a Time Podcasts
The Encyclopedia of Life is launching a series of podcasts called "One Species at a Time" with a focus on biodiversity and public participation. Each podcast features a 3-5 minute audio report, a Meet the Scientist feature and an Extra's page with interesting information, as well as ways for listeners to connect with nature.http://education.eol.org/podcast
Science Comedian, Lab Out Loud

Brian Malow is a science comedian and video correspondent for Time.com. Check out the Lab Out Loud YouTube clips about walking into a bar ("Bacteria walk into a bar.  The bartender says, 'We don't serve bacteria here.'  The bacteria say, but we're staph.'") and evolution.  And while you're spending time with these short clips, check out the rest of the Lab Out Loud episodes. 
http://laboutloud.com/2010/12/episode-55-science-comedian-brian-malow/
Smithsonian Lesson Plans

Smithsonian lesson plans emphasize inquiry-based learning using primary sources and museum collections.  Each plan is print-friendly and provides all the materials needed-photographs, reproductions, handouts, activities, suggested strategies, standards information, and additional online resources.  Browse lesson plans by subject area or search by grade levels and keywords.  Check out Tale of a Whale and Why It Can Be Told, Tomorrow's Forecast: Oceans and Weather, and more.
http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/educators/lesson_plans/lesson_plans.html
 
Solutions for The Oceans

Solutions is a nonprofit print and online publication dedicated to showcasing ideas for solving the world's integrated ecological, social, and economic problems.   Solutions for The Oceans is a special issue of the magazine inspired by a meeting at the Smithsonian to get Beyond the Obituaries and look for marine solutions.  It will be published mid-January. http://www.thesolutionsjournal.com/
Back to School: Back Outside!
The National Wildlife Federation recently released a report, entitled Back to School: Back Outside! How Outdoor Education and Outdoor School Time Create High Performance Students, linking environmental education with psychological, cognitive, and educational outcomes. This report summarizes the available studies on the role of outdoor learning programs and outdoor play time in furthering children's overall education: improving their lifelong learning skills, prospects for career success and school test scores.
http://www.nwf.org/Get-Outside/~/media/PDFs/Be%20Out%20There/Back%20to%20School%20full%20report.ashx
The Virginia Department of Education and the Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries Developed a New Curriculum for teaching about Virginia Animals and their Habitat
Virginia Animals and Their Habitat Unit is a model second-grade cross-curricular unit developed by the Virginia Departments of Education & Game and Inland Fisheries that integrates the content areas of science, language arts, mathematics, and history and social science; and addresses 40 grade-two Virginia Standards of Learning. Students will develop an understanding of Virginia animals and their habitats through active research, investigation and data collection, mathematical analysis, and communication. The unit utilizes inquiry, student teamwork, project-based learning, student journals, and fosters responsible actions toward wildlife and related natural resources.

Lessons and activities from Project WILD, a national wildlife education program, are woven throughout the Virginia Animals and their Habitats unit. Project WILD links students and wildlife through wildlife-based conservation and environmental education. It is based on the premise that young people and educators have a vital interest in learning about our natural world.  

Bay Link is an educational site centered on the Chesapeake Bay estuary, the people living on its drainage area, and the effect the various natural and human forces have on the Bay. Teachers are invited to submit lesson plans that they have used pertaining to watershed education and the bay or use lesson plans posted on-line by their colleagues from this site. Get ideas for field trips, student projects, and available media.

Electronic Version of OAT Available

An electronic version of the Organization Assessment Tool (OAT) is now available online. The OAT is available in Word and Adobe files. You may use the Word file to adapt the OAT to the specific self-assessment needs of your organization. Also provided are two Excel spreadsheets to facilitate the recording and tallying of self-assessment responses.
To get you started EETAP has provided a brief PowerPoint presentation that introduces the OAT. The presentation answers questions such as:
· What is organization assessment?
· What is the OAT?
· Who can use the OAT?
· How can the OAT help individuals and organizations?
EETAP has a small supply of paper copies of the OAT remaining. If you prefer paper copies for you or your team please complete the online order form. Copies of the OAT are free and will be shipped at no charge within North America while supplies last. The paper version of the OAT is soft cover, 69 pages, and 9" X 6". 
Access the electronic version of the slide presentation, OAT, and spreadsheets: 
http://www.eetap.org/pages/dynamic/web.page.php?pa 
Green Teacher's Webinar Survey for Formal/Non-Formal Educators

From February through November, Green Teacher will host 30 one-hour, free webinars on weekday evenings on a variety of environmental education topics of interest to formal and/or non-formal youth educators. For more information, visit www.greenteacher.com. Until February 9th, we are seeking your suggestions of potential presenters and topics that would be of greatest interest. Please take the survey:  http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/76KDMXX 
Yogi Bear to Help Kids "Be Out There"

National Wildlife Federation is teaming up with the film Yogi Bear to inspire kids and families to learn about wildlife and get outside in their neighborhood or favorite park. Visit "Be Out There" Web site to find out how to make being outdoors an easy, fun, and healthy part of everyday life!

Everyone’s favorite pic-a-nic basket-stealing bear comes to the big screen in Yogi Bear, a live-action/CG animated adventure in 3D.

Download the NWF Official Yogi Bear Activity Guide for more outdoor fun, games, and crafts. Meet Ranger Rick and find out more about our national parks and how you can help by Adopting a Wildife Acre. 
www.nwf.org/about/nwf-at-the-movies/yogi-bear.aspx
Grants, Volunteers, and Funding:
Virginia Naturally 

 HYPERLINK "javascript:void(0);/*1294333139952*/" Classroom and Partner Grants
Deadline January 30, 2011
These grants are available to classroom teachers as well as environmental education organizations and educators. Activities that are eligible for funding include restoration, enhancement, protection and monitoring projects and investigative or experimental design activities that foster academic success, reinforce responsible citizenship, and give children the tools they need to contribute to a healthy and enduring environment.

Toyota TAPESTRY Grants for Science Teachers - Application deadline February 23 
Toyota TAPESTRY recognizes outstanding K-12 science teachers who are making a difference by demonstrating excellence and creativity in science teaching. Fifty large grants of $10,000 each will be awarded this year to K-12 science teachers in the United States. To apply for funding, qualified teachers must write a Toyota TAPESTRY proposal according to the proposal requirements. Learn more
Jobs
New Job Postings – New job opportunities have been posted to the VWMC Career Center Webpage: http://www.vwrrc.vt.edu/vwmc/careercenter.asp 

 New openings are listed frequently so continue to check this site often if you are looking for a new job.  If you are an employer and wish to advertise your opening on the VWMC web site, send the announcement to vwmc@vt.edu. 
Position opening:  Watershed Restoration Director 

The Nature Conservancy seeks an experienced conservation professional to lead the implementation of strategies in predominantly rural landscapes that improve water quality and habitat in the Chesapeake Bay basin.

Focused primarily on the eastern shore of Maryland, but also working collaboratively with staff in Delaware, Pennsylvania and Virginia, the Watershed Restoration Director will coordinate the Conservancy's work in priority watersheds to achieve effective and efficient reductions in nutrients and sediments through the use of BMPs and habitat restoration.

For more information and to apply, please visit https://careers.nature.org/psp/P89HTNC_APP/APPLICANT/HRMS/c/HRS_HRAM.HRS_CE.GBL Job # is 12798.  Closes on January 31, 2011.
Ecology School Manager for the James River Association

The James River Association
The mission of the James River Association (JRA) is to be guardian of the James River, a 340-mile tributary of the Chesapeake Bay running through the heart of Virginia. We provide a voice for the river and take action to promote conservation and responsible stewardship of its natural resources. We achieve these goals through four core programs: Watershed Restoration; Education and Outreach; River Advocacy; and our Riverkeeper program. 

Position summary: 
The full-time Ecology School Manager helps inspire the next generation of stewards of the James River by planning, promoting, and delivering exceptional environmental education experiences to students and the public through the implementation of a residential field program at the James River Ecology School on Presquile National Wildlife Refuge near Hopewell, VA, and by assisting in all JRA education activities.  

Salary: $25,000 - $30,000, commensurate with experience. JRA offers a comprehensive benefits package and a dynamic and flexible work environment. 

To apply for this position please mail or email your resume and cover letter to: 
Gabe Silver
James River Association
9 South 12th Street, 4th Floor
Richmond, VA 23219 

Email: gsilver@jrava.org 

Deadline for Applications: February 1st, 2011
Position Start: Early Spring, 2011

James River Association Website
Maritime Educators on Historic Buy Boats

Living Classrooms of the National Capital Region (LC-NCR) is a non-profit organization, operated for the benefit of the community at large, providing hands-on experiential education, staff development and job training, with a special emphasis on at-risk youth and groups from diverse backgrounds.     

Maritime Educators: LC-NCR is seeking two maritime educators and one lead maritime educator for the historic buy boats, M/V Half Shell and M/V Mildred Belle.   These vessels operate trips that teach hands-on science to youth 3rd through 12th grade in the DC metropolitan area during day and overnight camping trips on the Potomac and Anacostia Rivers, as well as the Chesapeake Bay.  All positions will teach educational programs and serve as crew of the boats, maintaining the safety of all students and assisting in maintenance projects.  The lead educator position aboard the Mildred Belle will have additional oversight and responsibilities regarding educational programming, in coordination with the Program Director.    

 These are salaried positions, with medical, dental, and life insurance provided. For a detailed job description, please visit job postings on the LC-NCR website. To apply for educator positions, please send cover letter and resume to Janelle Phillips, Program Director Shipboard Programs, jphillips@livingclassroomsdc.org
 For more information on this position please visit: job postings And to apply, please send cover letter and resume to: Andrew Samworth, Fleet Captain, asamworth@livingclassroomsdc.org. 

Pocahontas State Park in Chesterfield Virginia has a job opening for a Wage/Part-time Education Support Specialist II.

The successful candidate will be responsible for developing, planning and implementing natural, historical and educational programs at the park and through community outreach programs for school groups, home school students, other organized groups, park visitors and overnight guests.  Candidates should have prior experience conducting historical or environmental education programs and a basic knowledge of the environment, trees, plants, animals and ecosystems.  Position requires working some nights, holidays and weekends.  Occasional travel throughout the state may be required for training (less than two weeks per year).Position is a wage position limited to 1500 hours per year, and does not include benefits.

Pay range $13.00 to $17.00 per hour based on prior experience, knowledge, skills and abilities.  Call (804) 796-4255 for more information.

Interested applicants should apply no later than February 4th 2011 by mailing or delivering a completed state application to:

Pocahontas State Park, 10301 State Park Road, Chesterfield, Va. 23832 

A blank application form may be downloaded from the following link:  http://dcrintra.dcr.virginia.gov/DCR_Public/Jobs/Application.doc 
Wallops Island Marine Science Consortium

Adult and Family Program Assistant (May 9 – Aug 12)
2 positions available, $200 bi-weekly + room and board
College Program Assistant (May 9 – Aug 12)
1 position available, $220/week + room and board
Marine Science Summer Camp Internships (June 20 – Aug 12)
4 positions available, $200 bi-weekly + room and board

Application Materials:
- Cover letter
- Resume
- Transcripts
- Contact information for three references

Please send application materials via email to Anne Schlesinger at progmanager@msconsortium.org  You can send applications through the mail to the following address:

Education Program Manager
34001 Mill Dam Road
Wallops Island, VA 23337
Marine Science Consortium
If you or someone you know is looking for jobs outside the area, including full time, summer positions and internships, contact me and I will send them to you.  I receive several each week.
Got news, job postings, events, or other information to share?  Want to brag about awards?  Hear about something that would be of interest to members? Send them to charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 

Please forward this to anyone that might be interested.  Want to be included on the TREE mailings?  Contact charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov [image: image1.jpg]D
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