· Branching Out

January 27, 2012
The mission of Three Rivers Environmental Educators is to promote collaboration of resources and provide networking opportunities for environmental educators in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula areas of Virginia.  www.vanaturally.com/tree 
TREE meetings:
The next TREE meeting will be at the Northumberland County Library on January 30 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and will feature marketing and educating in the 21st century using social media, pod casts, QR codes, and much more.  We have the room until 2 p.m.  Please bring a lunch and a friend to the meeting.

We need some program ideas and meeting places for the upcoming year.  Please send your ideas to charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 

Local Events:
Wednesday, February 8 at Belle Isle State Park

Medicine at Home in the Colonial Era 10-11 a.m.

How did people take care of themselves in the colonial era?  What did they know about what caused diseases and what cured them? Which of these remedies are still used today?  Learn about herbs and some early medical devices during this lecture, which includes some early medicines to pass around.  Note: This program is for informational purposes only.

Thursday, February 9 at Belle Isle State Park

Home School Program—What’s Underground? 9:30-11:30

So much happens below our feet that we are unaware of.  Water filters into underground reservoirs that become our drinking water, chemical reactions cause sinkholes, some animals spend all or part of their lives underground, and food is produced for plants.  Learn about these and more at this program for home school families.  $2 per student. Adults attending with their children pay no fee.

Free Tools and other Cool Stuff

UVA Bay Game -- http://www.virginia.edu/baygame/ -- This game is a large-scale participatory simulation based on the Chesapeake Bay watershed. The Game allows players to take the roles of stakeholders, such as farmers, developer, watermen, and local policy-makers, make decisions about their livelihoods or regulatory authority; and see the impacts of their decisions on their own personal finances, the regional economy, and watershed health. It is an adaptable educational and learning tool for raising awareness about watershed stewardship.  Developed by a multi-disciplinary faculty and student team, the UVA Bay Game combines a video game format with current demographic, economic, and scientific data to create a powerful tool with real-world applications and impact.  For further information, contact: Jeffrey Plank, Associate Vice President for Research at jp4q@virginia.edu. 
Sustainable Food Systems Education Guide

The education team at the Stop Community Food Centre has just released a new Sustainable Food Systems Education Guide for elementary school teachers and community educators. The guide provides the background information used to design many of the Stop’s activities and workshops for children. While this 54-page guide was originally designed for fifth-grade classroom teachers in Ontario, it includes information on food systems that can be useful to most teachers at the elementary level and educators in community settings that are developing programs around food issues. It is divided into five short units, includes 25 suggested activities, and four personal stories that help illustrate issues around social justice. There's also list of additional resources that includes books, websites, blogs, and videos that have become popular in our programs. 
http://thestop.org/grade-5-program 

MyGarbology

NatureBridge launched this new online game for kids, teachers, and parents to teach users to reduce waste and encourage awareness of their impact on the environment and encourage community involvement. Learn more about this initiative here. Play the game: 
http://www.naturebridge.org/garbology 

Outdoor/Nature Experiences Contribute to Overall Youth Development, School Achievements

The Children & Nature Network summarizes several scholarly reports on direct experiences in nature contributing to youth development, health, school achievements, problem-solving, creativity, self-discipline, and other individual-level outcomes. Access full-text reviews: http://eelinked.naaee.net/n/eeresearch/posts/Outdo... 

Strategies for Successfully Engaging Culturally Diverse Audiences Webinar

January 30, 2012 ~ Online
Are you finding it difficult to engage increasingly diverse audiences in your community? Have you tried to attract visitors from diverse cultural backgrounds to your environmental education programs and met with limited success? This webinar will examine how similar challenges led three organizations to seek more effective strategies for working with culturally diverse audiences. http://eelinked.naaee.net/n/eelinked/posts/Green-T... 

Environmental App of the Month - iNaturalist (from KNB E-Newsletter)

With iNaturalist, users can record plant and animal sightings, then upload photos for identification help from an online community. Free on iTunes and Android. http://www.inaturalist.org  

Tools with a Cost:

SPRING/SUMMER 2012

Graduate/Professional Training Courses and Certificates

Smithsonian-Mason Global Conservation Studies Program, Front Royal, VA

For more information, visit http://conservationtraining.si.edu 

or e-mail SCBItraining@si.edu 

Individual courses offer graduate credit or continuing education units.   Follow the links below for more details about each course, course costs, and credits earned, and to learn about our Graduate and Professional Certificates in Applied Conservation Science.

Statistics for Ecology and Conservation Biology 

(application deadline extended, must apply now!)

March 5-16, 2012

http://nationalzoo.si.edu/SCBI/MAB/GMU/statsecology.cfm
Species Monitoring & Conservation: Amphibians

March 26- April 6, 2012

http://nationalzoo.si.edu/SCBI/MAB/GMU/amphibian.cfm
Species Monitoring & Conservation: Terrestrial Mammals 

April 16-27, 2012                  
http://nationalzoo.si.edu/SCBI/MAB/GMU/terremammals.cfm
Non-Invasive Genetic Techniques in Wildlife Conservation

May 19-25, 2012          

http://nationalzoo.si.edu/SCBI/MAB/GMU/genetics.cfm
Adaptive Management for Conservation Success

June 11-22, 2012                 
http://nationalzoo.si.edu/SCBI/MAB/GMU/adaptive.cfm
Grants, Volunteers, and Funding:
Virginia Announces Request for Proposal for 2012 AmeriCorps*State Programs

[image: image1.png]


The Virginia Office on Volunteerism and Community Service is now accepting Request for Proposals for the 2012 AmeriCorps*State program year.
Grants are available to public and nonprofit organizations that sponsor service programs throughout Virginia, including faith-based and community organizations, higher education institutions, and public agencies. These grants assist groups in recruiting, training and placing individuals, as AmeriCorps members, to meet critical community needs in education, economic opportunity, and serving military veterans and their families.

Two meetings will be held regarding the RFP:  An optional pre-proposal conference will be held at 10 a.m. on Wed., Feb, 1. An e-grants training, required for any proposal submission, will be held at 10 a.m. on Thurs., Feb. 9. Both meetings will be held at the Virginia Department of Social Services, 801 E. Main St., Richmond, VA. These meetings will also be available via WebEx. Registration for participation by WebEx only in either of these no-cost events is required. Registration for the pre-proposal conference must be completed by 5 p.m. on Jan. 26. Registration for the e-grants training must be completed by 5 p.m. on Feb. 6. For questions, or to RSVP, call (804) 726-7065 or (800) 638-3839. For assistance by TDD, please call (800) 828-1120.

For complete information, including a copy of the RFP, go to the Office on Volunteerism and Community Service Website.

The deadline for receipt of proposals is 3 p.m., March 8, 2012.
Coastal Restoration Projects Funded
Department of Commerce
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Natural Resource Damage Assessment Multi-Year Implementation Grants Program provides support for the implementation of projects that will address coastal natural resource injuries from oil spills, hazardous substance releases, and ship groundings. Selected entities will oversee a broad range of natural resource damage project types, including habitat restoration or creation, habitat protection, species protection, public access to coastal properties, land acquisition, removal of debris, removal of invasive/exotic species, enhancing species reproduction, stocking and transplanting target species, and recreational and educational projects. Specifically, activities may include restoration of wetlands and reefs, floodplains and streams, sea grasses, corals, and other fish or shellfish habitat, as well as restoring bird and other wildlife populations. The application deadline is February 23, 2012.

Jobs
FACULTY ADVISOR POSITION

George Mason University and the Washington Youth Summit on the Environment (WYSE) seek several dynamic and enthusiastic individuals to fill the positions of Faculty Advisor for a week-long residential student leadership conference held June 24-June 29, 2012.  Detailed program information and a tentative schedule can be found at www.wyse.gmu.edu  .

Job Description:

The Faculty Advisor will be responsible for providing students with the best possible conference experience.  Each Advisor will be assigned to a group of no more than 25 students and will facilitate the assigned curriculum and discussion topics.  The Faculty Advisor must be able and willing to interact in a large group setting and is responsible for the student's safety and well being at all times during the conference.  Faculty Advisors reside in on- campus single room accommodations for the duration of the conference. 

Compensation:  Each Faculty Advisor will receive $2,200 plus single room accommodations for the conference week (June 24-29, 2012) plus 2 training days prior to the conference.  We expect the compensation to cover your travel and minimal meal costs during the conference.

Interested candidates should review the conference details at

www.wyse.gmu.edu   & http://wysemason.wordpress.com/ then submit a letter of interest and resume, including references to:

Richard Friesner, Program Director, Washington Youth Summit on the Environment Email: rfriesne@gmu.edu  Phone: 703.993.5417

Application Review will on a rolling basis starting February 1, 2012 with final decisions coming by May 4, 2012.

Assistant Professor
Deadline: February 1, 2012
The Department of Geography at Virginia Tech is seeking applicants for a tenure-track position in environmental sustainability.  The position will be filled at the assistant professor level.    Specifically we seek a human geographer specializing in the theory, analysis and application of sustainable practices in human-environment interaction. Individuals must have their PhD in Geography, environmental sustainability or in a closely related discipline by the time of appointment. The candidate must be able to teach large classes in an undergraduate sequence (Seeking Sustainability) in the university's Curriculum for a Liberal Education (core curriculum), other undergraduate and/or graduate courses in her/his specialization, and supervise graduate students in our MS program and our interdisciplinary PhD program in Geospatial and Environmental Analysis. Evidence of an established research track in human geography/ sustainability must be provided.. Full information concerning the department, college and university can be found at: http://www.geography.vt.edu , http://www.cnre.vt.edu  and http://www.vt.edu .
Interested persons must apply at http://jobs.vt.edu , posting number 0111247, where they will submit a two-three page cover letter highlighting their research and teaching experience and interests, current curriculum vitae, two recent writing samples, research statement, teaching philosophy and, if possible, teaching evaluations.  We ask also that you arrange to have three reference letters sent as soon as possible after you apply to geosearch@vt.edu .
Letters should be addressed to:
Lynn Resler, Chair,
Sustainability Search Committee
Department of Geography (0115)
Virginia Tech
Blacksburg, VA 24061
and sent via PDF email attachment to:geosearch@vt.edu  
All application materials should be submitted by February 1, 2012 when review of applications will begin, continuing until the position is filled. Inquiries can be made to Lynn Resler via geosearch@vt.edu 
Virginia State Parks Youth Corp Youth Crews and Crew Supervisors
Recruitment for the Virginia State Parks Youth Corps (VSPYC) will begin the first of the year. Youth crews will consist of approximately 10 young people, ages 14-17 from diverse backgrounds, and three crew supervisors, college-age or older. This team of young people will live in the park in a structured program of work and learning closely supervised by professional park staff and committed adult volunteers. By day, the crews carry out priority park development and environmental/cultural projects, and after hours they take part in planned environmental education, team-building, work life or job readiness training and recreational activities. In short, we aim to create more involved and dedicated citizens in the Commonwealth. 

We would appreciate your assistance in promoting the program with any family members and youth that might be interested. To expand the horizon of participants and give them a better idea of Virginia's environmental diversity, we strive for geographic distance between the youth's home and the park where they work. We provide a program completion stipend of $500 for the youth participants. 

 Crew Supervisors will receive a $1,800 at the end of the three weeks program. A set fee of $350.00 will be provided to cover transportation cost to any required training and travel to and from the park(s) of assignment.

In 2008, DCR's Virginia State Park Youth Conservation Corps Program was presented with the Governor's Award for Volunteerism and Community Service as the most Outstanding Youth Organization in the Commonwealth. Likewise, in 2010 the program was honored with the U S Department of the Interior's Most Outstanding State Volunteer program in the nation award. The Take Pride in America award cited the YCC's "... outstanding commitment to the stewardship of America's public lands and natural and cultural resources."

Please visit: http://bit.ly/vspycc to apply. All applicants will need the e-mail address of two professional references. 

Got news, job postings, events, or other information to share?  Want to brag about awards?  Hear about something that would be of interest to members? Send them to charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 

Please forward this to anyone that might be interested.  Want to be included on the TREE mailings?  Contact charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 
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