· Branching Out

January 14, 2011
Happy New Year!

The mission of Three Rivers Environmental Educators is to promote collaboration of resources and provide networking opportunities for environmental educators in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula areas of Virginia.  www.vanaturally.com/tree 
TREE meetings:
Our program speaker will be Jamie Brunkow at the next TREE meeting on Tuesday, January 25, 11:00-2:00, at historic Menokin in Warsaw.

Jamie is the riverkeeper on the Sassafras River in MD. He was an Americorps member at Friends of the Rappahannock before he took the riverkeeper position. Jamie will offer some good insights to address member questions from last meeting about what, exactly, a riverkeeper does. 

Please plan to come, and bring a bag lunch. We’ll round out the meeting with sharing our own educational program ideas and inspirations—and extra resources if you have them; we’ve all found a lot of inspiration in the past from these sharing meetings. We’ll also invite members to take part in TREE program planning for spring.

A reminder and directions to Menokin will be sent out prior to the date. 
We are excited to have Teta Kain of Gloucester scheduled for our Spring 2011 TREE meeting, Tuesday, April 5 from 11:00 – 2:00, location on the Middle Peninsula, TBD.

Teta will present a program on Dragon Run, a magnificent, pristine site on the Middle Peninsula. 

See more about Teta and Dragon Run at http://www.baygateways.net/dragonrun.cfm. Be sure to listen to the sound clip! 
Local Events:
Menokin Foundation presents 
January 12:

Snakes Alive: A Look at Misunderstood and Underappreciated Reptiles, Temple Moore, 1:00 pm

For more information, contact us at: 804-333-1776 or menokin@menokin.org

The Winter Warmers series at Belle Isle State Park will explore environmental concerns of the Northern Neck and Chesapeake Bay.  It begins with the state of the environment in the local area.  The rest of the series will highlight actions that ordinary citizens can take to improve the environment of the Northern Neck.

January 19, Is Your Neck Dirty?  Environmental Concerns of the Chesapeake Bay and the Northern Neck, 10-11 am

Charlene Talcott, Belle Isle State Park
Using facts, pictures and graphs from the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality and Chesapeake Bay Foundation, discover how climate change, pollution and human actions are affecting the Chesapeake Bay area and the Northern Neck.  Everyone will receive take-home information about actions to help the area. This talk will take place at the Visitor Center.

February 9: Naked Tree Walk; 10 am to noon 

Rich Steensma and Mike Aherron, Virginia Department of Forestry
Explore forested wetlands at Belle Isle State Park while learning about their value to wildlife and the ecosystem.  Belle Isle is home to several frog species and salamanders that depend on forested wetlands.  We will explore trees while they are “naked”, or without their leaves.  Visitors should meet at the Camp Store.  This walk is conducted outside, so visitors should dress for the weather.

Livable Neighborhood Leader Course
Friends of the Rappahannock staff members will provide you with the materials, training, and ongoing support to be a leader in your community in promoting water quality and water efficiency.  Learn how to create, teach, and motivate a team of friends, neighbors, and/or colleagues.  Your team will choose from 32 activities to promote water quality and conservation.  This program is not only easy and effective, but fun!

Sat., Feb. 5, 2011; 10am-2pm; $30 (lunch included) at King George High School
Call (540)373-3448x115 or email education@riverfriends.org to register or for more information. 
*All leaders who complete the course and program will receive a free rain barrel!*
Other Events:
Winter Wildlife Festival
January 28th-30th
Would you like to know more about the Snow Geese who visit us in the winter? Maybe you are more interested in Whale Watching or owls in First Landing State Park.  There is something for everyone at the Winter Wildlife Festival.  It will be an action packed weekend with something to interest all wildlife lovers. 
For more information on the wide variety of programs and how to register, visit the City's website at www.vbgov.com/winterwildlife.

Hobby Greenhouses 
Friday | January 21 | 9:30am-11:30am
Want to know the 'Why' and 'How' of a successful hobby greenhouse? Get a behind-the-scenes tour of our greenhouse with Plant Propagator Vickie Pepper as she covers plants, pests, lighting, venting/cooling/heating, and location, location, location. Then she'll explain how to bring things down to scale for your backyard.
Cost: $16 ($10 for NBG Members)
 
GENERAL GARDEN INFORMATION
Norfolk Botanical Garden
6700 Azalea Garden Road
Norfolk, VA  23518
Call to register for classes at (757) 441-5830

Environmental Film Series
The Williamsburg Climate Action Network is very excited to announce our collaboration with the Kimball Theater in Williamsburg  on a six film Environmental Film Series, which starts at the end of this month and will run for six months. 
Our first film will be Fuel, a comprehensive and entertaining look at energy in America:  a history of where we have been, our present predicament and a solution to our dependence on foreign oil.  A personal journey of oil use and abuse, it examines wide-ranging energy solutions other than oil, the faltering U.S. auto and petroleum industries, and the American mindset toward alternative energy.  Winner of the Audience Award for Best Documentary at the Sundance Film Festival, the film runs Jan. 22-27 in the Kimball screening room at 6:30 and 8:30 pm, 111 mins.  Tickets at 1-800-HISTORY.
The second film will be Dirt, The Movie, and runs Feb. 21-28.  A list of upcoming environmental films and their dates will be sent as they become available.
Thank you for your support in this effort to keep the environment in the public's mind.  Contact Christine Llewellyn, Director, Williamsburg Climate Action Network  www.williamsburgclimate.org 
Ocean Exploration Workshop
NOAA's Ocean Exploration Program and partners offer professional development workshops for science teachers.  Participants will receive the curriculum with CD-ROM's, certificates of participation, and more.  Contact the noted educator for registration and more information. 

 

March 5, 2011 with Nauticus, The National Maritime Center in Norfolk, Virginia, a follow-up Learning Ocean Science through Ocean Exploration workshop.  The deadline for registration is February 18, 2011.  Contact Jennifer Tabor at jennifer.tabor@norfolk.gov; http://oceanexplorer.noaa.gov/edu/development/development.html
Teaching Ambassador Fellowship
The U.S. Department of Education's Teaching Ambassadors are outstanding teachers who have a record of leadership, strong communication skills, and policy insight who work for one year for the U.S. Department of Education, either full-time in Washington, D.C., or part-time in their home states.  The Teaching Ambassador Fellowship supports the Department's mission by enabling a cadre of teachers from across the country to learn more about and contribute their classroom expertise to the national dialogue and in turn facilitate discussions with educators across the country.  The deadline for application is January 17, 2011.
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/teacherfellowship/index.html 
 Free Tools and other Cool Stuff
Moving Outdoors in Nature Act
Congressman Ron Kind (D-WI)  introduced the Moving Outdoors in Nature Act in the U.S. House of Representatives on November 18, 2010. The bill supports federal, state and local plans that help connect children with the natural world. 
The Moving Outdoors in Nature Act will help get America's kids healthy and active by bolstering support for more natural play areas, outdoor recreation programs, public health initiatives, outdoor learning environments, service learning and other initiatives. To learn more visit: http://www.nwf.org/News-and-Magazines/Media-Center/News-by-Topic/Get-Outside/2010/11-18-10-Moving-Outdoors-in-Nature-Act-Introduced-in-US-House.aspx
Explore the Blue

Explore the Blue is a new educational resource from Take Me Fishing and Discovery Education to promote curiosity in the great outdoors. This comprehensive program provides free resources to help teachers engage their students in a dialogue about outdoor recreational activities and the value of clean and healthy waterways.    http://www.exploretheblue.com 
C-MORE Teacher Resources

The Center for Microbial Oceanography offers a variety of science kits with lesson plans and materials for hands-on science activities in a self-contained format, for distribution within Hawai'i.  Each kit provides the information and supplies necessary for educators to teach their students about a particular topic in oceanography. The website offers the lesson plans for downloading, along with many more resources.  Topics include ocean acidification, marine debris, random sampling, and more. 
http://cmore.soest.hawaii.edu/education/teachers/science_kits.htm
NEON

The NASA Educators Online Network (NEON) is a learning community developed by NASA's Aerospace Education Services Project and managed by Penn State University's College of Education.  The network allows teachers to collaborate with scientists, engineers, and other STEM educators to help support their classroom work.  The goal of the network is to help K-12 teachers and STEM professionals find each other based on expertise, needs, and interests; learn from and support each other; find teaching, learning, and professional development resources; and more.  Free registration is required. 
http://neon.psu.edu 
Water Calculator
The H2O Conserve Water Calculator is a short survey that will get you thinking about how much water you use, and how water connects to almost every aspect of your life. The Conserve Water Calculator compares individual daily water usage with the national average. It also provides suggestions of how to save more water using improved practices. Beyond the calculator, the site provides valuable educational materials and activities to engage students in water conservation issues.http://www.h2oconserve.org/wc.php?pd=ca
Tools with a Cost:

Earth Expeditions & Global Field Master's Program

Apply by: January 28, 2011
Miami University’s Project Dragonfly is accepting applications for Earth Expeditions and the Global Field Master’s Program (GFP), which combine summer field courses in Africa, Asia, Australia, and the Americas with Web-based learning communities, bringing together graduate students, scientists, educators, and community leaders at conservation field sites worldwide for firsthand experience with inquiry-driven education, environmental stewardship, and global understanding.

Earth Expeditions and the GFP can be completed part-time from anywhere in the United States or abroad and are open to professionals from all disciplines and settings.  http://www.MastersGFP.org 


Sharing Nature: An Educator's Week ~ Maine

July 2011 ~ Hog Island, Maine
The Audubon Camp in Maine (on 330-acre Hog Island) has just opened registration for Summer 2011, and in July will be offering “Sharing Nature: An Educator’s Week.” This session will be engaging, fun, and thoroughly useful to both formal and informal science educators. There will be field trips – from exploring intertidal zones to a boat cruise to see Atlantic Puffins, to hiking in a boreal forest. Workshops, presentations, special guests, and great food! 
http://www.projectpuffin.org/OrnithCamps.html
Grants, Volunteers, and Funding:
American Honda Foundation Grants

The American Honda Foundation makes grants to K-12 schools, colleges, universities, trade schools, and others for programs that benefit youth and scientific education, and programs pertaining to academic or curriculum development that emphasize innovative educational methods and techniques.  The foundation seeks programs that are scientific, creative, humanistic, innovative, and more.  Grants are awarded on a quarterly basis, with deadlines of November1, February 1, May 1, and August 1 each year.  http://corporate.honda.com/america/philanthropy.aspx?id=ahf
Toshiba America Foundation Grants

Toshiba America Foundation Grants support innovative projects designed by math and science teachers to make their own classrooms more exciting and successful for students.  Grade 6-12 applications for $5,000 or less are accepted on a rolling basis throughout the calendar year.  Larger grant requests are reviewed twice a year, with the next deadline for application of February 1, 2011. 
http://www.toshiba.com/taf/612.jsp 
Lowe's Toolbox for Education Grants

The Lowe's Toolbox for Education offers grants to schools and parent/teacher groups across the United States.  School projects should encourage parent involvement and build stronger community ties.  The next deadline for application is February 18, 2011. http://www.toolboxforeducation.com/
Braitmayer Foundation Education Grants

The Braitmayer Foundation offers grants to fund a broad range of K-12 education programs with curricular reform initiatives and professional development opportunities for teachers.  The grants can be used as seed money, challenge grants, or to match other grants to the recipient organizations.  Note that the revolving deadlines for application have been changed.  The next deadline for application is March 15, 2011.http://www.braitmayerfoundation.org/guid.cfm 
Jobs
Conservation Specialist

Degree in agricultural, environmental or related studies, or combination of education and experience showing the knowledge, skills, and abilities necessary to perform job duties.  Applicant must be able to work independently, manage grants, and have strong computer skills. This position is responsible for promoting and administering the Ag BMP Cost Share program, assisting VA Cooperation Extension with field days, preparing soil & water conservation plans, and presenting educational programs. Valid VA driver's license required. Salary $27,000-$30,000/benefits. Forward completed VA State application to Tidewater SWCD, P.O. Box 677, Gloucester, VA 23061. Closing date January 31, 2011. For information call (804) 693-3562 Ext. 5.

Tidewater Soil & Water Conservation District P.O. Box 677 Gloucester, VA  23061

Phone: 804-693-3562 Ext. 5

Fax: 804-694-5921

Website: www.tidewaterswcd.org
TEACHER NATURALIST
Position: Full-time Permanent 
Salary range: $25,000-$30,000, optional housing
Deadline: Tuesday, January 25, 2011
Pickering Creek Audubon Center seeks a Teacher Naturalist/Camp Director to assist in growing our successful environmental education and summer camp programs into the future.  Located on a tidal tributary of the Chesapeake Bay, the Center's 400 acres are a microcosm of Maryland's Eastern Shore. We seek a person with strong educational skills and a desire to work on a variety of different projects.  Individuals will work with the center staff to promote Pickering Creek as a model “Audubon Center” in the context of National Audubon’s goal to establish 1000 community-oriented centers across the nation by 2020.
Essential Functions:
·Develop and implement innovative curricula in the following environmental education categories:   Summer EcoCamp,  Middle and High School,  Youth Leadership Conservation Club,  Public Programs
·Oversee and mentor staff in the development of curricula in the following categories:   School programs,   Environmental education , Team building,  Coordinate EcoCamp logistics, registrations and day to day operations,  Organize marketing strategies for EcoCamp and Youth Leadership Conservation Club, Hire, train and co-manage summer and fall seasonal educators,  Fiscal responsibility relating to program budgets and funding development,  Maintain and enhance existing curricula,  Assist with volunteers and volunteer projects, Serve as a role model naturalist and environmental steward,  Work closely with other staff to plan and implement programs,  Assist as necessary with the maintenance of buildings and grounds,  Promote Audubon’s conservation initiatives within the community by working with local school systems and education organizations

Qualifications: 
·A knowledgeable hardworking person dedicated to education and the environment, ·Two years teaching and curriculum development experience,·Proven abilities in designing, writing and evaluating environmental education curricula, lesson plans and activities, Proven skills teaching in formal and informal settings to a variety of audiences,
·Ability to work and collaborate with people of varying backgrounds, 
·Grant writing and other forms of fundraising experience desirable, 
·Experience with middle and high school student leadership and/or teambuilding desirable,
To apply please send cover letter, resume, and three references to:
Mandy Smith 
Education Coordinator 
Pickering Creek Audubon Center 
11450 Audubon Lane 
Easton, MD 21601 
mlsmith@audubon.org 
Phone: 410/822-4903
Website: www.pickeringcreek.org http://www.pickeringcreek.org
Director of Development  position opening

Potomac Conservancy is seeking a Director of Development. We are looking for a mid-level fundraiser with the interest in leading a comprehensive fundraising program, the creativity to help grow total revenue and a demonstrated track record of executing fundraising strategies and tactics.

This position offers considerable room for professional growth. For full position description and application instructions, go to http://www.potomac.org/site/professional-opportunities/ 
Volunteer Opportunities
AmeriCorps members will serve as park interpreters at state parks across Virginia from April to Sept. 2011. As park interpreters members will be responsible for learning interpretation techniques, gaining an understanding of stewardship ethics and how to help park visitors make connections to natural and cultural resources while following the rules and regulations of AmeriCorps and Virginia State Parks. AmeriCorps members will provide information and programs for park guests. AmeriCorps members will also act as a liaison with the local community. They will communicate with the Friends of parks organizations and work with the parks volunteer coordinator to increase opportunities and participation in our volunteer program. Through the efforts of our AmeriCorps members we will reach more citizens with our conservation message and further our mission to conserve natural, scenic, historic and cultural resources of the commonwealth and to provide recreational and educational opportunities consistent with good stewardship of these lands, water and facilities that leaves them unimpaired for future generations. In exchange for a season of committed service 675 hours members will receive a 3,000 living allowance, an educational award of 2,038 and valuable training and professional development in the natural resource and public service fields. Contact charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov for more information.
Got news, job postings, events, or other information to share?  Want to brag about awards?  Hear about something that would be of interest to members? Send them to charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov 

Please forward this to anyone that might be interested.  Want to be included on the TREE mailings?  Contact charlene.talcott@dcr.virginia.gov [image: image1.jpg]D
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