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Coastal GEMS
Connects users to a growing 
inventory of 

• water and land based natural  
resource data (blue-green

infrastructure)
• conservation planning tools
• examples of good coastal

planning decisions 

Promotes community involvement in 
coastal land and water conservation 
decisions through

• fact sheets (coastal resource  
values, laws and policies)

• direct links to agencies 
responsible for current data



Better access to information = better decisions

http://www.deq.virginia.gov/coastal/

http://www.deq.virginia.gov/coastal/
































To prioritize lands for acquisition for the 
Virginia Coastal and Estuarine Land 

Conservation Program!

A Way To Use Coastal GEMS…



Virginia’s CELCP Plan
• Provides:

– An assessment of priority conservation needs
– Guidance for the nomination and selection of 

conservation projects within the Commonwealth

• Plan Components:
– Lands and values to be conserved
– Priority project areas
– Summary of Virginia’s conservation planning efforts
– State evaluation process and project scoring criteria



Natural Heritage 
Conservation Sites

(DCR – Natural Heritage)

Tier 1 Essential Habitat
(DGIF)

VA Natural Landscape 
Assessment Cores (C1, C2, C3)

(DCR – Natural Heritage)

Tier 2, 3, 4 species locations
(DGIF)

Important Bird Areas
(VA Audubon)



Overlay GEMS layers from 
various agencies and 
conservation organizations:

•DCR

•DGIF

•TNC

•CZM

•Audubon IBA’s

•Proximity to blue 
infrastructure 
(VIMS, VCU, VMRC)

To prioritize lands for acquisition for CELCP!
A Way To Use Coastal GEMS…



Available
Section 309 Funding

FY08   $71,000
FY09   $120,000
FY10   $125,000

$316,000

Virginia CZM Program’s 
Conservation Corridor Strategy

Hampton Roads Conservation Corridor 



Kelly Price
(804) 698-4260

Kelly.Price@deq.virginia.gov

THANK YOU!

Visit our CZM Exhibit to:

Use Coastal GEMS!

Review Virginia’s CELCP Plan!
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