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2007 A-NPDC Seaside Special Area Management Plan: Community Viz 
Training for Accomack and Northampton Staff and Public Forum on Growth 

and Land Use 
 

Forum and Training Report 
 
 
A-NPDC staff arranged and held the following forum and training activities for 2008: 
 
 
The A-NPDC hosted a public forum highlighting planning tools that allowed the community to 
envision current and future growth and land use decisions.  The A-NPDC also assisted the Counties 
with the costs to provide GIS and Community VIZ training to Accomack and Northampton County 
planning employees.  The forum was held at the Eastern Shore of Virginia Community College in 
their large auditorium.  Staffs from the counties as well as local institutions and citizens were present 
for the forum.   
 
 
Chuck Donley, who completed the build out model for the two counties, presented information as 
well as P.G. Ross from the Virginia Institute of Marine Science (VIMS).  P.G. Ross presented 
research information about the impacts of land use and development on the Eastern Shore of 
Virginia water quality and marine resources.  He presented information from a CZM study that was 
soon to be completed on impervious surfaces related to shellfish closures.  A similar study was 
completed in North Carolina and VIMS has taken the same approach for the study.  Questions were 
asked about the presentation such as: Is there a specific area where run-off is occurring more 
frequently? Is it related to specific types of impervious surfaces, for example tomato plasticulture?  
Dr. Ross was careful not to blame particular local industries however there is a correlation between 
impervious surfaces and impacts to water quality and marine resources. 
 
 
Chuck Donley, who completed the build out model for the two counties, presented information from 
the Community Viz program.  Mr. Donley did a couple live build-outs with the Community Viz 
software that had positive feedback from the audience.  One of the live build outs centered on the 
amount of load in a stream that will be produced if there were development in the close proximity of 
the stream.  It found that there would be impacts to the stream but again Mr. Donley said the impacts 
will be minimal unless the site reaches total build-out which is what the model predicts.  There was a 
tremendous amount of questions regarding future build-out and the rezoning of Northampton 
County. Mr. Donley insisted this is a build-out tool and many areas on the shore will never get 
totally built out. 
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Accomack and Northampton County staff received training for the Community Viz software.  Rob 
Testerman, a Land Use Planner with Accomack County, received twenty-five hours of Community 
Viz training from Chuck Donley.  Peter Stith, a Planner from Northampton County, received about 
twenty-five hours of Community Viz training with Chuck Donley through webex seminars; he also 
had about five hours of training with Mr. Donley while here for the DAWN forum. 
 
 
The two counties have already found that is a very useful tool.  The county of Northampton used the 
tool to assist in the decision making process for re-zoning the county.  The county is still in the 
process of holding public hearings and collecting public input, but expects to adopt the new zoning 
ordinances within the year.  Accomack County has recently completed an update of their 
Comprehensive Plan and used the Community Viz software to run some build-out models.  Some of 
the build-out models have helped guide the county to possibly adopt new building regulations for the 
county.  The County of Accomack evaluated the introduction of the Chesapeake Bay Act 
requirements for the seaside of the county.  They used the Community Viz software to help guide the 
process.  The County made the decision in February 2009 to extend the Bay Act to the Seaside. 
 
 
There were a total of 29 individuals that attended the forum on June 11, 2008 at the Eastern Shore of 
Virginia Community College located in Melfa, Virginia. 
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