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Purpose and Partners
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 To map existing green assets and evaluate 
underutilized properties for potential to 
contribute to a green infrastructure 
network for the City of Richmond
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City Goals
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 The GIA can assist with the following City goals:
– Inform future decision making and enable proactive planning
– Identify opportunities to improve the urban forest canopy and 

storm water management 
– Expand and connect recreational areas
– Establish alternative transportation connections
– Create strategies to enhance the economic well being of the 

City’s neighborhoods
– Strategically target lands for restoration and redevelopment 

funding 
– Serve as a tool and foundation for future fundraising efforts.
– Promote Richmond as a green infrastructure planning model for 

other municipalities
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Timeline
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Phase Task Timeframe

Phase I: 
Green Infrastructure 
Assessment (funded)

Project Set Up Jan 2010

Develop Brownfield Inventory Jan – Mar 2010

Develop Characterization and Context Maps Apr – May 2010

Facilitate Community Engagement Jun – Jul 2010

Develop Strategies and Scenarios Aug – Sept 2010

Draft Green Revitalization Report Oct – Nov 2010

Phase II:  
GIA Community 

Capacity Building  
(seeking funding)

Develop Implementation Tools

6 months starting in
late 2010

Facilitate Community Workshops

Implement Capacity Building

Share Lessons Learned
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Existing Green Infrastructure
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Green Infrastructure Maps
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 The PDC has produced a map set that 
identifies existing green infrastructure 
assets in Richmond, including:
– Conservation 

– Water Resources

– Recreation

– Heritage

– Transportation and Sustainable Features
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Vacant Parcel Inventory
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 E2 Inc. and the GIC have produced an 
inventory of vacant lands in Richmond

 Data was gathered from multiple sources 
across the city and compiled into an 
Access database

 These parcels were then mapped by 
source/land use and by vacancy type
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Data Sources
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Vacancy Type # of Records

Property Class Codes
(City Assessor’s Office)

Vacant lots, Vacant structures, 
downtown parking lots

8,674

Parks & Rec Properties
(Parks & Recreation)

Vacant lots 9

Vacant Buildings Registry
(Department of Community Development)

Vacant structures 1,475

RRHA Vacant Lots & Surplus Properties
(Richmond Regional Housing Authority)

Vacant lots 537

Hull Street Inventory
(Department of Economic Development)

Vacant lots and vacant structures 62

Hull Street Inventory
(Department of Economic Development)

Vacant lots and vacant structures 73



Richmond GIA

Vacant Parcel Inventory: 
Access Database

 Contains all original parcel data by source

 Queries can be used to:
– Sort and identify parcels by attribute

– Export GIS-compatible datasets

 Next Steps (for Phase II)
– Identify beneficial query functions

– Identify a department to maintain and update the 
database on an ongoing basis

– Institutionalize a process for viewing Vacant Parcel 
data via Richmond’s web-based map viewer
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 Vacant parcels vary in size, land use and type

 Combining datasets means that there may be 
discrepant information regarding vacancy type 

 Some areas may appear to have higher vacancy levels 
than others because they have been recently 
inventoried

 Vacant industrial buildings may not be captured in this 
dataset

 The vacant parcel inventory may need to be refined to 
exclude parcels that have approved development 
plans
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Inventory Characterization
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Inventory Characterization
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 E2 Inc. and the GIC produced a series of 
maps to characterize the vacant lands 
inventory, based on the GI network and 
demographic data

 This characterization can help us refine 
the selection criteria for choosing the 
study area
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Priority Conservation Areas
(acres)

Park Land
(acres)

Vacant Lots
(acres)

Total Area 
(acres)

Broad Rock 2891 154 1087 7939

Downtown 396 98 76 1128

East 492 215 457 3434

Far West 852 246 108 3989

Huguenot 1897 301 465 5342

Midlothian 1369 128 569 4369

Near West 68 472 154 4267

North 531 538 263 4684

Old South 1797 351 552 5257

Downtown 
Master Plan Area

739 106 229 2201



Richmond GIA

Observations
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 Vacant lots may have the most potential 
for supporting the GI Network as opposed 
to lots with vacant buildings

 Planning areas that have high PCA 
acreages and lower acreages of existing 
parkland could be good options for the 
focus area
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Focus Area Selection Criteria
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Focus Area Selection Considerations

 Which districts …
– have significant Priority Conservation Areas?
– have high priority watersheds and potential to 

protect/improve water quality?
– are lacking existing parkland?
– have a critical mass of vacant parcels that could 

offer network opportunities?
– have leadership capacity?
– have other City initiatives to consider?

 How might neighborhood equity factor into 
district selection?
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Next Steps
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 Use the selection criteria to chose a focus 
area

 Develop characterization and context 
maps for the focus area




