
Healthy Coasts, Healthy Communities:  
Highlighting the Successes of  the 

Coastal Zone Management Act in Virginia

The Coastal Virginia Ecological Value 
Assessment (VEVA) was developed to 
provide guidance to local governments 
engaged in land use management 
and conservation planning. VEVA is a 
collaborative effort among several state 
programs to synthesize the best available 
natural resource information into a single 
geospatial product. VEVA combines 
scientific data and best professional 
judgment to rank terrestrial and aquatic 
areas for their ecological value.   These 
values can be used to prioritize areas 
for preservation, develop strategies for 
special area management actions, or to 
build awareness about Virginia’s natural 
communities. The VEVA is viewable on the 
Coastal GEMS website: www.deq.virginia.
gov/Programs/CoastalZoneManagement/
CoastalGEMSGeospatialData.aspx

For more details about Coastal GEMS:
Nick Meade
Virginia CZM Program
(804) 698-4297
Nick.Meade@deq.virginia.gov

Virginia CZM Program Project Partners: 
VA Dept. of Game & Inland Fisheries
VA Dept. of Conservation & Recreation, Natural Heritage
VCU Center for Environmental Studies
VIMS Center for Coastal Resources Management
VA Dept. of Environmental Quality

Virginia CZM Program:
Coastal Virginia Ecological Value 

Assessment (VEVA)

This accomplishments fact sheet was originally produced by the 
Virginia CZM Program for a June 2012 event to celebrate the 40th 
anniversary of the CZMA and to highlight the accomplishments made 
possible through this federal funding.




