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Communication & Outreach:  
Raising Awareness about Marine Debris 
Before Legislative Solutions are Pursued 



NOAA 

2006: NOAA Marine Debris 
Program was established as the 
federal lead for marine debris 
 
Mission: to investigate and 
prevent the adverse impacts of 
marine debris 
 
Core Pillars: 

• Research 
• Removal 
• Prevention 
• Regional Coordination 
• Emergency Response 

NOAA Marine Debris Program 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good afternoon. My name is Alison Hammer Weingast,  and I am the Deputy Director of the NOAA Marine Debris Program and the Communications team lead. Thank you for inviting me to share some background about the NOAA Marine Debris Program and our communications efforts.
Our program is the United States federal government lead for addressing marine debris as authorized by the Marine Debris Act. 
We are a small staff facing a significant global problem, so we are grateful to work with a number of partners in the U.S. and in the international community who are dedicated to solving this problem.

We tackle these problems through 5 core program pillars, including: research, removal, prevention, regional coordination, and emergency response. 

Structure
18 member team
$6m budget
Regional Approach (9 Regions)




• Provide national and regional 
coordination 

Marine Debris Act - Legislative Mandates 
• Identify, determine sources of, 

assess, prevent, reduce, and 
remove marine debris 

• Reduce adverse impacts of lost 
and discarded fishing gear 

• Conduct outreach and 
education 

• Address “severe marine debris 
events”  
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These are our mandates from the Marine Debris Act. 
Luckily for us compared to many other groups, outreach and education are called out clearly. 
This helps to make this a priority and an area we take very seriously.
Our office has 3 full-time communication specialists and I am the Comms Team lead along with being deputy. 
We break-up these responsibilities  into 3 main areas: outreach (media, social media, layout); website/blog/writing; and policy/leg affairs
Planning is key. Then we adapt. We plan out our editorial calendar by month for the entire year. Then add and modify as things come up.




• Marine debris is an 
understandable problem 

• Sometimes difficult for 
people to understand their 
connection 

• Misinformation exists 
• Much visibility during high 

profile events, less so for 
everyday marine debris issues 

• Ultimate solution is 
prevention through behavior 
change 

Messaging is Important 
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The magnitude of the problem and specific impacts are less well known – cigarettes, balloons, 
Difficult for people to understand their connection and how inland litter ends up in the ocean
Misinformation exists – a lot of it is about the Great Pacific Garbage Patch
Much visibility during high level events, less so for everyday marine debris
Ultimate solution is prevention



• General public 
• Marine debris stakeholders 
• Partners – NGOs, state and local 

governments, zoos and 
aquariums, etc. 

• Students and teachers 
• Researchers and citizen scientists 
• NOAA and other federal agencies 
• Congress 
• Media 
• Others… 

Many Audiences 
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Different audiences require different methods of communication




• Website 
• Blog 
• Social Media:  Facebook, Twitter,  
• Outreach Products & Media Efforts 
• Innovative Methods:  Infographics, E-news 

Letters, Podcasts, Videos 
• Events and Presentations 
• Prevention Grant  

Competition 
• Education Activities 
• Exhibits & Displays 
• Partnerships 

Communication Methods 
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People need to hear things a number of times to understand
Some people are visual – infographics are very popular
We have found success by using many different platforms




• Updated in 2015, uses 
Drupal/Amazon cloud and has 
responsive design 
 

• Total of 339,371 page views 
o Garbage Patch page is the most 

popular = 63,354 page views 
o VA balloon project profile: 1,364  

page views since published Jan 2015 
 

• Recent Features: 
o Regional focus 
o Project Profiles 
o ADV Info Hub 
o Monitoring Toolbox (coming soon) 
 
 
 

Marine Debris Program Website 

http://marinedebris.noaa.gov/ 
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Frequently updating, adding, modifying

http://marinedebris.noaa.gov/


• In Word Press 
• 2 posts/week (minimum) 
• Compliments website 
• Total: 485 posts published 

since 2008; 216,524 views; 
102,190 visitors; 526 followers 

• Increasingly more views and 
visitors each year 

• VA balloon blog: A Rising 
Concern: Balloon Debris.  
o Total 5,286 views since posting 

January 2015 
o Average of 272 views/day that 

month 

 

NOAA Marine Debris Blog 

https://marinedebrisblog.wordpress.com/ 
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https://marinedebrisblog.wordpress.com/


Facebook 
• Launched in 2011 
• 2012: ~600 likes 
• 2016: ~21,000 Likes 

o VA Balloon project post on 
Facebook had a reach of 1.3 
million people – 12,000 “shares” 

Twitter 
• Launched in 2011 
• 8,428 Followers currently 

 

Instagram 
• Launched 2015 
• 281 Followers currently 

 
 

Social Media 
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Integrate Social Media with web and blog
Inforgraphics tend to receive high "share" rates in comparison to other posts. 
Flickr – for photos, not used as frequently 




Other Outreach Products: 
• E-Newsletters 
• Posters, Brochures, Handouts, 

Reports 
• Infographics 

 
Media Interviews: 

• 3-4 interviews/month 
• 2015: Media interviews with AP, NY 

Times, National Geographic, NPR 
• Most requested topics: 

o Microplastics  
o Great Pacific Garbage Patch 
o Plastics 
o Japan tsunami marine debris 

 

Outreach and Media Efforts 
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E-news letters:
national is 1/month
regional specific created on as needed basis

Press releases – 2/year (not very effective method for us)




• Videos – Trash Talk Series  
• Podcasts 
• Webinars 
• New platforms –Reddit 

Ask Me Anything, Media 
blog  

• Campaigns – MDP 10 year 
Anniversary 

• Science on the Sphere 
• Marine Debris Tracker 

App (with U. Georgia) 
 
 

Innovative Methods 
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Visits 
• Schools 
• Museums, aquariums, learning 

centers 
• Congress 
• Partners 

 

Conferences & Festivals 
• Speaking Engagements 
• Presentations 
• Activities 

Events and Presentations 
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Regional coordinator networks




Marine Debris Prevention Grants 
• Annual grant competition  
• Behavior change focus 
• 31 total projects funded, about 

10 - 14 per year 
• Eligible: state/local 

governments, NGOs, academia, 
private sector (not federal) 

• Example past projects:   
o student activities with shoreline 

cleanups 
o museum exhibits 
o social marketing 
o outreach to teens 
o teacher workshops 
o art campaigns 
o marine debris curriculum 
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Education Activities 

 
• Curriculum, activities 
• Teacher trainings & summits 
• Annual art contest for K-8th 

grades & calendar 
• Activities webinar 
• School visits 
• Prevention grants 



Marine Debris Exhibits & Displays 
At NOAA Facilities 
1. Lake Superior National Estuarine 

Research Reserve (NERR) 
2. Great Bay NERR 
3. SF Bay NERR 
4. Tijuana NERR 
5. Weeks Bay NERR 
6. Stellwagen Bank National Marine 

Sanctuary, MA 
7. Mokupapapa Discovery Center, HI 

National Marine Sanctuary 
8. Ohio Sea Grant 

 

Zoo & Aquarium Partnerships 
• National Zoo 
• Smithsonian Ocean Hall 
• Anchorage Museum 
• National Building Museum 
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Photos: Signage at National Zoo – technical help, 



Partnerships & Collaborations   
• We are a small program working on a global problem! 
• Strong partnerships are critical for success 
• Utilize existing networks 

Non-profits 

Academia: 
researchers and 
teachers  

State, local, and 
federal agencies  

Fishermen and other 
industry 
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Use MDP Regional Coordinators and network with other parts of NOAA to coordinate and amplify messaging

Photo: ICC Cleanup in Anacostia 2011



Stay Connected!  
Website: 
marinedebris.noaa.gov 
 
Blog: 
marinedebrisblog.wordpress.com 

/noaamarinedebris 

@noaadebris 

@noaadebris 

http://www.marinedebris.noaa.gov/
http://www.marinedebrisblog.wordpress.com/


Questions? Questions? 

Contact Information:  Alison.Hammer@noaa.gov 
 

mailto:Alison.Hammer@noaa.gov


Thank you! 
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Thank you!
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