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There are only 2 sources of food on the 
planet: 

Farming and Fishing, and both industries are 
under assault from multiple sources for 

multiple reasons. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The dock in the foreground belonged to Edward Blake and tracto rtrailers backed down the dock to load oysters from oyster dredge boats up until the late 50s.The dock in the background belonged to William Harry king and was laso used for offlaoding oysters. On this branch of Sarah Creek alone, there were 6 commercial docks for offloading oysters.
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                                                                                              Perrin River/ Sedgers Creek 
                                                                                                          (“Sages” Creek) 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sedgers Creek, or Sages Creek as the locals refer to it, has been the hub of the Gloucester waterman community for over a century. There were multiple seafood establishments on the creek, a boat building yard (Smiths Railway, now bill Reid’s Railway, and a marina all along the creek.



                                                                                       Gloucester Crabber’s Residence 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Vendel Kellum and his family have worked from this location, crabbing, eeling, conching and clamming for  many decades.  At one time over 3 work boats tied at this dock and several tied at the dock of Richard Green just up the creek from the dock in the foreground. 



                                                                                       Chessie Seafood and Aquafarms 
                                                                                                           Residence 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This property once belonged to the Rowes of Perrin and the oyster ground all along the shoreline was harvested annually for many years. Currently, I own the dock and home with the Carolina Skiff and it serves as my base of operations for my shellfish growing business. I have nearly 200,000 oyster seed growing in nursery cages on either side of the dock. Notice that the dock and property  look no different than any other residential waterfront property and dock.
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Bennie Belvin Seafood 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bennie Belvin’s Seafood was one of the largest pound net operations on the lower Bay. Bennie worked 5-6 pound nets every year for decades. Bennie passed away recently and the property is now being rented by Ron Sopko of Seafarms in Mathews County as a location for buying crabs and fish in then summer. Before the state banned crab dredging, as many as 12-15 crab dredge boats tied at Bennies during the winter. The dock is currently not in use during the winter and after a bad summer for haul seine fishermen, the fate of the property is in question for next summer. There are no municipal services such as sewer and water to the property.
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“Sages” Creek State Dock 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The state dock in Sages Creek was once home for dozens of Guinea watermen during the spring and summer. Now only 2-3 boats routinely use the dock and it is mostly vacant during the winter. The MPPDC is in negotiations with VDOT to take over the property and dock and rent it to watermen.



                                                                                        Crown Point Marina 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Crown Pt Marina, formerly Cooks Landing Marina, used to be home to several crab dredgers and a dozen crab potters. Over time the crabbers were run away from the marina because of complaints about noise and the smell and appearance of the boats by marina guests.



                                                                                      York River Seafood 
Chessie Seafood and Aquafarms 
Producer of York River OystersT 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
York River Seafood was one of the largest crab processing plants in the area and processed crabs for decades. Maywood Shackleford, was well known in VA and after his death, his son Mike took over and operated the plant up until the last few years. Mike stopped processing crabs as crabs became more scarce and cheap imported crab became more abundant on the market. Last going off, mike only bought fish from haul seiners and over the last several years, handed the business to an associate to operate. Last year, Mike passed away and the business is now run by the associate. Ownership lies with mike’s heirs, so the fate of this property is in question as well. Numerous crab potting boats and crab dredging boats would tie at this dock.



                                                                                    Herman Green and Sons Seafood 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Herman green and Son’s Seafood started out as a fish camp for pound netters and was later used by Herman and his sons as a staging area for their pound net business. They worked 4-5 pound nets for nearly 20 years. Fishery Regulations, finding suitable labor, and rising costs of equipment caused the Green’s to go out of business. The facility is now being used by contractors for Dominion Power as a staging area to run a pwer cable across the York River.  Donnie green will sell the property for the right price and has no intentions of going back into the seafood business. There are no municipal services such as sewer and water to the property.



                                                                                       Site of Joe King Seafood 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Joe king’s father ran a fish camp here for fishing pound nets. Joe later turned the facility into a crab buying dock. He had 2-3  crab dredging boats tie here in the winter and as many crab potter tie there during the summer. Joe closed the business several years ago and finally sold the property to a private citizen who has converted it to a residence.



                                                                                     Cooks Seafood, Sarah Creek 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Cooks Seafood on Sarah Creek, near Gloucester Point was the site of 1-2 crab picking plants and a large oyster shucking house. Later, Louie Fass opened a dog shark processing plant on the site but closed when the dog shark fishery was closed. Mr Cook eventually only bought fish from pound netters, gill netters, and haul seiners. In 2010, Mr Cook closed the doors. He is in his late 90s and really doesn’t have to be in the seafood business any longer. This site was home for over a dozen boats in recent times. Most have relocated to  Bennie Blevin’s and York River Seafood. 



                                                                                    Site of First Oyster Shucking House 
                                                                                     in Gloucester County, Sarah Creek 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This site was home to one of Gloucester’s first oyster shucking houses. Owned by Mr Blake, he and his son Edward operated the plant until the 20s and thirties when shellfish sanitation regulations became too strict. He then converted the business to a harvesting business and sold oysters to processors on the Northern Neck. Edward’s son Graham, helped with the business until 1959 when the parasite MSX wiped out the oyster fishery in the York River. As many as 15 oyster dredging boats tied in Sarah Creek and dredged oysters on private leases in the York River. Sarah Creek was mostly barren of oysters until 2000 when the Chesapeake bay Foundation started an oyster farm in the creek for restoration purposes. I currently use some of the Blake lease as an additional nursery site for my oyster farming business.



                                                                                  Former Oyster Loading Docks, Blake 
                                                                                   foreground, King, background 

Chessie Seafood and Aquafarms 
Producer of York River OystersT 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The dock in the foreground belonged to Edward Blake and tracto rtrailers backed down the dock to load oysters from oyster dredge boats up until the late 50s.The dock in the background belonged to William Harry king and was laso used for offlaoding oysters. On this branch of Sarah Creek alone, there were 6 commercial docks for offloading oysters.
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So What’s the Solution? 
 
• If localities value the seafood industry and it’s 
    heritage, they should work to provide waterfront access 
    and support the industry; work to maintain rural character. 
    Norfolk and Portsmouth no longer have seafood industry 
 
 
• Tailor zoning ordinances in appropriate areas to allow 
     watermen to store gear at their residence 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The dock in the foreground belonged to Edward Blake and tractor trailers backed down the dock to load oysters from oyster dredge boats up until the late 50s.The dock in the background belonged to William Harry king and was also used for offloading oysters. On this branch of Sarah Creek alone, there were 6 commercial docks for offloading oysters.



Thank You! 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The dock in the foreground belonged to Edward Blake and tracto rtrailers backed down the dock to load oysters from oyster dredge boats up until the late 50s.The dock in the background belonged to William Harry king and was laso used for offlaoding oysters. On this branch of Sarah Creek alone, there were 6 commercial docks for offloading oysters.
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