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Product #1 Title: Forum Registration Form, Agenda and Program  
 

VB Watersheds Forum Registration Form 

 
 



 

 

VB Watersheds Forum Agenda 

 
 



 

VB Watersheds Forum Program 

 

 



 
 

Product #2 Title: Action Plan  

Back Bay Restoration Foundation Action Plan  
  

The Action Plan for the restoration and protection of the Back Bay watershed focuses upon items 

gleaned from comment forms provided by Forum attendees and through discussion with BBRF 

Board of Directors, LRNow staff, and volunteers after the Forum. Specific Action Items include 

the following:  

 

1. Encourage networking with related interest groups  
a. Back Bay Restoration Foundation will continue to coordinate efforts with local watershed and 

wildlife groups as well as local, state and federal government entities in an effort to share 

contacts and resources, ensure coordination of projects and proposals, garner support for efforts, 

and facilitate the widest dissemination of information relating to pertinent environmental 

initiatives.   

b. Back Bay Restoration Foundation will continue to provide and solicit speakers on relevant 

topics, particularly on topics of interest as identified in the Forum Feedback Forms, for future 

forums and BBRF membership meetings. Based on feedback from the survey and comment form 



as well as attendance history, BBRF may consider conducting the forum every other year instead 

of annually. People notice that the information often does not change drastically from year to 

year.  

c. Back Bay Restoration Foundation (BBRF) will staff informational booths at local events 

(Farmer’s Markets, the City of Virginia Beach’s Earth Day Event, Master Gardener Festival, 

Lynnhaven River NOW’s Fall Festival, as examples), in addition to our future Forums.  In 

addition, BBRF will work to improve the appeal of its current educational display to attract more 

people to visit the display to learn about the Back Bay watershed.  This effort provides an 

additional outlet for distribution of information and the opportunity to advertise/present BBRF’s 

mission to a varied subset of individuals.  

d. BBRF will continue to offer informational table space for other non-profit organizations and 

local, state, and federal government agencies, at future Forums. 

 

2. Involvement in restoration activities  

a. Back Bay Restoration Foundation plans to resume and expand restoration activities, such as 

riparian plantings, native plantings, and rain garden creation. BBRF will work to create more 

partnerships with like-minded organizations to increase efforts and feasibility. BBRF will 

coordinate with the City via attendance at the monthly Clean Water Task Force meetings and 

other meetings with the City’s Environment and Sustainability Office.  

b. Back Bay Restoration Foundation will work closely with Back Bay National Wildlife Refuge, 

False Cape State Park, and Princess Anne Wildlife Management Area to identify restoration 

activities that will further our mission to improve Back Bay and its watershed. BBRF will work 

with and assist these entities when practical and possible.  

 

3. Continue and expand pollution prevention programs  
a. Back Bay Restoration Foundation staff, members and volunteers will continue efforts to clean 

our watershed with the guidance of the City of Virginia Beach Clean Community Coalition. This 

effort will specifically include continuation of existing roadway and waterway cleanups efforts.  

b. Back Bay Restoration Foundation will collaborate with other groups such as Lynnhaven River 

NOW, Back Bay National Wildlife Refuge, False Cape State Park, Chesapeake Bay  

Foundation, the City of Virginia Beach, Clean Virginia Waterways, and others, to engage 

volunteers in cleanups that directly improve the health of the Back Bay, and neighboring, 

watersheds.  

c. Pollution prevention and cleanup efforts will be published in newsletters, on the Back Bay 

Facebook page, and on the BBRF website. BBRF also informs BBRF members of volunteer 

opportunities with other watershed groups in Hampton Roads.  

d. Back Bay Restoration Foundation will continue to garner volunteers and cultivate these 

relationships. BBRF will also educate members about pollution prevention efforts and the 

importance of such work.  

e. Back Bay Restoration Foundation will continue to participate in City Storm Water 

Management Program storm water drain marking program within the Back Bay Watershed. All 

necessary equipment is available to BBRF from the City Storm Water Management department.  

 

4. Expand Education and Outreach Programs  
a. Back Bay Restoration Foundation membership meetings and newsletter articles feature 

information about projects and issues in the watershed as well as practical information for 



homeowners. The BBRF Board President have developed a series of articles focusing on the 

Back Bay watershed, its natural and cultural history.  These articles are archived on our website.  

b. Back Bay Restoration Foundation will continue providing information to local schools and 

area civic groups relating to issues concerning the Back Bay watershed. The goals include 

raising awareness and educating the public about ways in which residents can have a positive 

impact on water quality.   

c. Back Bay Restoration Foundation will work closely with staff at Back Bay National Wildlife 

Refuge to educate visitors about the unique ecosystem in Back Bay, the wildlife and flora here, 

and the challenges to protect this system.  This fall, BBRF and Back Bay National Wildlife 

Refuge reinstated the Junior Biologist Program for children grades 3-5.  

d. Back Bay Restoration Foundation will continue to evaluate the successes and challenges of 

previous Forums and use this information as BBRF plans the next VB Watersheds Forum.  



Product #3 Title: BBRF Website Update 
http://www.bbrf.org/VB_Watershed_Forum.htm 

 

The presentations were offered to participants via CD.  Presentations from the 2015 VB 

Watershed Forums are available for download via this link in PDF format. The webpage also 

includes the CZMP logos. The 2015 Action Plan and program can be downloaded via the same 

link in PDF format.  

 

Product #4 Title: Survey and Comment Form  

 
During the final session of the 2015 VB Watersheds Forum, survey and comment forms were 

distributed.  We asked people to fill them out and either mail them to the BBRF office, e-mail 

them or turn them in to one of our volunteers walking around the room at the end of the 

presentation.  We estimated that about 3% of attendees completed the form and returned it.  Once 

we received all of the forms, we compiled the data in a spreadsheet and typed out the written 

answers.  

 

The form that we distributed and the feedback from the forms are on the following pages.   

 

 

 
Question 1: If you ranked any of the above aspects of the Forum a 1 or a 2, please describe 

why and/or how we can improve. 

Answers: 
1 - Better selection of breakfast items including fruit, nuts, yogurt?  Lunch has been included in 

the past, I think. 

2 – I believe the catering services could have offered fruit rather than pastries 

3 – Content – there was no information on nutrients, fish or invertebrate populations, or any talks 

on watersheds health 

 

Question 2: Are there other topics you would like to see covered in future Forums? 

Answers: 

Total Numbers (add all forms for each) 1 2 3 4 5

Length of the Forum 2 1

Number of presentations 3

Content and relevance of the presentations 1 1 1

Knowledge of the presenters 2

Format of the Forum 1 2

Number, type, and quality of table displays 3

Catering Services 1 2

Venue 2 1

Registration Fee 1 1 1

http://www.bbrf.org/VB_Watershed_Forum.htm


1 –  Sea Level Rise, Home gardening and Lot Improvement Initiatives  

2 – Current projects our local non-profits are undertaking (like you guys!) 

3 – Judging by the decreased attendance, others who want this kind of factual information agree 

 

Question 3: Did this Forum affect or change you understanding and appreciation of 

Virginia Beach’s watershed? 

Answers: 

1 - It is always full of information and very helpful to the community at large. Every year has 

been great, but I wish the whole convention hall were filled with citizens! 

2 -  A little 

3 -  Not at all 

 

Question 4: What new initiatives would you suggest that would have a direct and positive 

impact on the health of Virginia Beach’s watersheds?  

Answers: 

1 – Don't let developers take down trees and ruin habitat next to watersheds. Reward 

householders for compliance with proper recycling.  Programs at schools to reduce water usage.  

Awareness that what is on the road goes into the watershed.  Encourage tree planting. 

2 – Mandatory buffer zones for farmers, regulations for what can be put down storm water drains 

in residential areas, limits on yard fertilizers 

3 – Nutrient remediation, sediment control, harvest limits, menhaden catch reduction over 30% 

 

Question 5: Are there any changes would you like to see in future Watershed Forums? (Use 

reverse side for additional comments) 

Answers:   

1 - How to landscape your home without extensive lawn, fertilizer, and the importance of 

keeping treed lots filled with trees 

2 – left blank 

3 – Please bring back information that people used to attend the meetings for. Outdoors and 

green plans, really? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



                   
2015 VB Watersheds Forum Feedback 

Please leave this form on the registration table as you leave, e-mail it to information@bbrf.org or mail it 
to BBRF, 3022 New Bridge Rd., Virginia Beach, VA 23456 

 
Rate overall effectiveness of these aspects of the Forum on a scale from 1-5 (1 lowest and 5 highest). 

Length of the Forum 1 2 3 4 5 

Number of presentations 1 2 3 4 5 

Content and relevance of the presentations 1 2 3 4 5 

Knowledge of the presenters 1 2 3 4 5 

Format of the Forum 1 2 3 4 5 

Number, type and quality of table displays 1 2 3 4 5 

Catering services 1 2 3 4 5 

Venue 1 2 3 4 5 

Registration fee 1 2 3 4 5 

1. If you ranked any of the above aspects of the Forum a 1 or a 2, please describe why and/or 
how we can improve. 

 
2. Are there other topics you would like to see covered in future Forums? 
 
3. Did this Forum affect or change your understanding of Virginia Beach’s watersheds? 
 
4. What new initiatives would you suggest that would have a direct and positive impact on the 

health of Virginia Beach’s watersheds?  
 
5. Please provide any additional suggestions for future Forums. (Use reverse as needed) 
 
 
Please provide the following information (optional)   
 
Name:________________________________________________________________ 
  
Address:_______________________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail:________________________________________________________________ 
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