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Presentation Notes
This presentation presents a suite of high priority conservation areas selected through integration of all marine conservation targets: explicitly incorporating data on coastal, benthic, and migratory conservation targets to identify priority conservation areas. 



The report builds on the Phase 1 assessment of marine habitats and species, and the resulting geospatial database. Over 50 scientists freely contributed their time, information, and expertise. We gratefully acknowledge their contributions and recognize that we could not have completed this project without their assistance. A complete list of their names may be found in the acknowledgements and individual chapters of the Phase I report. This synthesis was produced with guidance from our science advisors: Drs.Peter Auster, Les Kaufman and Heather Leslie, but any mistakes in accuracy or in the logic of our methods are our own.  Additionally, we thank the following people for their helpful review of all, or parts, of this document: Bob Allen, Marci Bortman, Chris Bruce, Dan Coker, Mary Conley, Ray Konisky, Kate Killerlain Morrison, Arlene Olivero, Kevin Ruddock, Caroly Shumway, Geoffrey Smith, Barbara Vickery, Adam Whelchel, and Sally Yozell.



Overview

What is a Portal?

Description and demo of Mapping and Planning 
Portal data and features

Next steps: Vision and Blueprint for enhanced Portal 
to support Coastal and Marine Spatial Planning

Your ideas and questions
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One Key Message - the identification of high priority areas for marine conservation is needed in order to:

highlight the significance of key areas in maintaining the biodiversity of the entire region, 

provide useful information to inform decisions regarding diverse development projects, and 

stimulate and guide decisions on where to initiate or accelerate conservation efforts. 

We anticipate that tradeoffs will ultimately need to occur in the marine environment in order to address the many competing uses of our coasts and oceans

 

The identification of these high priority areas for marine conservation makes no presumption about the best strategies for conservation at individual sites.  Before identifying conservation strategies, The Nature Conservancy will work with our partners to better understand the present and likely future threats to marine diversity, as well as the biological, socioeconomic, and political circumstances at each site. No single strategy works everywhere, and at any site, multiple strategies will be needed. 



What is a portal?

Well, the dictionary says:

A portal is a magical or technological doorway 
that connects two distant locations, separated 
by time and/or space. It usually consists of 
two or more gateways, with an object entering 
one gateway leaving via the other 
instantaneously.



Portals take you to magical lands, full of 
adventure





Well, actually that sort of portal was well 
beyond the scope of work for this project…

The new framework for CMSP that will be 
implemented by the National Ocean Council 
and regional ocean partnerships like MARCO 
requires portals that lead to marine spatial 
data and decision support tools.

That’s the type of portal we made a first draft 
of for MARCO.



MARCO Mapping and Planning Portal



 23 spatial data layers grouped into 4 themes


 

Administrative (official boundaries)


 
Geophysical (bathymetry, wind speed, etc)


 

Biological: (seabird density, benthic habitats, 
etc)


 

Human uses: (ship traffic density, commercial 
fishing, etc)

 Fact sheets and metadata for all layers

Current Status of Data & Features




 

Choose from 3 base maps: topographic, 
streets, satellite view


 

Search & identify tools to access data from 
layers


 

Draw and measure tools


 
Select combinations of layers to create 
custom maps


 

Adjust transparency for overlays


 
Save and print custom maps



 
http://maps.tnc.org/marco/

Current Status of Data & Features



Next Steps

Continue to use VA CZ Program Support to 
acquire and format high priority map layers 
for the Portal and to

Upgrade Portal software to support more 
features

Raise $ to enhance current Portal to state- 
of-the-art CMSP decision support system



Policy Conceptual Model 
Illustrative Storyboard

Example Tool Functions Example Tool Outputs

MarineMap Consortium Project
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The illustrative storyboard shows an example of how the communication depicted in the arrow might actually happen. For example, it might show a policy maker weighing options or a fishermen getting a report on impacts to his/her fishing grounds. 



The storyboard then links to examples of what a tool might look like, as well as example outputs (eg figures). These give a more detailed sense of what people in the story board would be looking at. 



Organizing and Sharing Data



Creating/Saving Designs



Generating Reports



Weighing Tradeoffs





www.marinemap.org/framework
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Discussion
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